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‘unfair and unnecessary 5 ac¬ 
cording to an MP, after dates 
when doors will shut for good 
were confirmed. 

Closure dates for 13 police stations 
in the Black Country have been con¬ 
firmed as part of £8.6 million cuts — 
and Netherton in Dudley is first to go. 

West Midlands Police is shutting 28 stations 
in total across its area. The Netherton police 
base will shut on January 31 alongside others 
in Wolverhampton and Great Barr. 

Dudley station will follow on August 31, with 
Halesowen police station due to close on Janu¬ 
ary 31, 2017. Kingswinford police station is also 
expected to close within the next 18 months. 

West Midlands Police and Crime Commis¬ 
sioner David Jamieson said the the force had to 
take ‘difficult decisions’. 

But Dudley South MP Mike Wood, whose 
constituency covers Netherton and Kingswin¬ 
ford, said the move would have a major impact. 

“There is no requirement for the commis¬ 
sionaire to pursue his plans to close stations in 
Kingswinford and Netherton,” he said. 

Listen 

“I have said that closing two stations within 
my constituency was both unfair and now un¬ 
necessary. 

“The Government, following representation 
from MPs like myself, has changed the formula 
for funding forces such as West Midlands Po¬ 
lice and, as a result, its budget will not face any 
budget reductions. 

“Therefore the reasons for closing any of 
the named stations is no longer viable and the 
Commissioner should do as the Chancellor has 
done - listen to representation and change his 
mind,” said the Conservative MP. 

Councillor Elaine Taylor, for Netherton, 
Woodside and St Andrews, Dudley, said: “We 
have been told the closure of our station is still 
happening but they are looking at having an 
office in the locality so the public still have that 
service and that presence in the area. We are 
keeping our PCSOs, which we are very happy 
about.” 

Commissioner Jamieson said: “Between 2010 
and 2015 West Midlands Police was cut harder 
than any other force in the country which 
means we still have difficult decisions to make. 

“My priority always will be people not build¬ 
ings. Many people from across the political di¬ 
vide have realised this. The overriding view of 
police professionals is that officers, not build¬ 
ings keep people safe.” 

Dudley North Labour MP Ian Austin and 
Conservative MP for Halesowen and Rowley 
Regis James Morris have campaigned against 
station closures. But Margot James, Tory MP 
for Stourbridge, has supported the move, pre¬ 
viously saying that the closures would have 
‘minimal impact’. 



SECURITY 

Pupils evacuated 
due to bomb hoax 

A SCHOOL in Halesowen and three 
schools in Sandwell were evacuated after 
they received hoax bomb threats on Tues¬ 
day. 

Police attended Leasowes High School 
in Halesowen, Bristnall Hall Academy, Old¬ 
bury Academy and Holly Lodge in Oldbury 
but, following searches, West Midlands 
Police said that no bombs or suspicious 
objects had been been found. 

Dudley Councillor Ian Cooper, cabinet 
member for children’s services, said: “We 
can reassure parents that the situation was 
dealt with quickly and safely.” 


POLICE STATIONS | 
CLOSURE 'UNFAIR' 


Report by Andrew Turton 
POLICE station closures are 


IT’S HAPPY EVER AFTER FOR BILL, 




The happy couple, 96-year-old Flo Marshallsay and 90-year-old Bill Griffiths were married at St Hilda’s in Warley Woods 


DEARLY beloved, we are here to witness the 
story of Britain’s oldest newly weds — inspi¬ 
rational Black Country couple Bill Griffiths, 
aged 90, and 96-year-old Florence ‘Flo’ Mar- 
shallsay have proved it is never too late to live 
happily ever after. 

The pair, who have known each other for 
almost 20 years and lived together for the 
best part of a decade, exchanged their vows at 
a packed St Hilda’s Church in Warley Woods. 

Albion fan Bill wore a Baggies tie with his 
suit while Flo, who was given away by grand¬ 
son Mark, donned a dress from John Lewis. 


The occasion was led by family friend Rev¬ 
erend Paul Hinton. Flo, who ran the Malt 
Shovel pub in Dudley for nearly 40 years, 
said: “Reverend Paul was mentioning all 
these countries and I didn’t know what he 
was on about. Then I worked out they have 
all been saying we’re the oldest people to get 
married. 

“The church was full, it was amazing. It’s 
been absolutely wonderful.” 

Father-of-three Bill, a former engineer, 
used to go dancing with his late wife Joan, 
until she died in 1997. It was though danc¬ 


ing that he first met mother-of-two Flo. After 
Joan died the couple became inseparable with 
Joan eventually agreeing to move in to Bill’s 
house in Oldbury. Bill popped the question 
to Flo last year. “I was gobsmacked when he 
asked me to marry him,” added Joan. 

Mr Hinton said: “It is not every day that 
a vicar anywhere has the privilege of marry¬ 
ing two people whose combined ages would 
make a very good cricket score. And it is cer¬ 
tainly not every day that nearly 200 years of 
wisdom, experience and love are brought to¬ 
gether to make these age-old vows.” 


ACCIDENT 

Motorist dies after 
sports car hits tree 

A DRIVER died after his sports car 
crashed into a tree and lamp post near 
Stourbridge. 

Other motorists attempted to save 
24-year-old Lee Wassell, of Clee View 
Road, Wombourne, following the crash 
on the A458 Bridgnorth Road, near 
Stourton, but he was pronounced dead 
at the scene by paramedics. 

Floral tributes have been placed at 
the scene of the accident, where his 
Subaru Impreza crashed at 12.50am 
on Saturday. 


EDUCATION 

Parents in protest 
over school threat 

AROUND 40 angry parents staged a pro¬ 
test on the steps of Dudley Council House 
against the proposed closure of The Cose- 
ley School. 

Parents and children, waving banners, 
gathered outside the Priory Road building 
on Monday evening before the council’s 
cabinet meeting, where the school was 
discussed behind closed doors. 

Parents and pupils were shocked by the 
move, which was announced at a special 
assembly, to start consultation over the 
school’s future. 

More than 1,500 have since signed a pe¬ 
tition to save the school. 




Massive Showroom Refurb! 

Come along and 
see our huge new 
range of carpet 

Lots Of Remnants To Clear 
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_ 80/20 Wool Twist 
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Council pay out £380k in injury claims 


DUDLEY Council has paid out more than 
£380,000 to people on injury claims since 2013, 
new figures reveal. 

The cash-strapped authority received 609 
claims from 2013/14 to the present date, with 121 
of those claims successful. 

In total, the council has been forced to hand out 
£387,411 in that period. 

The biggest claim was on July 5, 2013, when 
the authority had to pay £18,120 for a break or 
fracture caused by a pothole. 

The council faces huge financial challenges in 
the next five years and has just revealed a second 
tranche of budget savings to contend with. 


UKIP Councillor Paul Brothwood said the cash 
pot paid out was money the council could ill afford 
to spend and needed to be reduced. 

Cabinet member Councillor David Sparks said 
the council worked hard to ensure the borough 
was safe and clean but could not prevent ‘unavoid¬ 
able’ incidents. 

Councillor Brothwood claimed the extent of the 
injury payouts suggested a lack of investment by 
the authority. He said: “I think this is a reflection 
of the poor investment from the council into our 
roads and pavements. I know money from central 
Government has been made available but not a 
lot of it seems to have been spent in the borough. 


“I think the level of money paid out is a conse¬ 
quence of not improving the roads and pavements 
at the same time - instead of doing one then com¬ 
ing back to do the other,” Councillor Brothwood 
added. “It’s far more cost effective to do them all 
at once. I would far rather that £380,000 had been 
spent on improving Dudley borough’s roads.” 

Finance boss Councillor Sparks said: “We work 
hard to ensure the borough is a safe and clean 
place to be but obviously there will be unavoidable 
occasions where incidents can happen. We have a 
robust process in place to evaluate claims coming 
in to the council, and where we are found to be at 
fault, those cases are dealt with appropriately.” 


Sisters hurt by dog 
attacks on same day 

A TWO-YEAR-OLD girl and her 
sister were attacked by a dog, 
suffering injuries within hours of 
each other, a court heard. 

The girls were both bitten by the 
Akita/Husky crossbreed, one of two 
dogs owner Susan Russon handed 
over to police following the incidents. 

Russon, aged 32, of The Beck, Netherton, 
pleaded guilty to being in charge of a dog 
allowing it to be dangerously out of control 
and causing injury. 

Wolverhampton Crown Court heard 
that the girls, whose mother is a friend of 
Russon, had been fussing the dog when it 
turned nasty. 

Defence barrister Stephen Hamblett told 
the court about the incident on July 2. He 
said: “Her friend has two young daughters 
and they were all at her house. One of the 
dogs attacked her two-year-old, and she 
had two small cuts. She was taken to hos¬ 
pital at around 2pm. 

Judge 

“They returned later that day at 6pm. 

Her other daughter, who was seven at the 
time, was fussing the dog, as children do. 

The dog then bit her. She sustained two 
cuts on her chin. She didn’t go to hospital.” 

Judge James Burbidge was shown pic¬ 
tures of the injuries. The attack happened 
close to Russon’s home. 

Mr Hamblett told the court that Russon 
had handed over both dogs to police. 

Judge Burbidge told Russon: “I take into 
account that you have pleaded guilty at the 
earliest opportunity. 

“You had no reason to believe that the 
dog would attack in the way that it did 
in the first instance, although it could be 
argued you should have done more as a 
precaution to stop the second attack from 
happening. I have seen the injuries and 
they are nasty looking injuries. 

“I understand that you are friends with 
the girls’ mother and you have shown re¬ 
morse . But you must be punished. It hasn’t 
been said whether the older of the two girls 
will suffer from scarring. But she could suf¬ 
fer psychologically when confronted with a 
dog in the future. I understand you must 
be a dog lover, so giving them up must have 
been very difficult for you.” 

He sentenced her to 70 hours community 
service. 



King Arthur is put to the sword 


Going going... 1930s Dudley pub the King Arthur pictured midway through the demolition process 


A LANDMARK at a gateway to 
Dudley has been demolished to 
make way for a supermarket. 

The 1930s roadhouse King Ar¬ 
thur pub, next to the Birmingham 
New Road, has been knocked down 
to clear the site for a new Aldi 
store. 

Residents have long been split 
over the fate of the locally-listed 
building, which closed down as a 
pub in 2012 and had become an 
eyesore after it became a target for 
vandals. 


The future of the site was sealed 
by planning bosses last year after 
heritage groups had declined to 
come to its rescue. 

Councillor Alan Finch, who has 
overseen the planning process, 
said: “It is sad to see the King Ar¬ 
thur pub go, but I think it’s fantas¬ 
tic for the local community to have 
a new outlet to go to. 

“There is nothing like this (su¬ 
permarket) around the Castle and 
Priory area. We are looking at new 
jobs for the local people.” 


Supermarket giant Aldi stepped 
forward with plans to develop the 
site last year, creating 40 jobs. 

Dudley North MP Ian Austin 
asked residents living near the pub 
whether they backed the supermar¬ 
ket plans. Out of more than 900 re¬ 
spondents, 80 per cent said yes. 

But Sedgley Councillor and 
UKIP MEP Bill Etheridge raised a 
petition with 102 signatures calling 
for the pub to be retained. 

The pub was built in 1939 by 
Dudley architects Webb and Gray. 


Last chance 
to sign up 
for energy 
auction bid 

DUDLEY residents have only got just 
over a week to register for an energy 
auction that council bosses say could 
save them hundreds of pounds on their 
bills. 

More than 5,000 people have already 
registered with the Big Switch campaign 
backed by Dudley Council. 

The more people who register for the 
auction, the better the deal offered by 
energy companies. 

The last auction attracted nearly 800 
people and 98 per cent of them made 
savings. 

The closing date for the latest auction, 
in which the public join together to get a 
better deal, is February 1. 

Councillor Pete Lowe, leader of the 
council, said: “As a community council, 
we are extremely pleased with this suc¬ 
cessful initiative which is free and easy 
to join. Our Big Switch auctions are able 
to secure energy rates that are not avail¬ 
able direct from suppliers or price com¬ 
parison sites.” 

“Anyone who signs up is under no 
obligation to switch suppliers, but with 
savings of an average of £300 a year, 
more and more people are seeing the 
benefits of switching to this collective 
way of buying energy.” 

The scheme is open to all household¬ 
ers, including people living in rented ac¬ 
commodation, those with a prepayment 
meter or people paying for dual fuel or 
gas and electricity separately, and those 
with a fuel debt of £500 or less. Visit 
www.dudley.gov.uk and search for Big 
Switch or call 0300 555 2345 for details. 

Lawyers choose 
mnd as charity 

BLACK Country law firm George Green 
has chosen the Motor Neurone Disease 
Association as the charity it will raise 
funds for during 2016. 

MND is the only national charity in 
England, Wales and Northern Ireland 
focused on MND care, research and cam¬ 
paigning. The disease affects up to 5,000 
adults in the UK at any one time. It is 
a fatal progressive disease that affects 
the brain and spinal cord, attacking the 
nerves that control movement. The asso¬ 
ciation funds research, as well as fund¬ 
ing specialist equipment and support 
grants for people diagnosed with MND. 

The law firm will be participating in 
various events to raise money for the 
charity including its own Walk to D’feet, 
a walk from the firm’s office in Cradley 
Heath to its office in Wolverhampton. 

Proposal for flats 
at care home site 

A CARE home in Dudley will be turned 
into fiats, under new proposals before 
planners. 

The plan for Beech Tree House Care 
Home, in Himley Road, has been sub¬ 
mitted to Dudley Council by developer 
Mohammed Ali. 


The Fireplace Studio of Sedgley 

GAS + ELECTRIC FIRES AT COMPETITIVE PRICES 

SALE 

N0W0N 

FIREPLACES FROM WORCESTER MARBLE, ELGIN & HALL, BE MODERN 



The Fireplace Studio - 

Alderwood Precinct, Northway, OPENING TIMES: 
Sedgley DY3 3QY Mon - Sat 10-4pm 

(next to the Cabin Public House) Closed Sundays 

01902 662796 


Window and Door Repairs 



Specialists in: Misty and broken glass units 
Leaks, seals and drafts 

Handles, hinges and locks - repaired or replaced • INSURANCE WORK - NO PROBLEM 

Rectification of badly fitted installations 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 



Over 25 years experience — COMPETITIVE PRICES!!! 
For Free advice and quote call Mark Guest on 

01384 456490 or 07976 227034 


FOOTWORKS 

Chiropody Clinic 


• Full range of services with 
disabled friendly access 

• Nail Cutting and Trimming 

• Diabetic Footcare 

• Corns and Calluses 

01384 413444 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill B64 6HE 

www.footworkschiropodists.co.uk 



KINGSWINFORD _ dh 

ORANGERIES & EXTENSIONS LTD 


All types of building work undertaken 

• ORANGERIES • EXTENTIONS • REFURBISHMENTS 

• CONSERVATORIES • KITCHENS • NEW BUILDS 

• RENOVATIONS • BATHROOMS 


OFFER 



18 YEARS' 

.EXPERIENCE ) 


For a FREE quote or Advive please call Stuart Porter 

07968 95 1733 or 
01384 620099 


This Orangerie £12,995 

Offer includes 

• Electrics 

• Plastering 

• One Electric Heater 


www.kingswinfordorangeriesandextentions.co.uk 


• Fibreglass Roof 
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Sainsbury's 
looking to 
take over 
Argos chain 

THREE Argos stores in Dudley bor¬ 
ough could be closed and jobs lost as 
Sainsbury’s looks to take over the 
retailer and relocate sites within su¬ 
permarkets. 

The shops on Dudley High Street, 
the Merry Hill centre and Halesow¬ 
en’s Cornbow centre are all under 
threat. 

Sainsbury’s made the revelations 
after it set out its case for a £1 bil¬ 
lion-plus takeover of Home Retail 
Group, which incorporates both Argos 
and Homebase. The bid deadline is 
February 2. 

In a presentation outlining its 
plans, Sainsbury’s said it would look 
to shut a number of the 734 units in 
the Argos chain and bring them into 
its supermarkets as concessions. 

Sources close to Sainsbury’s believe 
between 150 and 200 Argos shops 
could be impacted and that places all 
16 in the Black Country and Stafford¬ 
shire under threat. 

Dudley councillor Khurshid Ahmed 
said: “I hope these stores are not 
under threat because they seem to be 
doing well. Argos in Merry Hill is big 
and one of the major stores. Dudley is 
vibrant and my hope and wish is that 
it won’t be under threat. The same for 
Halesowen.” 

Deputy leader, Councillor Judy Fos¬ 
ter, added that she welcomed Sains¬ 
bury’s bailing Argos out if it was in 
trouble but that she hoped they would 
opt to save the three local shops. 

There are already 10 Argos conces¬ 
sions in the supermarket chain in the 
UK as part of a trial. 

injured passenger 
no longer critical 

A MAN badly hurt when a van hit a 
tree in Dudley is no longer in a critical 
condition. Two men — the driver and 
front seat passenger — had to be cut 
free from the Ford Escort after the 
smash in Clee Road, which was closed 
for several hours following the acci¬ 
dent at around 1.30pm on January 6. 

Two back seat passengers, women 
aged 44 and 38, were also injured. 

The 37-year-old driver is recovering 
in hospital, whilst a 35-year-old man 
was originally in a critical condition 
but was said to be improving. 

Sergeant Paul Hughes said: “It is 
important that we piece together the 
events leading up to the collision.” 

Anyone with information should 
contact the Collision Investigation 
Unit on 101. 

Ukulele players 
perform at library 

THE Ukulele Union are performing at 
a Halesowen library. They promise an 
evening of fun, music and laughter at 
the Long Lane Library on January 29 
from 7pm to 9pm. Doors at 6.45pm. 
Tickets £3 with refreshments. 


Brighter future after church revamp 



Rev Stuart Scott at St John’s, Stourbridge 


A £16,000 scheme to repair and up¬ 
grade a Victorian church in Stour¬ 
bridge has been hailed a success. 

But fundraising will continue to 
further improve, protect and mod¬ 
ernise the grade II listed St John’s 
United Reformed Church. 

The project to repair parts of the 
church in the town centre at St Johns 
Road was funded by various grants. 

The work saw repairs to internal 
parts of the roof at the 1860 building, 
transformed the vestry into a meet¬ 
ing room, upgraded lighting and saw 
heating and electrics checked. 


As well as being a place of worship, 
the building is used as a venue for 
events such as art exhibitions, plays, 
concerts and the town’s foodbank. 

Landfill 

Funding for the work came from 
The Veolia Environmental Trust, 
which awarded £8,670 through the 
Landfill Communities Fund. 

Also contributing to the church 
repairs were Dudley Community 
Forum, which awarded £5,000, and 
the Joseph Scott Chapel Charity, 
which gave £2,000. 


The congregation plan to continue 
fundraising so repairs can be carried 
out on the external part of the roof 
and to developmcommunity space. 

Reverend Stuart Scott said: “This 
important work has enhanced our 
grade II listed building and contrib¬ 
uted to its long-term sustainability.” 

He added: “The new meeting space 
will be used by a variety of organi¬ 
sations, including the foodbank. We 
can now look forward to a brighter 
future.” 


Credit union scrap cash 
over the counter service 


COUNCIL bosses have promised 
members of a credit union in Dud¬ 
ley they will still be able to access 
their money after its over-the-coun¬ 
ter cash facility was scrapped. 

Critics say the changes at the Castle 
and Crystal Credit Union in New Street 
will hit the poorest families in the bor¬ 
ough hardest. 

The facility, run by Dudley Council, provides 
saving accounts for members and allows them 
to borrow cash from others. 

Officials have reassured members they will 
still be able to access their savings despite no 
longer having the option to physically with¬ 
draw cash from the union building. 

The changes are due to come into force from 
April. 

Councillor Rachel Harris, cabinet member 
for health and wellbeing, said: “Castle and 
Crystal is not closing. This is about a change to 
our cash withdrawal services. 

“Members are still able to access their sav¬ 
ings in many other ways and other services will 
continue to run as normal. 

Transfer 

“There are a number of other ways in which 
members can access their money, including on¬ 
line and telephone banking or a BACS transfer 
to a nominated bank account. 

“Alternatively people can purchase a prepaid 
card which enables them to withdraw cash 
from an ATM machine, can be used online or 
to get cash back, free of charge, from super¬ 
markets.” 

However, Sedgley councillor Bill Etheridge 
has hit out at the fact members will incur 
added costs as a result of the change. The pre¬ 
paid debit card will cost £3.50 with additional 
costs every time withdrawals are made at cash 
machines. 

Councillor Etheridge said: “Some of these 
people rely on their last couple of pounds to get 
them through to their next payday or benefits 
payment. 

“From April, they will not be able to access 
anything under a tenner. This is just one more 
inconvenience and cost for the poorest mem¬ 
bers of our society. People rely on credit unions 
when they cannot get a current account at a 
bank.” 



Firefighters with the car that ended up on its roof in Pedmore Road, as icy conditions took a toll 


A CAR flipped onto its roof in 
Stourbridge during icy conditions 
on Saturday morning. 

Firefighters were called out to 
reports of an accident at around 
9.30am, with crews from Stour¬ 
bridge and Brierley Hill attending 
the incident at Pedmore Lane. 

The hatchback was the only 
vehicle involved in the accident 
and none of the occupants were 
trapped. 

In High Street, Dudley, a 


pregnant woman was witnessed 
falling. Eye-witnesses described 
seeing two women fall within 
quick succession of each other. 

Afterwards people phoned Dud¬ 
ley Council asking them to grit 
the road, which took place shortly 
before 11am, nearly an hour after 
the women fell. 

Environment boss Councillor 
Hilary Bills: “We are aware of an 
incident in the town centre this 
morning which was caused by 


freezing temperatures and snow. 
Clearly the council cannot grit 
every footpath in the borough but 
we do try and make public areas 
as safe as possible but would ask 
people to be careful.” 

Major routes through the Black 
Country were badly affected 
by crashes throughout the day. 
There was tailbacks along the Bir¬ 
mingham New Road following a 
two-car smash near Sedgley Road 
West, Tipton. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Roof man rescued 
and then arrested 

A MAN had to be rescued from a roof 
in Upper Gornal. 

Passers-by alerted emergency ser¬ 
vices when the man was seen on the 
property in Jockey Fields at around 
3pm on Friday. 

A 22-year-old man was arrested 
after a four-hour stand-off with police. 

A cordon was set up around the 
building and a section of road closed 
to traffic until the incident ended 
peacefully around 7pm. 

A man was arrested afterwards on 
suspicion of criminal damage and af¬ 
fray. 

Four homes on 
old garage site 

FOUR homes will be built on the site 
of former garages in Coseley, after 
plans were given the green light. 

The two-bed houses will be con¬ 
structed between Mars Close and Pri¬ 
ory Field. 

The garages have already been 
knocked down. 

A council officer’s report said: “The 
proposal respects the character and 
distinctiveness of the area, making 
a positive contribution... through 
high-quality design without harming 
the amenity of existing or future oc¬ 
cupiers.” 

Have butchers 
at apprentices 

A BUTCHER has joined forces with 
Dudley College to enrol apprentices 
on a new ‘Trailblazer’ course. 

Walter Smith Fine Foods became 
the first employer to register three of 
its apprentices on the Butchery Trail- 
blazer apprenticeship programme, 
approved by the Government. It is 
the first Trailblazer to be delivered by 
Dudley College. 

To find out more contact Sanjeev 
Ohri on (01384) 363 335 or email san- 
jeev.ohri@dudleycol.ac.uk 

New hedges were laid 
at Wren's Nest reserve 

THE Friends of Wren’s Nest were 
joined by the Friends of Alder Cop¬ 
pice to carry out hedge laying at the 
Wren’s Nest National Nature Reserve 
in Dudley. 

More than 20 people of all ages 
took part in freezing cold conditions 
on Saturday morning and they were 
provided with expert tuition by the 
Wren’s Nest wardens provided the ex¬ 
pert tuition. 

• Geopark bid — page 19 

Centre Sherlock show 

A KINVER drama group’s latest play 
is a story about the Great Detective. 

Sherlock Holmes and The Mystery 
of Mallen Hall by The New Kinver 
Players is at the Edward Marsh Cen¬ 
tre from February 10 to 13. Tickets 
cost £9, £7 for over-60s. Buy at www. 
nkp.org.uk or call (01384) 877746. 


Homeclad 



s • FASCIAS 
• GUTTERING 


• SOFFITS 

• CLADDING 

• TILE EDGING 

BEST VALUE IN 
THE MIDLANDS 

PREMIUM 

PRODUCTS EXPERTLY 
FITTED BY A LOCAL 
FAMILY COMPANY 


SPECIAL OFFER 

FREE guttering and downpipes 


0800 73 13 946 

CALL FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTE i 

8 ABBOTSFORD DRIVE DUDLEY DY1 2HD 






SOFAS, VINYLS AND LAMINATES 

WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WOH’T. \~f I DISABLED? 0AP? CANT BET OUT? 

Help move heavy furniture, up lift plus take ,V anyone wh0 ,ust needs ex,,a help! 

away Old carpets FREE OF CHARGE We will bring 100s of carpet samples 

Shave doors. Bed assemble and disposal. w sofa and bed brochures to your door 


Samantha Sofa 


3+2 Fabric Sofas only £500 


Heavy Domestic 
Saxonys 

from 

£6*99 sq yd 


was £14.99 




Lola Leather 
Suite 

3 + 2 Recliner in 
Black or Brown 

£699 



Divan Beds 
Singles from 

£92 

Double from 

£142 

many instore items! 

We will beat your BIG Superstores 


Bleach 
cleanable 
carpets from 

£ 3.99 sq yd 


Click on-line for many great prices - www.ablecarpets.co.uk 


Warehouse Unit, D Dormston Trading Est., 
Burton Road, Gornal DY13TD 

OPEN: MON-SAT 9.30-5.00 

FREEPHONE 

0800 0853747 


> DUDLEY • WON!BOURNE 
SEDGLEY • HIMLEY 
I GORNAL • KINGSWINFORD ^ 
COSELEY 


COVERS 
ALL AREAS 


Adrian Bromley 

01902 880541 



| uu q™ 1 ™F uu | 

L CHOICE WINDOWS ~i 

asaEBMEBiaM 


YOUR REPLACEMENT 
WINDOWS? 


We are a small family business established 
since 1990. With NO showrooms, 
salesmen or other costly overheads. 

We can offer very competitive prices on 

• uPVC replacement windows • Doors 

• Porches • Patio’s and Conservatories 


ONE WINDOW ORDERS WELCOME 

• High Security locking • Internal Glazing 
• No Deposit • 10 Year Guarantee 



FENSA 


m 


I CALL PHIL I 
01384 352535 
07973 114553 

www.choicewindowsdudley.co.uk 
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THE BEST OF 

PETER 

RHODES 


BACK in the days of churchgoing, as¬ 
semblies, sing-songs in the pub and sea 
shanties around the school piano, we 
learned how to hold a tune in our heads. 
The Brits could sing. This week, in the 
massive media overkill that marked David 
Bowie’s passing, some TV and radio re¬ 
porters invited members of the public to 
sing their favourite Bowie hits. And what a 
dire, off-key caterwauling ensued. What a 
tuneless nation we have become. 

A SURVEY of grass-roots Labour sup¬ 
porters reveals the party has grown, 
moved to the Left and thinks its new leader 
is great. I’m not sure if this tells us any¬ 
thing except that Jeremy Corbyn has a lot 
of support - among his supporters. 

A READER points out that although the 
immensely entertaining Dickensian (BBC1) 
is set in the deep mid-winter with snow 
crunching under foot, no-one has frosted 
breath. 

THANKS for all your items on the sub¬ 
ject of chucking out a favourite pair of 
old shoes. Most were funny tales. And 
then suddenly this: “In 1971 I bought new 
black shoes to walk my wife-to-be down 
the aisle. Forty years later, in 2011, after 
much wear, repair and polishing, I wore the 
same shoes to walk her coffin again down 
the aisle. You can’t put a price on all the 
memories a much-loved pair of shoes can 
hold.” 

A READER tells me he phoned his local 
radio station to 
be told he was 
the first caller 
of the day and 
thus qualified 
for the mystery 
grand prize, 
if he could 
answer one 
simple maths 
question. By 
chance, he has a degree in mathematics. 
The prize was two front-row seats at a 
Justin Bieber concert. The crucial ques¬ 
tion - what is two plus two? Without a mo¬ 
ment’s hesitation he replied: “Potato.” I’m 
not sure I believe a word of it, but I never 
entirely dismiss the conspiracy theory that 
the chief purpose of local radio is to rot the 
nation’s brains. 

WHY do some doctors have such a 
downer on booze? One suggestion this 
week came from health writer Tony Ed¬ 
wards. He says some research suggests 
moderate drinkers are less likely to suffer 
from a wide range of diseases. But as he 
puts it: “The job of doctors is to help sick 
people rather than healthy ones, so they 
inevitably see the casualties of alcohol, 
never its beneficiaries.” So most doctors 
will see alcoholics dying of liver disease 
while never meeting the moderate drinker 
who enjoys a glass of wine a day and, in¬ 
explicably, never catches a cold. 

Don't miss Peter 
Rhodes every Mon¬ 
day to Friday in your 
Express & Star 




Councillor backs teen ban to ease fears 


A BAN on teenagers at a Stour¬ 
bridge town centre car park, which 
has been plagued by vandalism and 
anti-social behaviour, could finally 
bring its problems to an end, says a 
councillor. 

A Public Space Protection Order 
has been introduced at the multi-sto¬ 
rey Ryemarket car park, prohibiting 
under-18s from entering the car park 
unless driving a vehicle or accompa¬ 


nied by a responsible adult. Council¬ 
lor Nicholas Barlow said he hoped 
the move would put a stop to the 
issues that have given the car park 
a bad reputation and may lead to it 
being open at night again. 

He believes many motorists have 
been put off from using it for fear of 
their vehicles being damaged. In Oc¬ 
tober, council bosses decided to shut 
the car park at night to combat the 


problem but it was felt that further 
measures were needed. 

Councillor Barlow said: “They 
have got to explore every option 
available under legislation and it 
has to be brought forward to give 
them the strength to deal with these 
groups which have been causing 
problems on the Ryemarket car park. 

“It has to be looked at and imple¬ 
mented to see what feedback we get 


and what the impact is. We need to 
use whatever powers possible. We 
need to reassure the public their cars 
are going to be as safe as possible. 

“The car park is there for people 
to park their cars safely without the 
thought of having whatever number 
of people congregating in a corner. 
It may be they are just admiring the 
views of Stourbridge but it’s just that 
fear factor.” 


Bid to raise taxes is 
branded 'ridiculous' 


By David Cosgrove 


DUDLEY Council has been 
accused of ‘sleepwalking 
off a financial cliff edge’ 
after plans to raise coun¬ 
cil tax by 3.99 per cent for 
three successive years 
were revealed. 

The cash-strapped authority un¬ 
veiled proposals to help slash a black 
hole in its funding from £50 million 
to just under £21m. 

Opposition councillors have criti¬ 
cised the Labour-run council, saying 
the budget plans fail to fix underly¬ 
ing problems. But council bosses 
said the authority was facing diffi¬ 
cult decisions due to a reduction in 
Government funding. 

Conservative leader Councillor 
Patrick Harley said: “We would 
support one council tax increase this 
year as we’ve had five years with no 
increase. But I think it’s ridiculous 
to propose to do this for three years. 

“This council has refused to deal 
with the reality that local govern¬ 
ment needs to change. They’re 
sleepwalking off a financial cliff 
edge.” 

Last week the council revealed 
plans to increase its share of coun¬ 
cil tax by 1.99 per cent and take up 
a Government offer to increase it 
by a further two per cent for adult 
social care, bringing it to 3.99 per 
cent. This works out to be an extra 
77p per week, or £40.04 per year, for 
people living in Band C properties. 

Bus 

Council chiefs said residents 
would continue to pay the lowest 
council tax rates in the region. 

UKIP’s Councillor Paul Broth- 
wood said: “It’s a lot of money to ask 
residents to pay, and the big prob¬ 
lem is it hits people on the lowest 
incomes the most. There have been 
years of mismanagement which 
have led us to this point.” 

Now the leader of Dudley Council 
is to ask taxpayers for their views 
— by getting on the bus. Councillor 
Pete Lowe will be travelling around 
the borough on public transport on 
Wednesday, January 27, speaking to 
passengers about services. 
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AFTER years living in the shadow of an ugly mound of 
rubbish, it at last looks like the nightmare is ending for 
Brierley Hill residents. 

Work has started to prepare for the removal of the 
huge piles of waste from a compound in Moor Street 
which was occupied by Refuse Derived Fuel (RDF). 

The rubbish mountain at one time grew to a lofty 40 
feet, making it clearly visible as it towered over nearby 
homes. That resulted in High Court action and company 
director Robert McNaughton served a jail term for fail¬ 
ing to remove it. 

Last week contractors moved on site to begin the ini¬ 
tial work on a task that will take several months and will 
cost the landowner an estimated £750,000. 


Resident Linda Jones said: “It has been a eyesore for 
what seems like forever. It will be good to see it gone.” 

Fellow resident Geoff Clarke said: “It has been a long¬ 
time coming, almost six years. But to now finally see 
that something will be done about this is great news. 
Dudley Council has already given approval for houses 
to be built on the site as well, so it will be a distinct im¬ 
provement once the rubbish is out the way. 

“Greenery has been growing out of the mound that 
made it look like a mountain. I know that everyone will 
be pleased that the clearance is finally taking place.” 

Dean Rutter, from contractors Ammanford Limited 
South Wales, said: “The work to clear the site will be 
getting underway this week.” 


Free return 
tickets for 
visitors to 
winter zoo 

VISITORS to Dudley Zoo in January 
and February will receive a free re¬ 
turn trip. 

Bosses say it will enable people to 
see the attraction at different times of 
the year. 

Curator Richard Brown said: “The 
zoo changes so much during each sea¬ 
son that we wanted to encourage visi¬ 
tors to come and see it for themselves. 

“During the winter months it’s 
much quieter on site, the trees are 
bare and those animals who are na¬ 
tive to colder climates are more active 
— whereas during the height of sum¬ 
mer the zoo is bustling, the gardens 
and blooming and different animals 
are enjoying the warmer weather.” 

The return ticket will be valid for 
six months from the visit date and an 
original receipt from the January or 
February visit will be needed. 

Meanwhile, the zoo has revealed 
that ,ore than 2,200 people filed into 
the Castle Hill attraction in the week 
between Christmas and New Year, 
which is almost 800 more than the 
same week in the previous year. 

Attendance was at its highest on 
Monday, December 28, which was a 
bank holiday, and Tuesday, December 
29 when more than 1,000 crammed 
into the zoo, which celebrates 80 years 
next year. 

Zoo director Derek Grove said: 
“We’ve seen a year-on-year increase 
of December school holiday visitors 
and we’re delighted with these latest 
figures and glad so many people en¬ 
joyed the chance to explore the zoo.” 

Museum recruiting 
£50k-a-year chiefs 

THE Black Country Living Museum 
is recruiting two new deputy chief 
executives as a major revamp of the 
attraction gets under way. 

It comes after recent figures showed 
that visitor numbers were up eight per 
cent at the Tipton Road attraction in 
the last 12 month, raking in an extra 
£500,000 towards new development. 

The two new deputy chief executive 
roles will focus on visitor engagement, 
operations and collections, learning 
and research, with salaries starting at 
£50,000 a year. 

Bosses say that the new vacancies 
have been given new titles for what 
were previously directors. 

Vicki Stanley, who is deputy chief 
executive of development, explained: 
“It will give much clearer leadership 
and management of the museum.” 

Betrothed couples can 
visit wedding venue 

COUPLES are being offered the 
chance to have a look around Himley 
Hall and see if it is the wedding venue 
for them. A free open day will be held 
on Sunday, between 11am and 4pm, 
when future brides and grooms will 
be able to tour the historic hall. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Cloudy2Clear Windows 
- Service With A Smile! 


It’s been a crazy few months for 
Cloudy2Clear Windows. The 
company which specialises in 
repairing windows which are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
by replacing the panes - not the 
frames has grown rapidly as 
homeowners take advantage of 
their services. 

Managing Director Brian 
Stanley feels that it’s all about 
service. ‘Our product is simple. 

If your double glazing is misted 
up we can replace the glass at 
a fraction of the cost of a new 
window, in any type of frame, and 
with a new 5 year guarantee. But 
it’s not just about saving people 


money, although that obviously 
helps. Many tradespeople have 
struggled since last year and I 
honestly feel that during the good 
times a minority perhaps didn’t 
focus on customer care as much as 
they should have done. 

We make sure we turn up when 
we say we will, do the job the 
customer requires and leave then- 
house as clean as a whistle. I often 
get comments back from customers 
on how they really didn’t expect that 
sort of service which, in a way, is 
very sad for the service industry as 
a whole.’ 

Cloudy2Clear service 
Wolverhampton and the surrounding 


area and Brian is finding that his 
approach is a major factor in his 
success. ‘The truth is that it’s not 
just the personal satisfaction that 
I get from doing a good job but 
also it makes good business sense. 
I get a huge amount of business 
from friends and family of people 


I’ve done work for, which just 
goes to show how much a little bit 
of effort is appreciated.’ 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give Brian a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 61 21 118 and 
he’ll be happy to help! 



STEAMED UP DOUBLE GLAZING? 

Don’t replace the Frames... just the Panes! 


Broken or Damaged Windows? 
Faulty Hinges, Handles or Locks? 
Want The Latest Energy Saving Glass? 

All Glazing Backed By Our 
5 Year Manufacturers Guarantee 

Priority Freephone 

0800 61 21 118 

www.cloudy2clear.com 


...we make saving money perfectly clear... 
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More than 
one in three 
11-year-olds 
overweight 

MORE than a third of children leav¬ 
ing primary school in the West Mid¬ 
lands are obese or overweight, accord¬ 
ing to latest statistics. 

Figures from the National Child 
Measurement Programme show 
around 36 per cent - around 23,500 
- of Year 6 children in the region are 
obese or overweight, which is above 
the national average of 33.2 per cent. 

In Wolverhampton, 26.3 per cent of 
Year 6 children were classed as obese. 
Sandwell, Walsall and Dudley were 
slightly lower with 24.5, 24.4 and 24.3 
per cent respectively. 

The British Heart Foundation has 
now called for a ban on all junk food 
TV advertisements before 9pm, as 
part of the Government’s Childhood 
Obesity Strategy to help improve chil¬ 
dren’s health. 

Current regulation means foods 
high in fat, saturated fat, salt and 
sugar are banned from being adver¬ 
tised during children’s programming. 

However, with Ofcom figures show¬ 
ing 65 per cent of children watch TV 
between 7pm and 8pm, children are 
being exposed to adverts which pro¬ 
mote unhealthy snacks, the heart 
charity claims. 

Mike Hobday, of the British Heart 
Foundation, said: “It’s worrying that 
so many children in the West Mid¬ 
lands are obese or overweight. Car¬ 
rying excess weight into adulthood 
increases the risk of developing heart 
disease in later life. We need to pro¬ 
tect young people against the sophis¬ 
ticated marketing techniques of junk 
food advertisers.” 


Violent incidents 
on region's buses 

ASSAULTS, harassment and threats 
- more than 2,000 acts of violence 
took place on buses in the West Mid¬ 
lands over the past five years. 

The figures, obtained through a 
freedom of information request to 
West Midlands Police, show that the 
number of violent crimes on buses has 
been decreasing. 

There were 480 in 2010 but this had 
decreased to 383 in 2011. It went up 
slightly to 385 in 2012 before drop¬ 
ping to 363 in 2013, 357 in 2014, down 
to the last recorded figure of 319 last 
year. 

Superintendent Kerry Blakeman 
said: “We have an excellent partner¬ 
ship with Centro, British Transport 
Police and we have dedicated Safer 
Travel Police Team.” 

Chance to have 
a say at forum 

THERE will be a meeting of the com¬ 
munity forum for Dudley Council’s 
Kingswinford North and South, Wall 
Heath and Wordsley wards at King- 
swinford Royal British Legion, Sum- 
merhill, on February 2, 6.30pm. 


Lucky couple win their wedding day 



Going to the chapel — Natalie and Chris 


A COUPLE have been crowned win¬ 
ners of a Black Country win a wed¬ 
ding competition after receiving more 
than 25,000 votes from the public. 

Natalie Davies, aged 30, of Pen- 
snett, and Chris Williams, 27 of 
Wednesbury, beat three other final¬ 
ists to win the white wedding package 
worth £6,000. 

They will now start planning to 
get married in the historic and new¬ 
ly-renovated grade-II listed Lye and 
Wollescote Chapels, near Stour¬ 
bridge, which have been renamed the 
Thomas Robinson Building. 


The chapels have undergone a 
£1.2m restoration and will become 
the registration office for civil cere¬ 
monies. 

Customer service advisor Natalie 
and warehouse worker Chris couldn’t 
believe their luck after Mayor of 
Dudley Councillor Steve Waltho an¬ 
nounced their names at the chapel on 
Thursday. 

Natalie said: “I can’t believe it, it’s 
absolutely amazing. I can’t believe 
people of Dudley have voted for us, 
we are so grateful we can’t really put 
it into words, I cannot thank everyone 


enough for voting for us. I’ve took a 
lot of inspiration from my grand¬ 
mother and grandad, who were mar¬ 
ried 55 years. 

“Unfortunately grandad died last 
year, but for us to win this it’s almost 
like he was looking down on us.” 

On April 2 they will be driven in 
a 1933 Rolls Royce to the wedding 
as part of the package, which also 
includes a wedding breakfast for 40 
guests at The Copthorne Hotel, Brier- 
ley Hill, a makeover for the bride and 
a wedding gown worth £1,000. 


Rogue traders guilty 
of harassing elderly 


BOSSES at a roofing firm have been 
found guilty of harassing customers 
with their sales tactics. 

After a four-month trial, Summit Roofguard 
Ltd director Sarah Beadle was found guilty of 
28 various counts of unfair, misleading or ag¬ 
gressive commercial practices. 

The jury at Wolverhampton Crown Court 
also decided the firm’s co-director Martin 
Evans was guilty of 24 charges. 

Summit Roofguard, which had an office in 
Birmingham, claimed to be the largest installer 
of fascias, soffits and guttering in the region. 

The prosecution was brought by Dudley 
Council’s trading standards after customers 
across the Black Country were targeted. 

General manager Trefor Prytherch was 
found guilty of two counts, while employees 
Derrick Fisher and Glenys Bolton were each 
guilty of four. 

They will all be sentenced in March. 

The offences occurred between 2011 and 
2014, and the court was told the firm had since 
ceased trading. The annual turnover of the 
combined company stood at almost £4 million 
in 2011. 

Aggresive 

One of the victims was pensioner Betty Tip¬ 
per, of Brierley Hill, who was sold windows 
and guttering by Summit Roofguard to replace 
products installed just four years earlier. Bea¬ 
dle and Evans were found guilty of engaging in 
an aggressive commercial practice in regard to 
Mrs Tipper, who was plagued by phone calls 
from the firm despite her son John imploring 
Summit to stop contacting her. 

Another pensioner targeted was 88-year-old 
Jack Hill, from Brierley Hill in a bid to per¬ 
suade him to replace his garage roof unneces¬ 
sarily. Beadle, Evans and Prytherch were all 
found guilty of engaging in an aggressive com¬ 
mercial practice regarding Mr Hill. 

Evans, 58, from Lower Broadheath, Worces¬ 
tershire; Beadle, 39, of Yew Tree Road, Mose¬ 
ley; Prytherch, 57, of Crawley, Sussex; Fisher, 
64, from Wootton Wawen, Warwickshire, and 
Bolton of New Oscott, Birmingham, 64, denied 
the charges. Beadle was found not guilty of two 
counts, Evans of six and Prytherch of six. 

Evans, Beadle, Prytherch, Fisher and Bolton 
will be sentenced at Wolverhampton Crown 
Court on March 10. 

Not guilty verdicts were found in all counts 
faced by Richard Ledwith, 38, of West Heath, 
and Nadeem Yasin, 34, from Hodge Hill. 


Fan Steve kitted out for his book 



Pictured at Molineux, fan and collector Steve Plant is writing a book about the history of the iconic Wolves shirt 


A DIE-HARD Wolves fan from 
Stourbridge has set about docu¬ 
menting the history of the club’s 
iconic shirts from 1877 to the 
present day. 

Steve Plant, aged 54, started 
collecting Wolves shirts to show 
his father John after the latter 
was diagnosed with pancreatic 
cancer and given just months to 
live by doctors. 

Seven years later he owns more 
than 300 shirts including those 


worn by club legends such as 
Steve Bull, Andy Thompson and 
Andy Mutch. 

The collection is so large in fact 
he needed to have the loft of his 
Wordsley home reinforced after 
cracks appeared because of their 
accumulated weight. 

He has now set about photo¬ 
graphing a total of 106 shirts, 
including some from the club’s 
museum, to feature in his book 
They Wore The Shirt, to be pub¬ 


lished later this year in a limited 
edition of 2,000 copies. 

Steve, 54, said: “The Old Gold 
and Black is an iconic sports shirt. 
Everyone knows it around the en¬ 
tire world.” 

Steve can boast the shirt worn 
by Roy Swinbourne in the famous 
victory over Honved in 1954. His 
favourite was the first shirt he 
bought to show his late father, be¬ 
longing to fans’ favourite George 
Elokobi back in 2009. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Motorists alerted 
to delay on route 

MOTORISTS are facing long delays 
on a busy route with roadworks ex¬ 
pected to last until the end of this 
week. 

Stream Road in Wordsley is being 
resurfaced and part of the carriageway 
reconstructed. The work is expected 
to last until Monday with stop-and-go 
signals directing traffic. 

The road, which is a main route 
connecting Stourbridge and Wol¬ 
verhampton, is regularly very busy 
with traffic during rush hour. Dudley 
Council warns that drivers are likely 
to face delays. 

Volunteer drive 
for zoo project 

MORE volunteers are needed to get 
involved with the Tecton Experience 
project at Dudley Zoo. 

It follows the restoration of four of 
the historic concrete structures in a 
Heritage Lottery Fund scheme. 

People of all ages are needed to get 
involved and volunteers will get free 
entry to the zoo. To find out more con¬ 
tact 0844 474 2272. 

The zoo, which opened in 1937, has 
the world’s largest collection of the 
modernist buildings from the architec¬ 
ture group Tecton, which had a major 
impact on 20th century design. 

Nature reserve 
will host walks 

MONTHLY gentle walks are being 
started up that will be taking in a 
Netherton nature reserve’s woodland 
and sculpture trails. 

The walks are being held on the sec¬ 
ond Thursday of each month at Salt- 
wells Nature Reserve. 

The next one on February 11 will 
start at 12.30pm from the Saltwells 
Lane car park. Each walk will be fol¬ 
lowed by lunch at the Saltwells Inn. 
To sign up contact senior warden Alan 
Preece on (01384) 812795. 

Bowie tribute raising 
cash for cancer charity 

GLAM rock tribute band the Major 
Toms will be celebrating the music 
of David Bowie with a special charity 
gig at Kings Heath pub the Hare and 
Hounds on Saturday night. 

The band, which features several 
veterans of the Birmingham and 
Black Country music scene, will be 
performing the Ziggy Stardust album 
in full and then several of the late rock 
icon’s most popular songs. Doors open 
at 7.30pm and admission is £10 on the 
door for Macmillan Cancer Support. 

App-y day at Merry Hill 

THE owner of the Merry Hill shopping 
centre has launched a new app to help 
shoppers. Intu Properties’ intu app 
has details of all its shopping centres 
including intu Merry Hill. It offers 
maps, directions to individual stores 
and details of deals and offers availa¬ 
ble from them and Intu itself. 


BLINDS 
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NO OQLIGATON ItOML QUOTE 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE FREE 
MEASURE A FITTING 
HUGE CHOICE OF POPULAR 
FABRICS A GENEROUS SIZE 
RESTRICTIONS 




CALL 

FREE 


r contact you* tocat 
advia-or in sm our 
fabr»c iHOGtt A uttrm 

avnifiit»r drals 


0800 0214266 


life/lyle Window/ 


*Tf<icf/men not fcile/men" 


11 Ul e BI 


• Windows 

• Doors 

• Conservatories 

• Fascias 

• Guttering 

• 10,000 local installations available for viewing - please ask 

• Phone for a free quote and speak to Dave or Mark - deal direct with the owners 

• No sales reps, no sub contractors 



tSSl call us to find out why so many people choose El 
L ifestyle Windows 01384 295855 
or visit our website www.lifestylewindows.co I 

Kingswinford Fascias Part of the Windows Group 
Kingswinford Window Doctor 2015 Range of Doors Now Available 




flvTobilei 3mme 
Damaged?^ 


REPAIR • UNLOCK • SELL • 


one screei 

& laptops repaired on site 
|* iPhone 4,5 and iPad repairs carried 
out by a fully qualiiied ^Technician 
• Fast, efiicient and reliable 
Isame-day service 


Talk n Talk Mobiles 

!■& Repair Centre k- 


81 Great Bridge, Tipton DY4 7AY 

Tel: 07825 414759 

• REPAIR • UNLOCK • SE 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Why less 
is more 
for the 
film goers 

QUENTIN Tarantino’s new movie, The 
Hateful Eight, seems to be the film of 
choice for those in the know at the 
moment. The western, set in the after- 
math of the American Civil war, lasts a 
bum-numbing three hours seven min¬ 
utes. 

It follows hot on the heels of Spec¬ 
tre, the longest Bond movie ever, at two 
hours 40 minutes. And of course, a few 
years ago there was War Horse, another 
acclaimed movie that was also the best 
part of three hours. 

Whatever happened to the 90-minute 
film? It wouldn’t be so bad, but you now 
have to sit through half an hour of trail¬ 
ers, non-smoking warnings, and threats 
of what will happen if you film the movie 
on your phone, before you even begin. As 
if you could record a three-hour movie on 
your mobile. 

Besides, too many films these days 
seem to be filled with padding just to 
make them last longer. 

Take Captain Phillips, for example, the 
film about the captain of a ship hi-jacked 
by pirates. The first 15 minutes was about 
his drive to work and fears for his son’s 
future. Or the Kingsman, where half an 
hour was spent messing about with a 
light aircraft. Just get on with it. 

Look, I’m not pining for the days of a 
B-movie to act as the warm-up, an inter¬ 
val in the middle to change spools, and 
a spot of Pathe news to keep us abreast 
of what is going on in the world. But I 
do think that an hour-and-a-half is long 
enough for any story, and if a film runs for 
as long as an ice-hockey match, then it 
should be edited more tightly. 

■ ■■ 

I TRUST that you are now sleeping 
more soundly at night, after our lawmak¬ 
ers spent two hours debating why they 
did not want to ban Donald Trump from 
entering the UK. 

The debate, if you can call it that, giv¬ 
en that nobody apart from Alex Salmond 
was in favour of a Trump ban, was trig¬ 
gered because 500,000 of the profes¬ 
sional malcontents who spend most of 
their lives moaning on Twitter and Face- 
book had signed a petition. Do these 
people never take a day off? 

There is the small matter of the fact that 
the talking Shredded Wheat has never in¬ 
dicated any plans to visit the UK - he 
would probably struggle to find it on a 
map — but, hey, let’s not that get in the 
way of a spot of student-union grand- 
standing. But next time, maybe the Twit- 
terati might turn their attention to some¬ 
thing that actually affects us? 

■ ■■ 

ACCORDING to the latest healthy eat¬ 
ing guidelines from the Department of 
Health, we are now expected to restrict 
ourselves to 30g of sugar a day, the 
equivalent of nine sugar lumps. 

Except Chris Huhne, of course. He’s 
letting the missus have his points. 



Tin Machine saw Bowie fronting a hard rock band at the Civic Hall 


Bowie at the NEC, he brought several tours to the mega-venue 


Starman memories 
left by icon Bowie 



Ziggy played guitar — Bowie in a reflective moment backstage at Birmingham Town Hall 


David Bowie influenced more 
than one generation via his 
music, fashion, art and ideas 
PETER MADELEY reports 


IF it hadn’t been for David Bowie, 
most of the rock stars, broadcast¬ 
ers and writers who made it out 
of the West Midlands would never 
have got started. 

There would have been no Birming¬ 
ham-based Duran Duran and no Black 
Country combo Pop Will Eat Itself. 

Alternative music and new wave would 
have had as much chance of making it into the 
mainstream as avant garde jazz. The star who 
implored ‘Let’s Dance’ was the starting point 
for three generations of artists. 

His untimely death at the age of 69 robs us 
of one of music’s greatest icons, a true innova¬ 
tor who ranks alongside The Beatles and Elvis 
ass being one of the most influential artists of 
all time. 

Influence 

Pop Will Eat Itself founder Clint Mansell, 
for instance, is presently one of Hollywood’s 
most influential soundtrack writers. 

But without Bowie, he’d never have started. 
He counts Bowie as the main influence on his 
musical career. 

Clint, from Stourbridge, believes there have 
been 12 key moments in his life. 

The first was his birth in 1963. The next 
significant episode was in 1972 when he saw 
David Bowie perform ‘Starman’ on Top of the 
Pops. The experience changed his life. 

Clint’s third key moment came that year 
when he bought his first album ‘The Rise & 
Fall of Ziggy Stardust’. After that, he was only 
ever going to be a rock’n’roll star. 

Jonn Penney, whose band Ned’s Atomic 
Dustbin, followed Pop Will Eat Itself and The 
Wonder Stuff into the charts and onto the 
stages of the nation’s biggest festivals, has a 
similar debt of gratitude to Bowie. 

Jonn, from Wolverhampton, said: “To be 


honest, I kinda feel unqualified to comment 
on Bowie,” he said. “He’s so iconic. He’s such 
a genius. What can I say about him? I guess 
the thing about Bowie is what he stood for; 
whether that was intended or not. He was ut¬ 
terly unique. 

“He made it okay for people to plough their 
own furrow, rather than follow the herd. He 
sort of ratified that, he justified it too. But 
beyond that, he showed everyone that the 
best music they can make is the most honest 
music.” 

Slade drummer Don Powell, who grew up in 
Bilston, said he was fortunate enough to meet 


The Thin White Duke at a gig at Wolverhamp¬ 
ton’s Civic Hall in the early 1970s. 

“I managed to get backstage and explained 
to him that the first record I ever bought was 
Space Oddity (Bowie’s album from 1969). 

“I was shocked because for someone so fa¬ 
mous he was very unassuming and quiet, al¬ 
most to the point of being shy. It is all very 
sad. We’ve only just lost Lemmy and now 
Bowie. Two of the greats gone in the blink of 
an eye.” 

West Midlands music producer Pete Wa¬ 
terman said: “Bowie was as important to pop 
music as The Beatles. He was extraordinarily 


talented. The Let’s Dance album to me is one 
of the greatest pop albums of all time, every bit 
as good as Sgt Pepper.” 

Mr Waterman, a veteran of 26 Bowie live 
concerts, added; “He was a showman who was 
able to wrap a simple pop song up into some¬ 
thing completely different. 

“He was just amazing. I only met him twice 
and found him incredibly quiet.” 

Wolverhampton author Caitlin Moran broke 
down in tears during a Bowie track on BBC 
Radio Two’s Jeremy Vine show. 

She said: “This is such a sad day. It feels like 
someone’s taken the core out of the Earth.” 

“As a child of my generation he seemed to 
be everywhere.” 

Bowie played numerous iconic gigs around 
the Black Country, Birmingham and Staf¬ 
fordshire, including three nights at Stafford’s 
Bingley Hall in June 1978. 

Some recall him appearing at venues in Bir¬ 
mingham and Wolverhampton in the 1960s 
before he found fame, and support slots for 
Marc Bolan’s band T Rex and Humble Pie, the 
group fronted by former Small Faces singer 
Steve Marriott. 

He graced the stage at Wolverhampton’s 
Civic Hall, firstly in 1973 on the Ziggy Star¬ 
dust tour and later with his hard rock band 
Tin Machine in 1991. 

He also performed at Birmingham Town 
Hall in 1970s and at the NEC during the 1980s 
and 90s. 

Reality 

In 1997 he was a surprise addition to the bill 
at the Phoenix Festival held at Long Marston 
Airfield near Stratford-upon-Avon and played 
a low-key gig at Birmingham city centre’s Que 
Club. 

He appeared finally in the Midlands 
as part of his A Reality Tour in 2003. 
That tour was cut short when Bowie had 
a heart attack, which began his with¬ 
drawal from concert performances. 
The singer’s death was announced last Mon¬ 
day, just two days after the release of his 25th 
album Blackstar, when it was revealed that he 
had been battling cancer for 18 months. 


THE FIREPLACE & STOVE CO. 


% 


r REFURBISHMiNr 


FIREPLACES 

Gas Fires 

Log Burners 

Flue Liner 
Kits 


Unit 6B Thornleigh Trading estate Dudley DY2 8UB 01384 231399 
Opening Hours Monday To Friday 10Am To 4.30 pm 
pTKI Saturday ioam To 4pm , 

® Find us on facebookthe fireplace & Stove Co. 


There is one small job that you have 
been meaning to do for years - 

Make Your Will/ 

Only £ 85.00 (no VAT to pay 

Per person for couples, Mirror Wills. J 

Single Wills £90.00 (no VAT to ] 

A home visit at a convenient tin 

For information and appointmem calL 

0845 678 7010 

Mobile: 07771 992717 

Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney, Will 
Storage, Estate Planning and Guardiajjshij^Trusts 

Members of the 5 

Goodwills 




Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875279 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 
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Keep those wandering moggies on a tether 

HAVING read the recent reports of roads, our cats have been on collar or that this is home. We are also visited 
cats being poisoned or going missing, harness with a longish length of rope by two blue cats and a black one with 
things may not be as bad as they seem, so that they could be tethered and not a red collar. We have no idea to whom 
About nine years ago, we had to have wander. they belong, but they seem to think 

our cat put to sleep following a stroke. About seven years ago, our neigh- that we run a cats cafe. 

Because of our ages and general health, hours moved but said that they could We would love to know to whom 
we decided on no more animals, as they not take the cats, so we purchased a they belong, or have they just been left 
would probably outlive us. However, dog kennel for them to live in. Gradu- when their owners moved. Much as we 
this was not to be. ally they moved indoors. Nil to 3 cats, love animals the cost of feeding them is 

Soon after, a kitten roughly four without trying. About 18 months ago, now more than feeding ourselves. Why 
months old, turned up on the front a black and white male cat arrived and do more people not tether their cats? 
step. In spite of attempts to find the took up residence in the kennel, until This would negate the fear of them 
owner, nobody claimed her, so we had he too, moved indoors. Cats now 4. being poisoned or catnapped, 
acquired another cat. Quite recently, a ginger and white L HALES 

As we have always lived on main male cat has turned up and decided Cradley Heath 


Rotary Club 
thanks for 
charity help 

ON behalf of the Rotary 
Club of Sedgley & Wom- 
bourne, we would like to 
thank everyone in the Sedg¬ 
ley and Wombourne areas 
who contributed so gener¬ 
ously to our annual house- 
to-house collections during 
December. Also the patrons 
of Sainsbury’s Wombourne, 
Ashwood Garden Centre 
and the Co-op in Sedgley. 

We are delighted to be 
able to report that we raised 
a magnificent total of just 
over £5,000. This wonder¬ 
ful achievement enables us 
to continue our important 
work of supporting many 
local charities and donating 
£500 to the floods appeal. 

The total amount col¬ 
lected by area shows that 
£816.82 was donated in 
our house-to-house collec¬ 
tions in Sedgley, £1,093.64 
in house-to-house collec¬ 
tions in Wombourne with a 
further £3290.89 at static 
collections at Ashwood, 
Sedgley Co-op and Sains¬ 
bury’s of Wombourne. 

TERRY WOOD 

President Elect 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 

Dudley Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


EMAIL 

dudley.chrons@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 


Moaning dog owners 
can like it or lump it 

CAN someone explain to me why there has been so much 
coverage on this ‘dog ban’ at Himley Hall? 

If dog owners don’t like it they will just have to lump it - 
haven’t they got better things to worry about? 

I know that I have. 

I laughed my socks off at a sorrowful photo of dog own¬ 
ers who will have to find other parts of the park to walk 
their dog, oh dear me what a shame. After all there are 
only about 200 acres or so, that’s going to cause them a big 
problem isn’t it! 

Anyway, isn’t ‘dog ban’ a huge exaggeration? When it 
really is just an area that is going to be ‘dog free’, and good 
news for a lot of the public I’m sure. 

They even had the arrogance to think they should have 
been consulted! Who do they think they are? 

Have the non-dog owners and those with children ever 
been asked if they are happy about things? 

Can I make a suggestion? If you are so bothered about 
your little darlings getting their exercise and being let off 
their leads — why don’t you try your own back gardens 
then? 

A BLAKE 

Dudley 


Floods — 
shame of 
the drains 

FURTHER to the letter 
from P Cole (Chronicle Let¬ 
ters, January 7), It’s simple 
— clear drains, I can only 
agree with his comments. 

When you think of all the 
blood, sweat and tears that 
went into constructing these 
drains by hand without any 
mechanical equipment, just 
picks and shovels in Victo¬ 
rian times. 

P Cole is correct in that 
not many years ago the 
drains were cleaned out 
every other week. 

Now Bridgnorth Road in 
Wollaston is like a raging 
river after the lightest rain 
fall and all of the water col¬ 
lects at the bottom of the 
hill within the shopping 
area. 

Dudley Council should be 
ashamed of themselves for 
letting this situation con¬ 
tinue. 

Come on Dudley Metro¬ 
politan Borough Council — 
get your finger out and do 
something about this. 

B A WEAVER 

Wollaston 



Window Shopping this Winter? 


LOOK NO FURTHER! 


JANUARY OFFERS 

Available In-Store - Call Now For Details 




By fitting one of our 
top of the range 
composite doors this 
will give you piece 
of mind and ensure 
you receive the 
warmth and 
i security your home 

desires. 


WHY CHOOSE SOUDOR? 

Put simply, Solidor make the very finest composite doors in the 
market today, packed with features and market firsts that aren’t available 
on any other door on the market. Unique colours, exclusive high security 
hardware and beautiful features are just some of the reasons why high 
quality installation companies offer our products, while homeowners 
demand them. We continue to invest in new materials and in a product 
development programme to ensure we stay ahead of the pack. We also 
offer the market’s most comprehensive environmental policy, we’ve 
called it our ‘Green Promise’. 

Wherever you are in the UK, there’s a Solidor installer that can help 
transform your front door into a stylish and stunning entrance to your 
home. Solidor, ask for it by name. 

• 18 colours inside and out • Unique 48mm solid core door 

• Chamfered or sculptured door frames • Exclusive door furniture 

• The most secure locking system 



priority 

Let us make it ours at De Rosa Glass Home Improvements Limited 


iAvr; 

Mi 
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UNITS 1-4 PLANKS LANE, WOMBOURNE WV5 8EB I MM 



Visit one 
of the largest 
conservatory 
and window 
sltrowrooms 
in the UK 


Windows & Doors, Conservatories, 

Orangeries, Porches, Fascias & Soffit Boards _ 

f Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous 
quality standards you will find in the industry. 

No other company in the area has 
more experience and know 
how than Rydale, and 
that’s why we 

__ __■ have been in 

12— ■ a tsr 

Ir! ■I'lll 30 years. 


Supplied 
& Fitted... 
across the 
Midlands 


Repair 

Service 

Available 


X Replace the X 
existing roof on your 
conservatory and 
create a comfortable 
environment and a 
, room you can use . 
\fl// year round 


Make the RIGHT decision this Winter and give Rydale a ring. 


Open Weekdays: 9am to 5.30pm 
Saturday: 9am to 4pm 


Long Lane, Blackheath, 
Halesowen B62 9LS 


FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 www.rydalewindows.co.uk 


Sunday Closed 


gq^teed 


f No deposits \ 


or stage payments, \ 



you only pay when H 
the installation 

■mm. 

m 

has been Jg 

completed 

vmffl 
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STRAITS MOBILITY 


www.straitsmobilityservices.co.uk 


STAIRUFTS 
STRAIGHT & CURVED 

FULLY FITTED NEW FROM £1195 
RECONDITIONED FROM £700 

In Store Demonstration available 

Free! Home survey and fitting on all stairlifts. 
All work carried out by fully qualified engineers 





RISE & RECLINER 
CHAIRS C4QK 

from Td f l 


3 Wheel 
Tri Walker 

From £49 

Wheelchairs 

From £85 


LARGE RANGE OF NEW AND 
PRE-OWNED SCOOTERS AVAILABLE 
FROM £280 


Service & Repair with Free Local Collection 


3, Middlepark Road, Russells Hall Estate, Dudley DY1 2LW 
Open Mon-Fri 9.30am - 4.30pm Sat 9.30am - 12.30pm 
7> Closed Sunday 

01384 356 356 


Sweeping 
through 
the silence 

Amblecote History Society 

CHAIRMAN PatMartin wel¬ 
comed members to the fi¬ 
nal meeting of 2015 at the 
Ruskin Centre and the 12th 
Christmas party. 

Pat then started off the 20 
question quiz. Whilst teams 
conferred and wrote down 
their answers there was a 
general hush of concentra¬ 
tion in the room until the 
loud exclamation of a shabby 
looking stranger broke the 
silence ... “where’s my son, 
have you seen my son?” res¬ 
onated around the room. 

On closer inspection, the 
man could be identified as 
Stan Hawthorne the Am¬ 
blecote chimney sweep who 
had been engaged to provide 
some light entertainment. 

Stan had been sweeping 
chimneys for 42 years and 
he went on to tell amus¬ 
ing anecdotal tales of his 
experience, including how 
he had found quite a few 
things from dead ducks to 
trapped pigeons and more 
seasonally a letter to Santa 
from a young boy, Jonathon, 
who wanted a new bike and 
a book for Christmas - the 
well preserved letter was 
passed around the audience. 

Pat thanked Stan, pre¬ 
senting an Amblecote His¬ 
tory Society certificate as 
a formal record of his pres¬ 
entation. 

She then made a pres¬ 
entation to Joyce Robins 
who was retiring from her 
position of treasurer, the 
Society bestowing upon her 
Lifetime Honorary Member¬ 
ship. 

The prize for the winning 
photograph in the recently 
announced competition was 
in her absence awarded to 
Joan Kendrick. 


Lodge confirmed as 
permanent home 



Speaker Clive Gamer, treasurer Sandra Chappell and Chairman, Mary Jones 


THE first new year luncheon, on Friday 
January 8, was chaired by Mary Jones who 
wished 31 members a happy and healthy 
2016, welcoming back long-standing mem¬ 
ber Pat Chance after a long absence. 

The chairman was also pleased to confirm 
that The Lodge, Wellington Road, Dudley 
would now be the club’s permanent home 
and thanked the directors and general man¬ 
ager for making them so welcome. 

The three-course meal and service was 
excellent and so was speaker Clive Garner 
who demonstrated the art of silk painting. 

He explained the preparation and pro¬ 
cesses needed before painting, how to apply 
it and even how to cover up any mistakes. 


Dudley South Ladies Luncheon Club 


He had brought along a selection of items 
already completed if members wished to 
purchase them. 

Ann Rogers was looking into the possibil¬ 
ity of a visit to Himley Hall for a tour and 
afternoon tea and asked for help in finding 
parking for future coach outings. 

The AGM is on Friday, February 12 and 
by speaker, by popular request will be John 
Sparry, on local characters. 

In March the speaker will be local histo¬ 
rian Chris Smith. 


Moseley Old Hall talk topic 


THERE was no business 
conducted at the December 
meeting as it incorporated 
the annual Christmas party. 

Members enjoyed a buffet 
style meal, organised by the 
committee, with the chair¬ 
man Jean Latham oversee¬ 
ing the arrangements. 

Approximately 70 peo¬ 
ple sat down, including 
members and visitors from 


Wollaston E TWG 


neighbouring guilds such 
as Kingswinford, Norton, 
Oldswinford, Grange and 
Federation. 

The evening concluded 
with a raffle. The occasion 
was considered a success, 
and thanks on behalf of the 
visitors was given by Jean 


Williams of Federation. The 
guild’s choir performed car¬ 
ols at services at St Thomas’ 
Church, Stourbridge, and at 
Cobden Street Methodist 
Church, Wollaston. Both oc¬ 
casions were well attended. 

Meetings are at St James’ 
Church Hall, Wollaston. 

January began with Mal¬ 
colm Astley giving a talk on 
Moseley Old Hall. 



uPVC Back and Front 
Doors Fully 
Fitted from £460 
Windows from £180 
Conservatories from £4495 
French Doors from £700 
Patio Doors from £750 


Composite Doors Fully 
Fitted from £700 


Also Available - Guardian Tiled Roof System (UK approved, 


Unit 19 Middlemore Industrial Estate, Middlemore Road, B21 0AY 0800 080 7076 0121 532 0784 
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Hammer terror as shop 
raid is caught on camera 


THIS is the moment masked 
men burst into a petrol sta¬ 
tion shop, putting two wom¬ 
en shop assistants in fear for 
their lives. 

One of the raiders, 26-year-old 
Ashley Fay, from Dudley, leapt on 
the counter armed with a claw 
hammer and shouted repeatedly 
for the location of a safe. 

One of the women suffered a broken 
arm when she was pushed to the floor 
by Fay when she tried to escape. 

Shrewsbury Crown Court was told 
that the other woman thought the 
men were going to kill her. 

Fay and one of his accomplices, 
36-year-old Stephen Dale, from Tip- 
ton, are now in jail after admitting 
their roles in the robbery at the 
Wheatland petrol station in Much 
Wenlock, near Telford. 

Dale, who was not in possession of a 
hammer, also jumped over the counter 
during the raid at 9.40pm on Septem¬ 
ber 27, 2014. 

Another man, who has not been 
identified, was also seen brandishing 
a hammer. 

Ran 

The men took £466.03 in cash and 
£293.67 worth of cigarettes. 

Mr Charles Crinion, prosecuting, 
said while they were taking the items 
the two assistants attempted to run 
away but Fay ran after them. He 
pushed one of them to the floor. The 
victim suffered a broken arm requir¬ 
ing surgery which has left her without 
the full range of movement. 

The court was told that the pair 
had been identified when police found 
Dale’s finger prints on a roll of black 
bags in a stolen VW Golf used in the 
robbery. Police also found a glove with 
DNA matching Fay in the car. 

Sentencing the pair last week, Re¬ 



corder Nigel Daly said it has obviously 
been a frightening experience for the 
two ladies. 

Fay, of Hillside Road, Pensnett, was 
jailed for 59 months. Dale, of Bernard 
Road, was jailed for 44 months. 

Fay was said to have a number of 
previous convictions for car theft and 


burglary. Recorder Daly also heard 
that Dale has 37 convictions. 

Mr Graham Arnold, for Fay and 
Dale, said that both men were now 
looking to turn their lives around. He 
described Fay as remorseful and Dale 
as someone who wants to start his life 
again. 


OVER £250,000 WORTH OF STOCK REDUCED 
100% GENUINE SAVINGS 



C3CD33 

(332033 




LOCAL FAMILY BUSINESS TRADING SINCE 1984 


★FREE ESTIMATING SERVICE EQUALITY FITTING SERVICE ★HUGE SAVINGS THROUGHOUT 


Karndean & Vinyl Floors 



Opening Times: 

Monday - Saturday 9am - 5.30pm 
SUNDAY 10am - 4pm 


Telephone: 0121 520 6091 

Unit 4 Coneygree Ind Estate 
Birmingham New Road 
Dudley Dy4 Bxp 

www.trinitycarpets.co.uk 


I’m desperate 
for a NEW 
BATHROOM 

I’ve tried lots of 
other reputable 
companies but their 
prices are too high! 

CAN YOU HELP? 

YES!! WE CAN HELP YOU 



EXAMPLE FULL 
JOB FOR 

£3850.00 

90x90 Quadrant Cubicle 
with low level tray 
15 SQM Wall Tiles 
Tiled Floor 
Replacement Shower 
New Basin & WC 


EXTRA DISCOUNT FOR OUR 
RETIRED & DISABLED CUSTOMERS 


DISABLED SPECIAL 


Are you having problems 
getting in & out of your Bath 
We will remove the Bath 
& Fit an easy access low 
level round, square or oblong 
cubicle, & Tiled inside. 
Supply a new 
replacement shower 
A Folding Seat & Grab Rail 

ALL FOR ONLY 

£ 2150.00 


VAT FREE IN QUALIFYING CASES 

DAYTIMES & WEEKEND VISITS A PLEASURE 


“Our company is owned 
and run by local tradesmen 
meaning the work is carried 
out properly and on time. 
We strive to keep our prices 
as low as possible in order 
to keep within the budgets 
of retired, disabled and 
working families which 
make up 95% of our 
customers.” 



^BATHROOMS 


Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford DY6 7SH 

01384 287222 

Showroom also at: 39, Lichfield Road, 
Wednesfield,Wolverhampton WVI I ITW 

01902 861908 


SHOWROOMS OPEN 
9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 
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BUY DIRECT AT FACTORY PRICES 
AND GET AMAZING SAVINGS!!! 


fiviE SALE SALEJALE SAy 


: . ii 




[LDPTj® 

A Rated Frames & Glass I 


Why not replace your 
existing roof witn a 
Supalite Roof System 
lightweight replacement 
for your conservatory 
root and then you can 

■ If A it mII HAIin#l 


Patio/French/Bi-Fold 

Doors 


WINTER 

OFFERS 

3 Windows 

Now £670 

4 Windows 

VVqsJ^U&O Now £880 

5 Windows 

WasXUQO Now £1090 

6 Windows 

WqsSISSQ Now £1370 

Maximum Size 4ft x 4ft 
T&Cs apply 


ffl^C€©HJt _ 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK Mon - Fri 8am - 6pm Sat & Sun 10am - 4pm 


roar ana men you can 
use it all year round. 

ONLY MIDLANDS 
MANUFACTURER 


' 1 



l HIGH SPEC 


I Windows & Conservatories 


FACTORY & SHOWROOM Rood End Rd. Oldbury B68 8SF 

^T| 0121 552 9777 0121 552 0100 

0800 0075 312 0800 0075 313 

... • m. ii M.- i www.supalitemidlands.com 

www.highspecinstallations.co.uk r 

hispee-sales@outlook.com sales@supahtem.dlands.com 


‘Terms & Conditions Apply All major credit cards accepted 


Zeppelin memorial to 
be unveiled in Tipton 



A scene of carnage from the raids in the Black Country in 1916 


A PLAQUE commemorating 
the 1916 Zeppelin bombing 
raid on Tipton is to be un¬ 
veiled later this month. 

Tipton Civic Society is planning 
a ceremony at the premises of H C 
Pullinger in Union Street on Sun¬ 
day, January 31 - the actual 100th 
anniversary - at 3pm. 

The society is hoping that people re¬ 
lated to the 14 local people who died in 
the raid will attend. 

A talk by local historian Derek 
Nicholls on the raid is also being given 
on January 26 at Tipton Conservative 
Club, Union Street, at 7.30pm. 

Tipton Library will also be hosting a 
Zeppelin Day on Saturday, January 30, 
with a talk from Mr Nicholls at 11am. 
Numbers are limited and people wish¬ 
ing to attend should call the library on 
0121 557 1796 to reserve seats. 

The Black Country was targeted by 
mistake as the German airship pilot 
mistook Wednesbury for Merseyside 
with 33 people killed in total. Bombs 
first hit Union Street in Tipton at 
around 8pm, with around five falling 
in the area. 

Demolished 

One also fell outside Tipton railway 
station and more around Barnfield 
Road trading estate. In Union Street, 
two houses were demolished and oth¬ 
ers damaged and the gas main was set 
alight. 

Wednesbury Road Congregational 
Church in Walsall was also badly dam¬ 
aged. There would have been no black¬ 
out procedures in place as the concept 
of strategic air raids were practically 
unheard of at that time. 

While the advances in aviation 
had brought many benefits, they also 
meant that towns and cities in the cen¬ 
tre of Britain were vulnerable to attack 
in a way they had never been before. 
The L19 Zeppelin was later found in 


the North Sea, having crashed off the 
coast at Grimsby. It had started drop¬ 
ping its own bombs after L21 and al¬ 
though no-one was killed, significant 
damage was caused. 

Over the years, witnesses have told 
of theirg memories of that terrifying 
night of the Black Country raids. Edna 
Smith, who was a four-year-old living 
in Walsall at the time of the carnage, 
said: “It was very noisy, like a grinding 
noise. 

“I was by the side of my mother, the 
people in the distance were just look¬ 
ing up, they weren’t chatting about it, 
they didn’t even seem to be worried. I 
didn’t think much about it at the time, 
but we learned the next day that it had 
bombed a church. 

“We went along to the church, and 
on the table were quite a few books 


that were for sale, including a Bible, 
and my mother bought it for me.” 

At the time, the Express & Star re¬ 
ported that 26 people had been killed 
instantly during the night, but Mr 
Nicholls says the death toll was signif¬ 
icantly higher. 

An inquest was held jointly for 13 of 
the victims of the Tipton bombing on 
February 3. 

The 14th, Louisa York, who worked 
as nurse, had been taken for treatment 
at Dudley Guest Hospital and her in¬ 
quest was separate. 

The ruling from the inquest on the 
death certificates stated the follow¬ 
ing: Wilful murder against the Kaiser 
of Germany and his son, the Crown 
Prince, as being accessory to and after 
the fact’ at the insistence of the in¬ 
quest jury. 
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Zoo chimps are not tyred 
of monkeying around yet 


IT’S fair to say the chimps at Dudley 
Zoo won’t be getting ‘tyred’ of their 
latest presents any time soon. 

The playful primates have been 
given the old tyres off the attrac¬ 
tion’s land train to play with. 

Dudley Zoo’s popular locomotive, 
called Dotto, has been so popular 
with visitors over the busy festive 
period that it has needed a new set 
of tyres for 2016. 

Rather than simply throwing the 
old tyres away, staff decided to send 
them to the chimp house where they 
knew they would be an instant hit. 

The new tyres for the train have 
been fitted by Dudley Zoo’s site ser¬ 
vice manager, Malcolm Clements. 

He said: “The tyres we use on the 
train are stronger than your average 
car tyre, as it’s quite a difficult path 
that it has to cope with, which is 
steep and bendy — not your average 


course for a (land) train of this type. 

“The tyres are bigger than aver¬ 
age too, similar to tractor tyres, and 
can’t be bought off the shelf, so we 
have to order them in locally.” 

He added: “We change them regu¬ 
larly so are always testing different 
compounds to find which type works 
best, but we’ve always got two sets 
on site at all times, just because 
they’re not readily available.” 

The tyres will make ideal sturdy 
toys for the chimps, or could even 
provide a comfortable place for the 
chimps to snooze. 

The zoo currently has seven chim¬ 
panzees on site and they are called 
Mandy, Fanny, Barbie, Malaika, 
Binti, Mali and Banika. 

For more information on the Cas¬ 
tle Hill zoo and its attractions, visit 
www.dudleyzoo.org.uk website. 



Tyred out — one of Dudley Zoo’s chimpanzees has a rest on an old tyre from the attraction’s land train 


£980k is spent on 
stubbing out habit 

MORE than £980,000 has been spent in one year help¬ 
ing nearly two thousand smokers across Dudley kick the 
habit, figures show 

Up to £520 was spent on each smoker aiming to quit 
in Dudley during the 12-month period. 

In Dudley there were 1,887 successful quitters and the 
total spend was £980,345. 

Health boss Councillor Rachel Harris said: “Smoking 
causes more preventable deaths than anything else and 
treating smoking related diseases is estimated to cost 
the NHS in Dudley £12.2m and the NHS nationally £2 
billion each year. 

“The Dudley Stop Smoking Service offers cost-effec¬ 
tive, high-quality, evidence-based stop smoking inter¬ 
ventions. These are delivered by specialist advisors who 
provide expert advice, support and encouragement to 
help local people stop smoking for good.” 

She added: “I’m proud of the success achieved by this 
service in Dudley. Supporting people to quit for good not 
only rapidly benefits their own health but also that of 
those around them.” 
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Sex crime 
victims face 
a wait for 
counselling 


VICTIMS of sexual violence are having to 
wait up to nine months to speak to a coun¬ 
sellor about their ordeal. 

The number of victims referred to support servic¬ 
es in the West Midlands has doubled to more than 
5,000 a year since 2010. 

The wait has been exposed by West Midlands Police and 
Crime Commissioner David Jamieson who has vowed to 


slash waiting times in half. 

Alethea Fuller, who over¬ 
sees victim support at the 
Office of the Police and 
Crime Commissioner, said 
support services were strug¬ 
gling to cope with demand. 

She said: “West Midlands 
data indicates that as a re¬ 
sult of the increase in de¬ 
mand, specialist agencies 
are experiencing pressure 
on existing services as vol¬ 
ume increases by up to a 
quarter in the last year. 

Risk 

“As victims come forward, 
good-quality, safe services 
are needed to act quickly 
and appropriately if they are 
not to be put at greater risk. 

“The Independent Sexual 
Violence Advisor service 
offers support that is re¬ 
quired, they can refer vic¬ 
tims for counselling, assess 
needs and decide what type 
of support is required. 

“The increasing demand 
on specialist sexual violence 
services has resulted in sig¬ 
nificantly longer waiting 
lists for counselling, cur¬ 
rently between six to nine 
months for all specialist 
agencies across the region.” 

Mr Jamieson’s office 
took over responsibility for 
victim support last April. 


By Rob Golledge 

He has launched a Victims 
Commission to bring to¬ 
gether experts to advise how 
to deliver services. 

He said: “This year alone, 
I have allocated grants of 
more than £2 million to sup¬ 
port thousands of victims 
across the West Midlands. 

“One of the main prior¬ 
ities is supporting the vic¬ 
tims of hidden crimes, such 
as domestic violence, child 
sexual exploitation, human 
trafficking, female genital 
mutilation and forced mar¬ 
riage.” 

“In these cases, we are 
often looking at the most 
vulnerable and isolated 
members of society and 
it is paramount that we 
bring these crimes out into 
the open. As a result of the 
work of the Victims Com¬ 
mission, I have been able 
to fund £320,000 to help 
tackle sexual violence here 
in the West Midlands this 
past year; £50,000 to fight 
Female Genital Mutilation 
and £110,000 to support 
the victims of so-called hon¬ 
our-based violence.” 

He was developing a Vul¬ 
nerable Citizens Portal to 
identify those at risk. 


Candle oil garage 
destroyed by fire 

A GARAGE storing scented candle oils in Halesowen was 
destroyed when a fire broke out. 

Fire crews from Oldbury and Haden Hill were called to 
the property in Hurst Green. 

Six firefighters fought the flames for an hour and even¬ 
tually put it out at 9.30pm on January 12. 

Oldbury Fire Station tweeted that its fire crew had liter¬ 
ally come out ‘smelling of roses’ after returning from the 
incident 

Matthew Smith, spokesman for West Midlands Fire 
Service, said: “The garage, which was about six metres by 
eight metres, was completely destroyed by a fire. 

“Six firefighters with breathing apparatus used two reel 
hoses and one main hose. 

“The fire started when a naked flame spread to barrels 
containing candle oil, which was being stored in the ga¬ 
rage.” 



CELEBRATING 


YEARS 
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LOW SALE PRICES. PAY NOTHING FOR A YEAR. 
NO DEPOSIT. THEN TAKE INTEREST FREE CREDIT. 

The Winter Sale is now in its final week at Cousins, the 
Midlands' largest and most inspirational furniture stores. 

Take advantage of huge savings across all departments. 
Everything is reduced, including all the famous brand 
names and our many new ranges. 

Our Winter Sale is now in its final week! 
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Bournemouth Bedroom - 
Reclaimed wood 
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B - 2 door wardrobe £729 (Was £999) 
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a true family business 


Open 7 days a week 

Late Nights: Tuesday & Thursday until 8pm 


Birmingham 

Warwick Road, 
Tyseley. Bll 2EW. 

T: 0121 765 3300 


Dudley 

Hall Street 
DY2 8NW. 

T: 01384 451500 


Manchester 

A57, Regent Rd, 
Salford. M5 4EA. 

T: 0161 875 4070 


www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 
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Dudley Chronicle Thursday, January 21,2016 

































ORANGERIES AND CONSERVATORIES 





Offer available at time of quotation only 
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Morlock House, Bridgnorth Road, Wombourne, South Staffs WV5 OAL 

Opening Hours: Monday-Thursday 10am-6pm, Friday 10am-5pm, Saturday 10am-4pm, Sunday 10am-2pm 






















More than 4,000 
on bike courses 

MORE than 4,000 people have taken bicy¬ 
cle training and maintenance courses since 
they were launched two years ago. 

Organisers are now urging more people 
to get involved as part of a campaign to re¬ 
duce congestion on the roads. It is part of a 
programme, run by Centro, part of the West 
Midlands Integrated Transport Authority. 

The programme has already promoted 
cycling in the Black Country through the 
‘Bostin Bikes’ scheme. This gave people the 
chance to try out new bikes with the option 
of buying them at a discount after training. 

Councillor Judith Rowley, lead for fair 
and safe transport on the West Midlands 
Transport Delivery Committee, said: 
“We’ve had a great response with cycling 
in this area. As well as the health benefits 
for people, there are real rewards in cutting 
traffic congestion and carbon emissions.” 

Find out more at www.mynetwork.org. 
uk/blackcountry and there will be flyers de¬ 
livered to homes during February. 


it's a relief that trouble pub 
is shut, say nearby residents 


THE decision to close a pub 
in Dudley which has been 
plagued by violence has 
been welcomed. 

Nearby business owners and resi¬ 
dents have spoken after the The Earl 
of Dudley Arms, in Wellington Road, 
was shut down by police until the end 
of March. 

The pub was closed by senior of¬ 
ficers after police were called to the 
premises more than 60 times over the 
last two years, with the premises being 
described as a hotbed for serious crime 
involving gangs. 

Incidents including wounding and 


robbery were listed among crimes re¬ 
ported at the pub and in December a 
man was badly beaten, olice said the 
owners had failed to protect custom¬ 
ers by ‘allowing members local gangs 
to frequent the premises’. 

Dudley’s Councillor Khurshid 
Ahmed said: “Public safety is of par¬ 
amount importance and reading re¬ 
ports of what’s been going on at the 
pub, it’s fair to say I feel pleased it has 
been closed if such incidents are true. 

“It is quite shocking people have 
been put at such risk and as a ward 
councillor, my main concern is the 
protection of their health and safety. 

“We now have a three-month period 


to work together to resolve this issue, 
but nothing should jeopardise the 
safety of the public.” 

A nearby business owner, who did 
not wish to be named, said: “It’s been 
a big problem for everyone in this area 
and I feel the safety of local people has 
been put at risk. It’s a relief that this 
notice has been served.” 

A resident of 20 years, who also 
did not want to be named, said she 
‘avoided the pub at all costs’. 

The pub was shut down at the end 
of December and will remain closed 
until the end of March after a closure 
notice was granted at Wolverhampton 
Magistrates Court. 



The Earl of Dudley Arms 


MP’s backing 
for governors 

DUDLEY North MP Ian Austin has joined 
a group promoting the role of school gov¬ 
ernors in turning schools around. 

The All-Party Parliamentary Group 
for Education Governance and Leader¬ 
ship aims to get more people involved in 
schools. Mr Austin wants education to 
be made the number one priority in the 
Black Country. 

He said: “Getting people involved in 
their local schools as school governors is 
an important way of making schools ac¬ 
countable to local people and driving up 
standards. 

“Local schools like Ellowes Hall, 
Dormston and Priory Primary are bril¬ 
liant examples of how well schools can 
perform if governors, parents and the 
whole community get behind heads and 
teachers working hard to make improve¬ 
ments.” 
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Terror for family as 
car ‘petrol bombed’ 



Worried Rik Freeman, of Dudley, is moving his family out 

TRUCK driver Rik Freeman is moving out of his home in 
Willow Road, Dudley, after his car was petrol bombed. 

He said he had been targeted by yobs two years ago, 
who had slashed his and wife Tracey’s tyres on several 
occasions. The incidents stopped after he installed CCTV 
cameras a year ago, until the the early hours of Saturday 
morning when his daughter Demi-Leigh was woken up by a 
flash. A hooded arsonist was seen on camera running away 
after the hatchback was set ablaze shortly before 3.30am. 

Mr Freeman, 50, who described himself as a ‘hard 
grafter’ who gets on with everyone, said he had no idea 
why they were being targeted. 

Anyone with information should call police on 101 or 
Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111. 

Man took his own 
life after losing job 

A MAN who was found dead in undergrowth at a park com¬ 
mitted suicide after being made redundant from his job, an 
inquest heard. Russell Baker had been looking for work for 
around a month since losing his job as a machine operator 
last month. 

Mr Baker, who was in his 50s, and lived in Spring Ave¬ 
nue, Rowley Regis, told his wife Paula that he was planning 
to hand deliver his CV to businesses when he left the house 
on January 5 this year. He was reported missing by his wife 
later that day with police officers conducting an extensive 
overnight search. 

His body was a found at Warren Hall Park a day later, on 
January 6, after policed tracked the location of his mobile 
phone. A post-mortem carried out by pathologist Dr Suhail 
Muzaffar concluded that Mr Baker died from asphyxiation 
due to suicidal strangulation. 

In an inquest at Smethwick Council House, senior coro¬ 
ner for the Black Country, Zafar Siddique, concluded that 
Mr Baker took his own life and gave a verdict of suicide. He 
said: “I would like to pass my heartfelt condolences onto 
the family and friends of Mr Russell Baker at this difficult 
time.” 


Merry Hill’s BIGGEST Leather Sale! 

The William & Sons fantastic Winter Sale is on right now! This weekend we’ve got 
huge sale reductions off all leather sofas, corner groups, chairs & stools including 
leading brand names! Everything is reduced throughout our 35,000 sq. ft. superstore! 
You can also choose to spread the cost with monthly payments over 3 years totally 
interest free, without even needing to leave a deposit!* 



WILLIAM & SONS WINTER 
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SOFAS • CORNER GROUPS • CHAIRS 
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LLIAM&SONS 


www.williamandsons.co.uk 


Level Street I Merry Hill I Dudley I West Midlands I DY51UA I T. 01384 77444 

OPENING TIMES: Monday to Friday 10-5.30pm Saturday 10-6pm Sunday 11-5pm 

Sign up at williamandsons.co.uk to receive OUR EXCLUSIVE PRIVILEGE OFFERS! 
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Taylor leads the linesman onto the pitch for the 74 World Cup Final in Munich 


Trying to keep control over German and Dutch players 


Taylor awards a penalty to Holland in the first minute of the World Cup Final 



Jack Taylor in action 



Jack Taylor in later years 


Taylor-made to be a success 


WORLD Cup Final referee Jack Taylor 
has become the latest Wolverhampton 
legend to be immortalised with his own 
biography. 

The late Mr Taylor took charge of the 1974 
final between West Germany and Holland and 
is among 222 people making their debut in 
the Oxford Dictionary of National Biography 
(ODNB.). 

He joins fellow famous Wulfrunians including 
Wolves and England defender Billy Wright, Wolves’ 
most successful manager Stan Cullis and late Wol¬ 
verhampton MP Enoch Powell in the list. 

“It is a wonderful tribute,” his widow Sue said. 
“I’m delighted that he is still remembered. He 
would be so honoured. Jack was a very modest man. 

“He had such phenomenal success yet it never 
went to his head. He thoroughly enjoyed what he 
did, and he knew he did it well.” 

Mr Taylor’s entry in the ODNB opens by saying 
that he left school at 14 after failing his 11 plus. 

“Living above his father’s butcher’s shop, it 
was probably assumed that he would go into the 
business, although as a young man he was keen on 
horses with thoughts of becoming a trader,” the bi¬ 
ography continues. 

“In the event, he did work in the shop, but it was 


MEMORY LANE 


By Nick Humphreys 


football at the weekends that became a central life 
interest.” 

The progress of Mr Taylor was ‘extraordinary’ 
according to the ODNB. He was only 31 years of 
age when he refereed the FA Amateur Cup final 
between Crook Town and Hounslow Town in 1962. 

In 1966, he refereed the FA Cup final between 
Everton and Sheffield Wednesday at Wembley, and 
then took charge of the 1971 European Cup final, 
between Ajax and Panathinaikos. 

Three years later he was the man in the middle 
for the World Cup Final, awarding two penalties. 

He received the OBE for services to football in 
1975. Not bad for the lad from Staveley Road. 

Once when Mr Taylor refereed a match at Luton 
Town, his face was cut when a fan threw a penny 
at him. 

Legend has it that after the match, comedian and 
Luton fan Eric Morecambe went to see him to make 
sure that he was alright, and also to check that he 
wasn’t going to report Luton for the incident. 

When Mr Taylor confirmed that he wouldn’t be 
reporting the matter, Morecambe replied: “Good, 
now can I have my penny back?” 


Mr Taylor later became commercial director at 
Wolves and was also a Wolverhampton magistrate 
for 25 years. He was inducted into the FIFA Hall of 
Fame in 1999 and in 2013 became the first referee 
inducted into the English Football Hall of Fame. 

He was 82 when he died of pneumonia at his 
home at Shifnal in July 2012. 

Former referee Alex Hamil met Mr Taylor in the 
late 1950s when he was a young up and coming ref¬ 
eree in the Wolverhampton leagues. 

“Jack was already a football league referee by 
then,” said Mr Hamil, 80, from from Ettingshall 
Park. “He took me under his wing and was always 
there to offer help and support. 

“Jack didn’t have an enemy in the world. He was 
loved and respected wherever he went. He produced 
some wonderful pieces of refereeing. But even when 
he was at the very top he never forgot his roots. He 
was a proud Wolverhampton man.” 

Mr Hamil recalls an incident during a Football 
League Referees Alliance meeting that he says sums 
up his old friend. “One of the national newspapers 
wanted to run a contest to vote on the best referee 
in the country,” he said. 

“Jack stood up and said he was completely 
against it, arguing that we shouldn’t start picking 
out referees as we were all in it together. 

“Everyone was shocked because we all knew 
there would only have been one winner....Jack! 


“He didn’t care about the personal accolades. 
That was his nature.” 

Wolves club historian John Hendley said Mr Tay¬ 
lor’s latest honour was richly deserved. 

“He was always renowned by the players as one of 
the best in the game,” Mr Hartley said. 

“If the players think you are the best then you 
must be pretty good, and it came from the best play¬ 
ers in the world. 

“In the World Cup Final that he refereed, he 
showed no fear in awarding the penalty in the first 
minute or booking the German captain. Both penal¬ 
ties he awarded were the right decisions. 

“He also booked Johann Cruyff in that game. 
Cruyff didn’t know that a Dutch linesman had 
taught Jack some Dutch swear words, so when 
Cruyff was swearing at him he knew exactly what 
he was saying. 

“He was a very quiet man, a decent man. 

“Jack was respected by everyone in Wolverhamp¬ 
ton and this award is fully deserved. 

“He was in it for the love of the game, not the 
money. He loved the game and loved it to be played 
properly.” 

He added: “At Molineux, the referee’s room is 
named the Jack Taylor Room. It gives visiting ref¬ 
erees something to aspire to. 

“If they could become half as good as Jack was, 
they wouldn’t be a bad referee.” 
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CAN’T AFFORD TO REPLACE 

UPVC then why not just revamp! 

BROKEN UNITS REPAIRED FROM £12 


Old looking handles, letterboxes etc. can be replaced 
Draughty windows can be re-sealed, gaskets replaced 
Doors can be adjusted to prevent draughts 
New locking systems, barrels and keys 
Any problems please call for free quote and advice 
We are a company you can trust trading for over 25 years 

FREE QUOTES ON ALL WINDOWS, 
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Part of the Lifestyle Windows Group 

www.lifestylewindowsofkingswinforil.co.uk 

01384 295855 

Building 26, Unit 5 First Avenue, Pensnett 
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French/Patio Doors 
FULLY FITTED 

from £649 


FULLY FITTED within 2 weeks For a service you can trust 


MANY MORE DESIGNS AVAILABLE 
•New Improved 10 Point Claw Lock *Steel Reinforced 

www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
Tel: 07759 536818 or 01902 842706 

email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
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Travel Special for Chronicle Readers 


Folkestone 
& Belgium Weekend 

Fri 18 to Mon 21 Mar 

Your break includes: 3 nights dinner, bed & breakfast at the Grand 
Burstin Hotel, Folkestone • 99p Bar!* Entertainment on most 
nights • Excursion to Ostend • Optional excursion to Canterbury 
(£4.99) • Return coach travel from Dudley 

Single supplements and terms apply 



For more information or to book, please call 08432 244 239 or visit us online at justgoholidays.com 
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Rail police take on more staff 
after 388,000 calls and texts 


Bid to get booze 
licence back fails 

BOSSES of a shop in Tividale have failed 
in an effort to regain a licence to sell alco¬ 
hol after concerns were raised by police and 
trading standards. 

Lifestyle Express in Tividale Road was 
stripped of its licence last year after non¬ 
duty paid alcohol was seized from the prem¬ 
ises. Alcohol had also been sold to a youth 
three years earlier. Even after the licence 
had been revoked, alcohol was found being 
displayed for sale in the shop. 

Nargus Bedum, who has taken over the 
business, said the shop had been hit hard 
by not being able to sell alcohol and also 
claimed she had not been involved with the 
business since 2010. 

But police and trading standards said 
they were not convinced there had been 
enough of a ‘divorce’ from the previous re¬ 
gime. 

West Midlands Police licensing officer 
Mick Boyd said he believed the application 
was nothing more than a ‘ploy’. 


MORE than 370,000 calls and 18,000 
texts were logged with British Trans¬ 
port Police, prompting a recruitment 
drive to help meet demand. 

Extra call handlers are needed for the 
Birmingham contact centre, which deals 
with non-emergency calls from train pas¬ 
sengers and railway staff. 

Eleven jobs will be up for grabs to begin with, 
although more are set to follow in the coming 
months. 

The new workers will join the existing 59 call 
handlers in the Birmingham control room. 

It follows the launch of the 61016 text number 
in 2013 which has led to a surge in the number 


of messages and information being logged with 
the service. 

Calls handlers also keep an eye on Twitter 
and respond to queries posted on social media. 

People can report incidents that have already 
happened, such as thefts, or passengers can re¬ 
port issues affecting their rail journey or their 
local station. 

The contact centre operates 24 hours a day, 
365 days a year and the call handlers are the 
first point of contact for both the public and 
train operating companies. 

Force contact manager Tony Taylor said: “We 
recognise the way people want to communicate 
with us is changing and no other force control 
room in the country uses text or social media to 
the extent we do. 


“Because of our pioneering approach, our Bir¬ 
mingham contact centre needs committed and 
customer-focused people to join our teams of 
call handlers and help us manage our calls for 
service. 

“The number of people using our 61016 text 
number to contact us has grown significantly 
since its introduction in 2013. “Last year, there 
was a 145 per cent increase in the number of 
texts we received. 

“Passengers are advised however that when 
a crime is happening, someone suspected of a 
crime is nearby or someone is injured, being 
threatened or in danger, they should not use 
the non-emergency number and instead call 999. 

To apply for one of the new roles visit http:// 
btpne. ws/callhandlers 


Officers act over 
gangs of youths 

YOBS who have been disturbing people 
visiting shops on two housing estates in 
Dudley have sparked a police crackdown. 

People complained that groups of 
youths had been hanging around the 
shops on the Wrens Nest and Old Park 
Farm estates. 

Police have stepped up patrols in a bid 
to curb the problem and move groups on. 

Details of the youths will be taken by 
officers and then home visits conducted to 
inform parents of concerns. 

Neighbourhood officers say if problems 
still persist then a dispersal order can be 
used to break up the gatherings of young 
people. 

The police crackdown is part of action 
across the Black Country to deter youths 
from gathering in large numbers, causing 
a nuisance or intimidating the public. 


Hole lot of bother for residents 



Resident Richard Lowe is unhappy with the unexpected works in Orchard Road 


RESIDENTS have been left without gas 
or electricity, some with stranded cars, af¬ 
ter workers began digging unannounced in 
their street. 

Work by National Grid began in Orchard 
Road, Dudley Wood, last week to the sur¬ 
prise of residents. 

The company said the work been sched¬ 
uled for last June but the works had been 
delayed until this month. 

National Grid admitted it had failed to in¬ 
form residents of the new date and has apol¬ 
ogised after houses were left with no water, 
gas or electricity. Some residents have not 
been able to move their cars as deep holes 
have been dug directly outside drives. 

Richard Lowe was dismayed by the lack 
of notice. He said: “I’ve had everything 
switched off, electricity, gas, water, heating 
— this is not on at all. The potholes are ab¬ 


solutely huge. It’s a narrow enough street 
as it is without having gigantic holes. 

“We should have been notified and keep 
updated by National Grid. It’s unbelieva¬ 
ble to think they’ve just turned up without 
warning and began digging away.” 

National Grid spokesperson Jane Taylor 
said: “Work was meant to begin on replac¬ 
ing the gas mains at Orchard Road in June 
2015, where we did send out letters to resi¬ 
dents to forewarn them. 

“Unfortunately we had to reschedule the 
date of this work to early this year and I 
believe no new letters were sent out telling 
residents of the updated plans. 

“I sincerely apologise to people living in 
the street who have been inconvenienced 
but it is necessary work. We aim to be as 
swift as possible and have the gas mains re¬ 
placed within the next four.” 


Country star on way 
to sing at Glee Club 

GRAMMY award-winning country singer Patty Griffin is 
in concert at Birmingham Glee Club on Sunday. 

The Texas-based songstress won the Grammy for her 
2010 album Downtown Church and her most recent album, 
Servant of Love, was released last year. 

Griffin, who has a nine album back catalogue, was also 
featured on Robert Plant’s Band of Joy album and toured 
with the former Led Zeppelin singer. 

Support at the Arcadian centre venue comes from Missis¬ 
sippi-born Frankie Lee. Tickets cost £20. Doors open 7pm. 

There is more country music at the same venue on 
Wednesday, January 27, with Texan singer-songwriter 
Aaron Watson, who last year released his 12th album The 
Underdog. He will be joined by California-based Sam Out¬ 
law who has just released his debut album Angeleno. Tick¬ 
ets cost £15. 

See the club’s website for further details. 


Play return 
by demand 

OF Mice and Men is return¬ 
ing to Birmingham Reperto¬ 
ry Theatre from February 4 
to 13 by popular demand. 

The play from the John 
Steinbeck novel is about 
farm workers in the US 
during the Great Depression 
and is directed by Rep artis¬ 
tic director Roxana Silbert. 

It was a success at the 
Centenary Square theatre 
in 2014 and returns with a 
new cast including William 
Rodell, Kristian Phillips and 
stage and TV veteran Dud¬ 
ley Sutton. Tickets from 
£13.50 on 0121 236 4455. 



OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK | SUNDAY BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 


We are a team of tradesmen who 
understand Local needs & this is our second 
store opening due to popular demand! 

We are known for our craftsmanship and 
promptness when completing jobs and we 
serve to keep our prices low without dropping 
the quality of service! 




I 


EXAMPLE JOB 

■ Shower enclosure or bath 

■ New shower/basin/wc 

■ 15 sqm waLL and floor tiling 

■ Debris removed 

Only £3850.00 


DISABILITY 

SPECIAL OFFER 

We have a good history 
of working with clients who 
have trouble using their bath 

■ New shower and folding 
seat and grab rail 

■ Receive a new easy 
access shower 

■ Tiled inside 

Only £2150.00 

. RECOMMENDED 


WE TRY HARDER 


i 1 VP 


Come & visit us in store today 


We offer free 
& no obligation 

home visits & a 
price within J 
48hrs 


DUDLEY 


BIRMINGHAM 


Dawley Trading Estate Stallings Lane Kingswinford DY6 7AP 
Aldridge Road Perry Barr Birmingham B42 2ET 


Call us on OI 384 279 997 or 0121 356 6003 

www.serenitybathroomsltd.com 


Email: serenitybathroomsltd(a)outLook.com 
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Guide dog Natalie shows 
MR the way for charity 



Dudley North MP Ian Austin takes a blind-folded walk in Dudley town centre with guide dog Natalie and team leader Andy Guiel 


DUDLEY North MP Ian Austin 
took to the streets blind-fold¬ 
ed to promote the work of the 
Beacon Centre for the Blind. 

Mr Austin, who has joined a 
new Parliamentary group on sight 
loss, was led by Natalie the Labra¬ 
dor in a bid by the Sedgley-based 
charity to highlight the challenges 
blind and partially-sighted people 
face on a daily basis. 

The Eye Health and Visual Impair¬ 
ment All-Party Parliamentary Group 
works to inform MPs about treatment 
and support for people suffering from 


sight loss and blindness. The Dudley 
Labour MP has joined it to help pro¬ 
mote the Beacon Centre for the Blind 
in Sedgley, which provides specialist 
services and support for people with 
visual impairment. 

Mr Austin has previously backed 
campaigns by the national Guide Dogs 
for the charity to improve blind peo¬ 
ple’s access to support and services. 

Experience 

He said: “It was an unbelievable 
experience. I think everybody should 
do this. 

“You’ve got no idea what’s around, 
what the obstacles are, where the traf¬ 


fic is, if there’s something outside the 
shop. It’s indescribable. 

“People involved in planning town 
centres should do this before they do 
the work.” 

He added: “The Beacon Centre for 
the Blind does brilliant work here in 
Dudley, so I will be working to pro¬ 
mote them and speak up for local blind 
people.” 

Stourbridge MP Margot James also 
took part in a blind-folded walk to 
highlight the experiences a partially 
or fully blind person would have in a 
town. The Conservative MP said: “I 
was shocked at how different the ex¬ 
perience made me feel.” 


SICHRISTOPHER’S 

CREATING BRIGHTER 
FUTURES 


Could you change a child’s life? 


Foster carers welcome a child into their home and into their family. 
They work with them through challenges many parents will never 
encounter - and reap rewards they may never experience. 


f 


St Christopher’s is a local charity that has been looking after children 
and young people since 1870. Foster with us and you become part of 
a skilled and dedicated team looking after children who are unable 
to live with their families. We provide full training and support and 
pay an allowance of at least £400 a week. 



What to know more? Visit our website or call the number below 
to speak with one of our friendly team. 

www.stchris.org.uk/fostering I 0800 234 6282 

win @stchris1870 

Caring for children and young people since 1 





REPLACEMENT KITCHEN DOORS 


In our latest brochure.. 

• Doors & Handles 

• Worktops & Panels 

• Sinks & Appliances, and More 

www.doors-more. 



NOW ON! 



Kitchen 

Makeovers 

8 Wordsley Green 
Lawnswood Rd Wordsley 
DY8 5PD Nr Sainsburys 
01384 293654 - 

www.iudk.co.uk 1 


Dpliances, and More 

s-more-com^ 


■tope ;> 


Beautiful Kitchen Makeovers From £1500 


7044 


Wolverhampton 


Dudley 


H Stourbridge H 



T U 0 I 0 



www.studio62kitchens.co.uk 
62 Louise Street Gornal Village 
DY32UB 

01384 455755 



>lnnovative DESIGN 
>Premium Quality 
KITCHEN FURNITURE 
>Professional INSTALLATION 
>Outstanding VALUE 


Visit our showroom to see our displays of kitchens 
and appliances; checkout the website for pictures 
of our finished projects. Book a survey and design; 

there’s no obligation. 



lucs 






RECONDITIONED 


VACUUM 

CLEANERS 

From 

£ 30.00 


WASHING 

MACHINES 

From 

£ 129.00 


NEW AND GRADED 


TUMBLE 

DRYERS 

From 

£ 129.00 


FRIDGE 

FREEZERS 

From 

£ 149.00 


.1 
ERS 
n 

nn 


175, HIGH STREET, BRIERLEY HILL, DY5 3BU 




TEL: 07538 005 637 OR 07429 705 750 
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Why not add an illustration (as above right) for only €10? (tick appropriate box below 



% S’frl 

I “>7 >- 0?| 

| f i • 1 

|r r Jr | 

mm 


SENDER'S DETAILS 

♦♦♦IMPORTANT*** 


If you have selected an illustrated 

Name: 

message, please enclose a cheque 


for £10, made payable to M.N.A, 

Contact No: 

and send to the address above. 


Express & Star 01902 317 878 


Follow the yellow brick 
road—to Netherton 



Janet Kirkham, Bethan Siviter-Co 

THE annual pantomime from 
a youthful group of per¬ 
formers is set to be another 
smash hit. 

The Young Ones and Their Guests 
are putting the finishes touches to 
their performance of The Wizard of 
Oz. 

The group is made up of a talented 


ipland and Melissa Huband are the 

group of seven to 18-year-olds. The 
first performance will be at Netherton 
Arts Centre on Saturday. 

Director and choreographer Audrey 
Hepwood, who has been involved with 
the group for 30 years, said: “Cinder¬ 
ella, Aladdin and Sleeping Beauty are 
all great fun, but we’ve done them all 
over the years. We were looking for 
something a bit different. 


three witches in The Wizard of Oz 

“That’s why we decided on The Wiz¬ 
ard of Oz.” 

The show starts this Saturday and 
runs until the following Saturday, Jan¬ 
uary 30. 

Evening performances start at 
7.15pm with matinee shows on the 
weekend begin at 2.30pm. 

For ticket details call Chris Sykes on 
(01384) 895266. Tickets cost £9 or £10. 


Rockers swagger 
back with style 

ALBUMS 1 H 1 I 



Bear necessities — The Temperance Movement Picture by Rob Blackham 


by Leon Burakowski 


THE classic bluesy rock on 
White Bear, the second al¬ 
bum from The Temperance 
Movement, further establish¬ 
es this British band as torch 
bearers for honest no-non¬ 
sense rock. 

Their music is in the swaggering tra¬ 
dition of The Black Crowes and AC/DC 
with nods to the reflective West Coast 
style of the likes of Crosby, Stills, Nash 
and Young. 

The band already have a reputation 
as a great live act and White Bear will 
add to their legion of fans, particularly 
thanks to full-throated Scottish front¬ 
man Phil Campbell. 

They have already won The Rolling 
Stones’ seal of approval, having been 
chosen to support the living legends 
on tour. 

Highlights on White Bear include the 
stomping Three Bulleits and the free¬ 
wheeling, expansive A Pleasant Peace 
I Feel. 

Notorious 

Check them out in concert at Bir¬ 
mingham’s 02 Institute in Digbeth on 
Monday, January 25. 

Notorious for unpleasant on-stage 
antics, it’s a safe bet that Fat White 
Family aren’t looking to become family 
favourites by name checking killer GP 
Doctor Shipman, Italian dictator Mus¬ 
solini and Hitler’s henchman Joseph 
Goebbels with tracks on second album 
Songs For Our Mothers. 

Their sound is so slippery it’s hard 
to pin down, which isn’t a bad thing. 
Safe to say, if you enjoy the loose 
grooves of The Happy Mondays and/or 
the intensity of John Lydon’s PIL, this 


ramshackle bunch are certainly worth 
listening to. 

I suspect that with a little more fo¬ 
cus Songs For Our Mothers could have 
been an exceptional album. There are 
more than a few hints of that amid all 
the frazzled strangeness. 

It begins with the relentless Krau- 
trock rhythm of Whitest Boy On The 
Beach, takes it to another woozy lev¬ 
el on Satisfied, and reaches its zenith 
with Duce — imagine some mad jam 
involving The Yardbirds, the Glitter 
Band and chanting Gregorian monks. 

The delivery of lyrics range from 
whispers to screams with chants in 
between, and are mostly indistinct, 
which is perhaps a good thing given 
the band’s desire to shock. But the 
cumulative effect is wonky, weird and 
overwhelming. 

You can catch Fat White Family live 


when they kick off their latest tour at 
Birmingham’s 02 Institute on February 
20 — don’t say I didn’t warn you. 

Nearly three years on from the debut 
album by Savages, Silence Yourself, 
Adore Life finds the London-based 
black-clad female band perfecting their 
spikey goth/punk sound, which recalls 
the likes of Penetration and Siouxsie 
and the Banshees, with a theme that 
often returns to sexual politics. 

Lead singer Jehnny Beth has a sten¬ 
torian tone but also reveals a more 
vulnerable side on Adore and Slowing 
Down The World. 

But if you want pure punk attitude, 
it doesn’t come much more withering 
than the put-down I Need Something 
New. When In Love is a stand-out track 
with its questing lyric and incendiary 
passion whilst Mechanics makes for a 
dark, apocalyptic closure. 





























QUALITY INSTALLATIONS 
ALL YEAR ROUND FROM. 


Geological gems are 
in bid for global status 



Once a coral reel in a tropical sea, Wren’s Nest is an important geological site due to its huge range of fossils 


A BID has been made to have 
the Black Country’s hidden 
geological gems officially 
recognised worldwide. 

If successful, the Black Country 
will be granted Global Geopark 
status and join a network of places 
of natural beauty, encompassing 
countries as diverse as Australia, 
Brazil, China, Austria, Malaysia 
and Italy 

The Black Country’s application has 
now been submitted to United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organistion. 


Two sites highlighted in the bid in¬ 
clude Dudley’s Wren’s Nest National 
Nature Reserve, where the cliffs are 
covered in vertical ripple bedswhich 
once lay under the sea, and is home 
to 700 different fossils — 86 of which 
cannot be found anywhere else in the 
world. 

Armada 

Another example is Barr Beacon 
Local Nature Reserve, one of the orig¬ 
inal beacon sites that warned off the 
approaching Spanish fleet the Armada, 
when England was threatened with in¬ 
vasion by Catholic Spain in the Eliza¬ 
bethan era. 


Barr Beacon has a quarry that pro¬ 
vided much of the sand and gravel that 
built Birmingham and is scarred by a 
deep valley created at the end of the 
last Ice Age, 20,000 years ago. 

There are 109 Global Geoparks in 
the world, ranging from Torbay and 
the Scottish Highlands in the UK, to 
volcanic sites in Iceland and Japan. 

Council chiefs say it will boost the 
local economy and will provide a host 
of new opportunities for learning. 

A scrutiny visit from UNESCO and 
the Global Geopark Network is ex¬ 
pected during spring or summer and 
the final outcome of the application 
will be announced in the autumn. 






workshop to a high specification. All our materials and 
components are, where possible, British or European 
made, ensuring you get the best possible finish. 

Theres a choice of white, coloured and wood grain 
finishes. We also offer a wide range of coloured foils for 
windows and conservatories. So no matter how large or 
small your project, speak to us about getting the best 
possible finish. We work throughout the Dudley area and 
West Midlands. So make you home look beautiful and 
save money by using Allwyn Windows. 


Allwyn windows, based in Kingswinford, Dudley, 
manufacturers and installs double glazed PVCU 
windows, doors and conservatories. We boast in-depth 
experience in the windows, doors and conservatory 
industry and have carried out hundreds of projects over 
the years. Clients have included both domestic and 
commercial customers, all of which look for quality and 
value for money. 

Allwyn windows range of double glazed UPVC windows, 
doors and conservatories are all manufactured in our 


Unit 2, Stallings Lane, Kingswinford, DY6 7HU 

T: 01384 291662 F: 01384 292288 M: 07956 230613 

www.allwyn-windows.co.uk 



impressed how problems with her teeth were 
resolved." 

Ann, a patient of Denture Clinic principal 
Steven Burchell Dip CDT RCS(Eng), suffered 
with an ill-fitting, lower denture and a long¬ 
standing issue was fixed with an implant- 
retained prosthetic. 

Adds Norma: “I knew what I wanted and 
was already in my mind going down the 
implant denture route. 

“At the same time, my step-daughter was 
encouraging me to see her implant dentist, 
the well-respected Dr Owain Rees.” 

“I asked my regular dentist to refer me to 
Steven and a consultation was arranged. 
Dental work is such a visual thing and unlike 
hospital surgical work we get to choose who 
undertakes it. 

“It was so important for me that I made the 
correct choice.” 

Enthusiastic 

Husband Don, a former design engineer 
and dance band frontman, who met Norma 
32 years ago while playing at the Corpus 
Christi Centre, Wednesfield, takes up the 
story: “We’d done some research, but 
websites can really say anything and it’s 
not the same as getting an impression face 
to face. When we saw Steven, he was so 
enthusiastic about his work and instilled 
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North Street’s dental implant surgeon, Dr Owain Rees 
(left) BDS, DGDP (UK) Dip Imp Dent (UCL) GDC 61576 
with principal Steven Burchell Dip CDT RCS(Eng) 
GDC 108353 

confidence in us that his clinic would be able 
to do the job well. But I had one searching 
question that was really important to me. I 
told him ‘I know my wife’ and then asked: 
‘Will she still be the same after the work is 
completed?’ 

“Steven was very reassuring and told me 
she would look the same, but with better 
teeth. We were never pressured and told 
to go away and think things through before 
making a decision.” 

With referrals in-house, Norma was seen 
by North Street Dental and Implant Clinic 
surgeon Dr Owain Rees BDS, DGDP (UK) 
DIP IMP DENT (UCL). Under one roof, with 
four modern surgeries, the clinical discipline 
of high quality denture provision sits side 
by side with general, cosmetic and implant 


dentistry. Norma’s treatment plan included 
intravenous sedation, the placing of six lower 
implants to support a removable overdenture 
and a traditional upper denture prescription. 
The former City Hospital accounts manager, 
says: “Knowing that Owain was going to do 
the surgery was great. 

“He explained everything and I embraced 
the treatment plan. 

“I’d always cared for my teeth, but I have 
a family history of gum problems and for 
more than 20 years I’d had a partial denture. 
I never realised it didn’t fit properly until I saw 
Steven. I’d just grown into it. 

“My new teeth ... I couldn’t ask for more 
and I’m amazed at the difference. They look 
so natural," she adds. Don agrees her new 
smile is “stunning.” 

Confidence is back 

Norma enjoys a hectic lifestyle juggling 
dancing with personal commitments and 
volunteer stints at the Locksmith’s House, 
Willenhall, a well-preserved piece of living 
Victorian history. 

“I love working there and Don helps too. I 
used to be self-conscious of my smile when 
meeting people and was always careful how 
I smiled. Now I have all my confidence back 
and my only regret is that I didn’t get my 
teeth sorted out three years ago.” 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Norma Aston - 
all my confidence 
is back 


A PICTURE snapped at a dance 
group’s farewell party to mark 
a friend’s departure to Jamaica 
showed more than what vivacious 
Norma Aston was expecting. 

As the well-wishes were made and 
memorable dancing stories exchanged 
amongst members of the Uksalsafeet 
classes at Willenhall’s Chart Centre, the 
cameras and smart phones did their work. 

But a single profile shot of Norma captured 
a different story to all the other photographs 
taken at that event. 

“My teeth had been troublesome for years, 


but when I saw the photo and realised just 
how far forward my top teeth had moved I 
knew I had to get something done. It was 
a turning point for me,” recalls Norma of 
Willenhall. 

The youthful 60-something-year-old salsa 
enthusiast, who attends classes every 
Saturday to help perfect her technique in this 
pastime made popular by programmes like 
Strictly Come Dancing, adds: “There were a 
number of things that came together which 
encouraged me to get things sorted. 

“I had seen an article in my local paper 
about a woman, Ann [Skitt], who attends 
the same gym as myself at the centre. I was 


v Suction, dentur es, Complete, dentures, Partial denture s, j Qjogy dentur es. Implant- r etained dentur es. Re pairs ser vice, Relines j Softf linin gs, 


For appointments at all clinics call 5 North Street, Dudley, 

West Midlands, DY2 7DT 


0800 0285185 


p & 


f 


www.denture-clinic.co.uk 


Offroad 

Parking 


Wheelchair 

Friendly 


Level 

Access 


Find us on 
FACEBOOK 


Richmond House 

112 Richmond Road, Wolverhampton, WV3 9JJ 

Comberton Dental Surgery 

29 Comberton Rd. Kidderminster, DY10 3DL 



Denture 

JOnic 
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Express & Star Shop 


MEN’S LINED CHINOS 

it 


Only £30 plus P&P 


With classic chino styling, soft fleece 
lining, two slant pockets, belt loops 
and two back button pockets these 
traditional favourites provide the 
perfect solution for the colder seasons. 

• An additional hidden expanding waist 
offers an extra two inches of give, 
enabling you to move and stretch 
with ease. 

• Sizes: Leg 27” 29” 31” 33”, 

• Waist 32” 34” 36” 38” 40” 42” 44” 

46” 48” 


BUY ONE 
PAIR GET 
ONE FREE 



MOLESKIN 

TROUSERS 


Only £29.99 plus P&P 


A classic style in hardwearing, soft, cotton moleskin, 
with a sturdy zip, deep quarter pockets and a practical 
buttoned back pocket. The trousers have a comfortable fit 
and flattened overstitched seams give a tailored appearance. 
Featuring a colour co-ordinated inner waistband and a secure 
hook and button fastening. 

Machine washable. Available sizes: Leg - 27”, 29”, 31” Waist - 
32”, 34”, 36”, 38”, 40”, 42”, 44”, 46”, 48” 



C214BG i 

1 mm 

C214BR 


Beige 


Brown 

1 



es*? 


PADDED FLEECE 
LINED SHIRT 


Only £19.99 plus P&P 


This superbly warm fleece lined shirt can be worn 

casually or as a durable outdoor work shirt. 

• Features include a front zip fastening, two button 
down chest pockets and two hand warming pockets 

• 100 % 
polyester 

• Machine 
washable. 

• Sizes: M 
(40”-42”), 

L (42”-44”), 

XL (44”-46”), 

XXL (46”- 
48”), XXXL 
(48”-50”) 




WATERPROOF 
BOOTS & SHOES 


Only £29.99 plus P&P 



These lightweight walking shoes and boots have been designed to support 
you every step of the way. A waterproof construction also includes a soft padded 
collar and tongue for super walking comfort. 

The winged lacing system of the upper eyelets enables quick, easy access and additional support. 

A durable midsole is designed to absorb any shocks that may occur underfoot, protecting both your 
feet and joints. 

Ladies’ sizes 4-8 and men’s sizes 6 -12. 



S159BK 

Black 


S159BR 

Brown 
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• 
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To order call 0871 911 7011* Quote 58247 
Online at EXPRESSANDSTARSHOP.CO.UK 

8am-8pm 7 days a week. *Calls cost 13p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. 


Our ‘was’ pricing refers to the original selling prices offered on our website www.cjoffers.co.uk, and in our retail store between 12th October and 12th January 2016. Allow 7 working days for delivery. If not happy for any reason we will accept return of faulty/unused goods in sealed original packaging for full refund or 

replacement within 30 days. These goods are sold and supplied by BVG-Airflo Ltd. with whom you contract when you accept this offer. A SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED ON DELIVERY. 

RETURN TO: EXPRESS & STAR (58247), PO BOX 87, BRECON, LD3 3BE 

Initial_Surname _ 


Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms) 

Address_ 

Email 


_ Tel. (for queries only)_ 


I enclose my cheque/PO made payable to BVG-AIRFLO LTD for £_ 
My card number is: 


_0r please debit my card £_ 


sJCl Mastercard EH Visa EH Maestro Issue No. _ 


1 Start 
J date: 


Expiry 

date: 


Security 

Number: 


“Midland News Association Ltd and other MNA companies or selected third parties may contact you with details of goods and services you may be interested in. By placing this order you give consent to Midland News Association 
Limited or selected third parties doing so, unless you have indicated your objection by ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from selected third parties and ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from Midland News 
Association Ltd.” 


PLEASE SEND ME 

CODE(S) 

SIZE 

QTY 

PRICE 

TOTAL 





































Please add £4.95 P&P to entire order 

TOTAL 

£4.95 
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Express & Star Shop 


100% DUCK 
FEATHER & 

DOWN ALL 
SEASONS DUVETS 


From only £59.99 plus P&P 


A duvet for all seasons with a 100% pure cotton 
cover. Filled with 100% duck feather and down, it 
is the perfect way to stay blissfully comfortable 
all year round. The 4.5 tog duvet is ideal for warm 
summer nights whilst the 9 tog duvet provides 
extra insulation for autumn and spring. Joined 
together with simple fastenings, the combined 
13.5 tog rating of both duvets makes for the perfect 
combination against the chilliest of winter nights. 
Feather pillows are also available for just £9.99 each. 


Product 

Measurement 

Code 

Was 

Price 

Single 

140 x 200cm 

D2304 

£79.99 

£59.99 

Double 

135 x 190cm 

D2305 

£99.99 

£79.99 

King 

230 x 220cm 

D2306 

£119.99 

£89.99 

S/King 

260 x 220cm 

D5957 

£129.99 

£99.99 

Pillow 

63 x 43cm 

D2303 

£12.99 

£9.99 



LUXURY 

FEATHER 

MATTRESS 

TOPPER 


From only £59.99 plus P&P 


This beautifully soft, 100% white duck feather mattress 
topper will add comfort to your existing mattress. Its 
deep-filled ‘high loft’ pockets provide gentle, restful 
support and will keep you cosy through the chilliest of 
nights. Its 100% pure cotton cover is smooth and soft to 
the touch and elastic retainer straps in each corner keep 
the topper firmly in place. Available in 3” or 5” depths. 
Feather pillows are also available for just £9.99 each. 


SAVE \ 
UP TO \ 

£40, 


i 


■3 


Product 

3” 

Was 

Price 

5” 

Was 

Price 

Single 

D2307 

SOLD OUT 

SOLD OUT 

D6555 

£79.99 

£59.99 

Double 

D2308 

£79.99 

£59.99 

D6556 

£99.99 

£79.99 

King 

D2309 

£99.99 

£69.99 

D6557 

£119.99 

£89.99 

S/King 

D5956 

£109.99 

£79.99 

D6558 

£139.99 

£99.99 

Pillow 

D2303 

£12.99 

£9.99 
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To order call 0871 911 7011 * Quote 58252 
Online at EXPRESSANDSTARSHOP.CO.UK 

8am-8pm 7 days a week. *Calls cost 13p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. 


Our ‘was’ pricing refers to the original selling prices offered on our website www.cjoffers.co.uk, and in our retail store between 12th October and 12th January 2016. Allow 7 working days for delivery. If not happy for any reason we will accept return of faulty/unused goods in sealed original packaging for full refund or 

replacement within 30 days. These goods are sold and supplied by BVG-Airflo Ltd. with whom you contract when you accept this offer. A SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED ON DELIVERY. 


| RETURN TO: EXPRESS & STAR (58252), PO BOX 87, BRECON, LD3 3BE 

1 Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms) Initial Surname 





PLEASE SEND ME 

CODE 

QTY 

PRICE 

TOTAL 


l Address Postcode 

1 Email Tel. (for aueries onlv) 
















i 1 enclose mv cheaue/PO made Davable to BVG-AIRFLO LTD for £ Or Dlease debit mv card £ 1 1 Mastercard 1 1 Visa 1 1 Maestro Issue No. 






1 My card number is: 

: ini irrmi i i i irrrnrmai m/m a? m/m ss rm 












Please add £4.95 P&P to entire order 

£4.95 

“Midland News Association Ltd and other MNA companies or selected third parties may contact you with details of goods and services you may be interested in. By placing this order you give consent to Midland News Association 

1 Limited or selected third parties doing so, unless you have indicated your objection by ticking this box Of you do not want to hear from selected third parties and ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from Midland News 
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Achieving Together 

Creating Our Future 


Chester Road, Netherton, Dudley, 
West Midlands DY2 9RZ 
Tel: 01384 818415 

Email: info@netherbrook.dudley.sch.uk 
Web: www.netherbrook.dudley.sch.uk 





Primary schools achieve 

outstanding 
results 

in the 

league 
tables 



We remain in the top ten schools in the Dudley league tables 
and are very proud of the achievements of our pupils. 


Blanford Mere Primary School is based in Kingswinford, with superb nearby facilities that offer 
opportunities for children to both learn and play. We have a state of the art learning resource 
centre which provides children with the latest technology alongside a well-resourced library. 
We offer exciting curriculum opportunities to foster a lifelong love of learning in our children. 
We also support parents by offering a Breakfast and After School Club. 

We are a community school with delightful children, supportive parents and a hard working 
team of staff and Governors who work closely together to ensure that children strive to 
achieve the very best that they can. 

We encourage you to visit and see the school for yourself. Please contact the school office on 
01384 818365 to arrange a mutually convenient time, www.blanford.dudley.sch.uk 


Blanford Mere Primary School, Blanford Mere Estate, Mimosa Walk, Kingswinford, West Midlands. 
DY6 7EA Tel: 01384 818365 




01384 816980 


info@brierley.dudley.sch.uk 
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Shakespeare 

remade 


NATIVE 

MONSTER 


For full listings see Express & Star every Friday 


TraOelstyle coach holidays FREE BROCHURE 0844 288 0830 or visit travelstyletours.co.uk 




4/5 DAYS from £249.95 


3/4 NIGHTS B&B Inter Hotel, Paris Est Rosny 

• Includes 2 day hopper ticket < Approx. 8 hour discovery visit in Paris (5 days only! 



WARNER STUDIO TOUR 
Making of Harry Potter 


2 DAYS £119.95 

OVERNIGHT HALF BOARD 
• Admission included plus visits to Science & 
Natural History Museums 




KYLE OF LOCHALSH BY TRAIN 
ISLE OF SKYE & STRATHSPEY STEAM 


f 


5 DAYS FROM £249.95 

4 NIGHTS HALF BOARD Mackays/Garve Hotel 
• Includes Scotrail train to Kyle of Lochalsh, Strathspey 
Steam Railway and visits to Loch Ness & Inverness 

isammmm 



5 DAYS FROM £199.95 


4 NIGHTS HALF BOARD Camelot Castle Hotel 
• Includes trips to Rick Stein's Padstow 
& Doc Martin's Port Isacc 




HALF BOARD breaks at the 
Rainbow/Sherwood Hotel, Torquay 
100 yards from the sea! • Visits to Exeter & Dawlish 
Scenic drive to Brixham (5/7 days only) 





14, 21, 28 MAR 
4,18, 25 APR 
9,16, 23, 30 MAY 
6,13, 20, 27JUN 
4,11,18, 25 JUL 
1,8,15,22,29 AUG 


29 MAY, 19 JUN, 
10, 31 JUL 
7, 28 AUG 
11 SEP 

* Visits Seaton, Sidmouth 
6 Dartmoor instead of 
Exeter & Dawlish 


4/5/7 DAYS from £129.95 


You May Also Like: Isle oQ Wight, Cornwall, Devon, Llandudno, Scarborough, Eastbourne, Scotland from £89.95 
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thefastticket 


Listings January 22 - 28 


5 DAY COACH BREAK 
TO SCOTLAND - £189 

Tue sday 1 st March m 

1 Loch Tummel Hotel Perthshire 1 

SB*** l 

SPRING ] 

TOUR INCLUDES: 

CEILIDH BREAK 

•4 Nights Half Board 

This 5 day coach break 

. Nightly 
entertainment 

staying at our Loch Tummel 
Hotel includes a “Ceilidh 

• Excursions 

Night” (Kay-lee), when you J 

PICKUP FROM: 

will enjoy typical Scottish 
entertainment with foot 
tapping music. There 
will also be an excursion 
everyday including 

Balmoral, Braemar, Ballater, 
St Andrews and entrance 
into Blair Castle. 

Birmingham, 

Smethwick, 

West Bromwich, 
Dudley, 

Wolverhampton, 

Walsall 



LOCHS 

W GLENS 

Holidays are fully bonded. 

School Road, Gartocharn, 

G83 8RW 

HOLIDAYS 


| wwwLOCHS.COM 

01389 713713 | 


ENROLLING WILL TAKE PLACE 
THROUGHOUT JANUARY! 

Spaces for 3-12 year old complete beginners 
on The Competition Squad 2016!! 



Flare Dance Academy 

Home of European Champions! 

Practise takes place on Tuesday evenings 
and Saturdays at Coseley High School! 

1 st class is absolutely FREE! 

For more details call Emma on 07900910506 

Teacher... I.D.T.A. andA.D.F.P. officiated 


Wedding Fay re 

Sunday 7th February 


3 

Himley Hall, nr Dudley 

10.30am - 4pm 

Fashion Shows: 11am. lpm, 3pi 

Stunning Wedding Gowns, 

Mens Wear, Jewellery, Cars, 

Cakes, Flowers, 

Photographers, Video, 

Stationary, Venue Dress 
Everything for your , 

perfect day... 
f1 admission - 

Donations to Cancer Support 
Stands Available 
For more information 
please telephone 
01384 866165 or 
07505 142475 




Hungry For More i 
Customers? 

Use Your 
Noodle. 


To advertise every Friday call one of our helpful advisors c 

01902 319191 


Isy 

Suttie 



Tuesday, 8pm 

The Slade Rooms, W’ton 

The comedian from Hull, best known 
as Dobby in hit C4 comedy series 
Peep Show, brings her stand-up show 
about boyfriend hunting, The Actual 
One. 

Visit www.wolvescivic.co.uk 


Nicola 

Benedetti 



Wednesday, 7.30pm 
Symphony Hall, B’ham 
Classical star Nicola Benedetti will 
perform Szymanowski’s second violin 
concerto. Also being performed will 
be Haydn’s Symphony No. 92 and 
Brahms’ fourth. 

Visit www.thsh.co.uk 


The 

Libertines 



Wednesday, 6pm 
Barclaycard Arena, B’ham 
The Libertines released a highly 
acclaimed album, Anthems For 
Doomed Youth, in September last year. 
They are now on their own arena tour 
which heads out way next week. 

Visit www.barclaycardarena.co.uk 


Patty 

Griffin 



Sunday, 7pm 
Glee Club, B’ham 
The Texas-based songstress won the 
Grammy for her 2010 album Down¬ 
town Church and her most recent 
album, Servant of Love, was released 
last year. 

Visit www.glee.co.uk 


POP & ROCK 

In This Moment 

Fri at 6pm, £12.50 
The Institute, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B5 6DY. 

Call 0121 643 0428 

The Usual Suspects 

Fri at 9.30pm, 

The Knights Quest, 

Rowley Regis, B65 OEE. 

Call B65 OEE 

Motionless In White 

Fri at 6pm, 

Asylum, Hockley, 

Birmingham, B19 3LS. 

Call 0121 233 1109 

Creedance Collection: 
Credence Clearwater Revival 
Tribute 

Fri at 7pm, 

The RoadHouse Birmingham, 
B30 3DZ. Call 0121 246 2273 

Dilly Dally 

Mon at 8pm, 

Hare & Hounds, Kings Heath, 
Birmingham, B14 7JZ. 

Call 0844 870 0000 

Voodoo Glow Skulls 

Wed at 7pm, 

Wolverhampton Slade Rooms, 
WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

Rebecca Ferguson: Lady Sings 
The Blues - POSTPONED 

Sat at 7.30pm, £28.50 - £35 
Symphony Hall, 

Birmingham, B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

Nahko And Medicine For The 
People 

Sat at 7pm, 

Wolverhampton Slade Rooms, 
WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

Abbamania: Tribute To Abba 

Sat at 7.30pm, £19.50 
New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

Seyes: Yes Experience 

Sat at 7.30pm, 

Prince Of Wales Centre, 
Cannock, WS11 IDE. 

Call 01543 578762 

One Night Of Rock 

Fri at 7.30pm, 

New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

G2 Definitive Genesis: Genesis 
Tribute 

Sat at 9pm, 

The Robin 2, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

The Libertines 

Wed at 6pm, £25.70 - £35.70 
Barclaycard Arena, 

Birmingham, B1 2AA. 

Call 0121 780 4141 


Eradikator 

Sat at 6.45pm, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 

Open Mic Night 

Mon at 8.30pm, Free 

Katie Fitzgerald’s, Stourbridge, 

DY8 3TB. Call 01384 374410 

The Temperance Movement 

Mon at 7pm, £14 
The Institute, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B5 6DY. 

Call 0121 643 0428 

Battle of The Bands Heats 

Fri, Sun, 7.30pm 
Wolverhampton Slade Rooms, 
WV1 1RQ. 0870 320 7000 

FOLK & 

ACOUSTIC 


The Acoustic Sessions 

Tue at 8.30pm, Free 
The Jam House, 

Birmingham, B31QU. 

Call 0121 200 3030 

Aaron Watson 

Wed at 7pm -11pm, 

The Glee Club, Birmingham, 
B5 4TD. Call 0871 472 0400 

Patty Griffin 

Sun at 7pm -11pm, 

The Glee Club, Birmingham, 
B5 4TD. 

Call 0871 472 0400 

Irish Music Session 

Wed at 8pm, 

Katie Fitzgerald’s, 
Stourbridge, DY8 3TB. 

Call 01384 374410 

JAZZ & BLUES 

Blues Club 

Sat at 4pm - 8pm, 

Hare & Hounds, Kings Heath, 
Birmingham, B14 7JZ. 

Call 0844 870 0000 

Reuben James Jazz Trio 

Fri at 8pm, 

mac, Cannon Hill Road, 
Birmingham, B12 9QH. 

Call 0121 446 3232 

Del Camino 

Thu at 10pm, £0 - £5 

The Jam House, Birmingham, 

B31QU. 

Call 0121 200 3030 

Kenny Thomas 

Wed at 8.30pm, 

The Jam House, Birmingham, 
B31QU. 

Call 0121 200 3030 

Sax In The City: The 
Notebenders 

Sat at 1.30pm, 

Symphony Hall, 

Birmingham, B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 


Solid Soul 

Fri at 9pm, Sat at 9pm, 

£5-£10 

The Jam House, Birmingham, 
B31QU. Call 0121 200 3030 

The Story Of Ronnie Scott’s 

Sat at 8pm, 

Birmingham Town Hall, 

B3 3DQ. Call 0121 780 3333 

Room 4 the Blues - Session 

Fri, 8pm 

The Claregate Pub, 

Codsall Road, Wolverhampton, 
WV6 9ED. 

CLASSICAL & 

OTHER MUSIC 

The Lydia Glanville Quartet 

Fri at 5pm, 

Symphony Hall, 

Birmingham, B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

Singalong With The CBSO: 
Haydn’s The Creation 

Sun at 1.30pm, 7pm, £13.50 
Symphony Hall, 

Birmingham, B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

CBSO 2015-16: Nicola 
Benedetti: Szymanowski 

Wed at 7.30pm, £12.50 - £45 
Symphony Hall, 

Birmingham, B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

KS3 Schools’ Concerts 

Fri at 11am, 1pm, £5 
Symphony Hall, 

Birmingham, B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

THEATRE 

Strictly Come Dancing 

Fri at 7.30pm, Sat at 2.30pm, 
7.30pm, Sun at 1.30pm, 6.30pm, 
£35 - £65 

Barclaycard Arena, 

Birmingham, B1 2AA. 

Call 0121 780 4141 

Freezin 

Sat at 7.30pm, 

The Crescent Theatre, 
Birmingham, B16 8AE. 

Call 0121 643 5858 

ZooResidence Showcase: 
Nursery Rhymez: Remixed 

Wed at 2pm, 7pm, 
Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 IDE. 01902 573320 

Entertaining Angels by Richard 
Everett 

Mon - Thu at 7.30pm 
The Rose Theatre, 

Kidderminster, DY10 2RX. 

Call 01562 743745 

The Boy Who Bit Picasso 

Fri at 10am, 1.30pm, Sat at 
2.30pm, 

Newhampton Arts Centre, 
Wolverhampton, 

WV1 4AN. Call 01902 572090 


A Beautiful Ending 

Tue at 8pm - 10.20pm, Wed at 
8pm - 10.20pm, 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 
B1 2EP Call 0121 236 4455 

Ballet Theatre UK: The Snow 
Queen 

Fri at 7.30pm, £12-£17 
The Crescent Theatre, 
Birmingham, 

B16 8AE. Call 0121 643 5858 

Cabaret XXL 2016 

Thu at 9.30pm, 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 
B1 2ER Call 0121 236 4455 

Death Of A Salesman 

Fri at 7.45pm, Sun at 2.45pm, 
7.45pm, Mon at 7.45pm, Wed at 
7.45pm, Thu at 7.45pm, 

The Crescent Theatre, 
Birmingham, B16 8AE. 

Call 0121 643 5858 

The Legend Of King Arthur 

Sun at 7.30pm, £10 
Oakengates Theatre, Telford, 

TF2 6ER Call 01952 382382 

The Great Gatsby 

Thu at 7.30pm, 

Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury, 

SY3 8FT. Call 01743 281281 

The Midnight Soup 

Sat at 2pm, 8pm, 
mac, Cannon Hill Road, 
Birmingham, B12 9QH. 

Call 0121 446 3232 

The Rocky Horror Show 

Mon at 8pm, Tue at 8pm, Wed at 
8pm, Thu at 8pm, 

New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

Lady Lust 

Fri at 8pm - 10pm, Sat at 8pm - 
10pm, 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 
B1 2EP Call 0121 236 4455 

Macbeth 

Tue at 7pm, Wed at 7.30pm, Thu 
at 2pm, 7.30pm, 

£8.50 - £35 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 
B1 2EP Call 0121 236 4455 

Peter Pan 

Fri at 2.30pm, 7.15pm, Sat at 
2.30pm, 7.15pm, Sun at 2pm, 
6pm, £17-£31.50 
Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 IDE. Call 01902 573320 

The Snowman 

Fri at 2pm, 7pm, Sat at 11 am, 
3pm, 7pm, Sun at 3pm, 

£13.50-£35 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 
B1 2ER Call 0121 236 4455 

Aladdin 

Sun at 5.15pm, Tue at 2pm, 
7.15pm, Wed at 2pm, 7.15pm, 
Thu at 12pm, 12pm, 7.15pm, £14 
- £42 

Birmingham Hippodrome, 

B5 4TB. Call 0844 338 5000 


COMEDY 

Birmingham Is Funny: Foghorn 
Unscripted - What The 
Dickens? 

Sat at 7.30pm, 
mac, Cannon Hill Road, 
Birmingham, B12 9QH. 

Call 0121 446 3232 

No Such Thing As A Fish With 
The Ql Elves: Live Tour 

Sat at 8pm, 

mac, Cannon Hill Road, 
Birmingham, B12 9QH. 

Call 0121 446 3232 

Isy Suttie: The Actual One 

Tue at 8pm, 

Wolverhampton Slade Rooms, 
WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

The Best In Live Stand-Up 
Comedy 

Fri, Sat at 7pm, 

The Glee Club, Birmingham, 

B5 4TD. Call 0871 472 0400 

Comedy In The Met 

Sat at 8pm, 

Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 
ST16 2LT. 

Call 01785 254653 

Dave Gorman: Gets Straight To 
The Point (The PowerPoint) 

Tue at 8pm, £24 

Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury, 

SY3 8FT. 

Call 01743 281281 

TALKS & 

OTHER EVENTS 

The REP And Innovation In 
Theatre Design: Talk 

Thu at 12pm, £4.50-£12 
Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 
B1 2EP 

Call 0121 236 4455 

Beta International 2016 

Sun at 9.30am - 6pm, Mon at 
9.30am - 6pm, Tue at 9.30am - 
4.30pm, 

The NEC Birmingham, 

B40 1 NT. Call 0121 780 4141 

The Monster Energy 
Arenacross Tour 

Sat at 7pm, Sun at 3pm 
Genting Arena, 

Birmingham, B40 1 NT. 

Call 0121 780 4141 

CLUBBING 

Quadrophenia Night 

Sat - Sun at 8pm - 1am, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 

EL-B 

Fri - Sat at 10pm - 3am, 

Hare & Hounds, 

Kings Heath, Birmingham, 

B14 7JZ. 

Call 0844 870 0000 


Check out full listings in the ticket in Friday’s Express & Star 
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entertainment 25 


Return of Rocky’s 
raunchy musical 



Do the time warp again with those naughty s-extraterrestrials when The Rocky Horror Show arrives in Birmingham 


SINCE its first appearance at Lon¬ 
don’s Royal Court Theatre in June 
1973, Richard O’Brien’s The Rocky 
Horror Show has become the world’s 
favourite rock ‘n’ roll musical. 

It has been performed for over 40 
years and has been translated into 
more than 20 languages, as well as 
becoming a cult movie. 

Director Christopher Luscombe 
created a new production to celebrate 


the 40th anniversary and this ver¬ 
sion of the show is back by popular 
demand, embarking on a year-long 
national tour including a stint at Bir¬ 
mingham’s New Alexandra Theatre 
from Monday to Saturday. 

X Factor finalist and chart-topper 
Diana Vickers will star in the role 
of Janet Weiss, opposite Emmerdale 
actor Ben Freeman as Brad Majors. S 
Club 7 star Paul Cattermole will join 


them as rocker Eddie and Dr Scott. 
West End star Liam Tamne, who shot 
to fame on The Voice, has been cast as 
transexual alien icon Frank N Furter. 

Following over 900 performances 
of the 40th anniversary tour, Kristian 
Lavercombe returns as Riff Raff. 

The musical extravaganza features 
classic songs including Science Fic¬ 
tion/Double Feature, Dammit Janet 
and, of course, The Time-Warp. 



Double double 
toil and trouble 


ACTORS John Heffernan and Anna Maxwell Martin will 
star as the most famous power couple in drama in an am¬ 
bitious and highly physical new staging of Shakespeare’s 
Macbeth, at Birmingham Repertory Theatre from Tuesday 
to Saturday. 

Scottish nobleman Macbeth, inspired by the prophecy of 
three witches, embarks on a murderous journey of power, 
treachery and paranoia in his bid to gain the Scottish throne, 
encouraged by his ambitious wife. 

Maxwell Martin (pictured left as Lady Macbeth) is a twice 
Bafta award winning actress, for Bleak House and Poppy 
Shakespeare, also known for Death Comes to Pemberley. She 
was most recently seen on TV screens in The Frankenstein 
Chronicles, Midwinter of the Spirit and the BBC’s Christmas 
whodunnit And Then There Were None. 

Luther 

Heffernan, who plays Macbeth, is one of this country’s 
leading stage actors with the National Theatre and the Royal 
Shakespeare Company. He has also recently been seen on 
screen in Dickensian and Luther. 

The production has been directed by Carrie Cracknell and 
choreographer Lucy Guerin, who also collaborated on the Na¬ 
tional Theatre’s acclaimed production of Medea. 

The Rep will stage several Shakespeare plays this year, 
including Twelfth Night and King Lear, to mark the 400th 
anniversary of his death. See www.birmingham-rep.co.uk 


Strictly fabulous as 
celebs keep dancing 

THE Strictly Come Dancing 
Live Tour returns to Birming¬ 
ham for a fab-ulous ninth year. 

Leading the pack will be this 
year’s Glitter Ball winner Jay 
McGuiness, from boyband The 
Wanted. He will be partnered 
again by professional Aliona 
Vilani, who has announced that 
she is quitting the BBC TV show. 

Other celebrities booked in for 
the three-day Birmingham run 
from tomorrow (Fri) to Sunday 
are Georgia May Foote, Helen 
George, Frankie Bridge, Ainsley 
Harriott, Anita Rani, and Jake 
Wood. They will be joining the 
2016 tour host Mel Giedroyc, 
together with judges Len Good¬ 
man, Craig Revel Horwood and 
Bruno Tonioli. 


Picasso show for 
family audiences 

AN INTERACTIVE theatre 
show that offers audience mem¬ 
bers a chance to make art is be¬ 
ing staged in Wolverhampton. 

The Boy Who Bit Picasso is 
at Newhampton Arts Centre, 
Dunkley Street, on Saturday 
at 2.30pm. There will be per¬ 
formances for schools the day 
before. The show by Untied 
Artists and Oxford Playhouse 
brings artist Antony Penrose’s 
children’s book to life and com¬ 
bines storytelling, music and 
art. It tells the true tale of how 
a young boy - Penrose himself 
- became friends with the great 
Spanish artist. 

Tickets are £5 for adults and 
£4 children on 01902 572090. 


Singer puts back 
tour to the autumn 

REBECCA Ferguson has re¬ 
scheduled her Lady Sings the 
Blues tour, postponing her Bir¬ 
mingham concert for nearly ten 
months. 

The X Factor finalist, who 
was runner-up to Matt Cardie 
in 2010, won fans for her husky 
vocals and was due to perform 
at the Symphony Hall on Jan¬ 
uary 23. The third album by 
the 29-year-old Liverpudlian 
features her versions of classic 
songs by jazz singer Billie Hol¬ 
iday. But the concert has now 
been moved to November 2. 

Miss Ferguson said: “I have 
made the decision to change the 
dates for my tour and focus on 
getting the (new) album ready.” 



Get the Wolverhampton Magazine direct to your iPad and iPhone. 

All the latest features and news. Every edition, updated within minutes of publication. 


MNA Media 


WOLVERHAMPTON 


MAGAZINE 


1 MONTH FREE 
TRIAL PERIOD 


3 months. £2.99 

6 months. £5.49 

1 Year. £9.99 




INI 


lpij iiTinu 


INAL 


• British Coach Holidays 

• European Tours 

• London Theatre from £99.50 

• Top Price Theatre Ticket 

• Hilton Hotel 

• Dinner 

• English Breakfast 

• Unbeatable Value 

NEW 2016 BROCHURES NOW AVAILABLE 

Or view online at parrys-international.co.uk 
Landywood Green, Cheslyn Hay WS6 7QX 
CALLS 01922 414576 


U Appstof q 
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thefastticket SATURDAY’S TV JANUARY 23 


CHOICE 



Eva Kor 


The Girl Who Forgave the 
Nazis 

(Channel 4,8pm) 

In the summer of 2015 former 
Auschwitz clerk Oskar Groening 
- then aged 93 - was charged 
as an accessory to the murder 
of more than 300,000 Jews at 
the infamous death camp. 
During the subsequent trial, 
81-year-old Auschwitz survivor 
Eva Kor was called to give her 
testimony on the medical 
experiments she endured at the 
hands of Josef Mengele. 

Finding herself face-to-face with 
a Nazi for the first time in more 
than 70 years, Eva chose to 
embrace Groening, publicly 
forgiving him despite the role he 
played in the deaths of most of 
her family. This documentary 
explores the impact of her 
decision to absolve Groening, 
who was ultimately sentenced 
to four years in prison. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 

Live. 11.30 James Martin: Home 

Comforts. 12.00 BBC News; Weather. 

12.10 Football Focus. 12.50 Saturday 

Sportsday. 1.00 Tennis: Australian Open. 

2.00 Live International Bowls. The World 

Indoor Championships. 4.30 Final Score. 

5.10 Now You See It. 5.40 BBC News. 

5.50 Regional Programme. 

6.00 Pointless Celebrities. Soap stars 
Joe Swash and John Altman, Nick 
Pickard and AN Bastian, Victoria 
Bush and Zaraah Abrahams, and 
Sharon Maughan and Tina Hobley 
take part in the unorthodox quiz 
show. 

6.50 The Getaway Car. Brothers Mitz 
and Dee, husband-and-wife duo 
Charlie and Kate, best friends 
Chloe and Bethany, sisters Val and 
Babs and new couple Joseph and 
Karen tackle the Getaway Car 
circuit. 

7.45 The Voice UK. The spinning-chair 
singing contest continues, as 
Paloma Faith, Boy George, 
William and Ricky Wilson 
appraise the talents of another 
round of hopeful stars in the third 
of seven “blind auditions”. This 
week, Waterloo Road actor Tom 
Milner seeks to impress the 
coaches as he takes to the stage, 
and Irene Alano-Rhodes, the 
former star of Miss Saigon, 
displays her vocal skills. Dubliner 
Lauren Lapsley-Browne hopes her 
unique voice will make an impact, 
and eccentric rocker Billy Black’s 
performance sparks a conflict on 
the panel. Plus, Brooke Waddle, 
the daughter of former England 
footballer Chris Waddle, also takes 
to the stage. 

9.05 Casualty. An office worker makes 
use of her stay in hospital to get 
her own back on her prankster 
colleague, and Noel mistakenly 
believes Big Mac saved him from a 
vicious mugger. 

9.55 The National Lottery Live. Gaby 
Roslin presents as the all- 
important winning numbers are 
revealed. 

10.05 BBC News; Weather. 

10.25 Match of the Day. Highlights of 
the latest Premier League games; 
National Lottery Update. 

11.55 Film: Lara Croft: Tomb Raider - 
The Cradle of Life. (2003) Action 
adventure sequel. 

1.45 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.50 

BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.05 Race to Super Bowl 50. (R) 6.55 
Film: Animal Farm. (1 954) 8.05 Film: 
Bye Bye Birdie. (1 963) 9.55 Film: Race 
to Witch Mountain. (2009) 11.30 Island 
Stories. 12.00 James Martin: Home 
Comforts. (R) 12.45 James Martin: 

Home Comforts. (R) 1.30 Film: Day of 
the Evil Gun. (1968) Western, starring 
Glenn Ford. 3.00 Film: 4 for Texas. 
(1963) Comedy Western, starring Dean 
Martin and Frank Sinatra. 4.50 Flog It! 

(R) 5.50 Victorian Bakers. (R) 

6.50 Dad’s Army. Sergeant Wilson is 
appointed manager of the Eastgate 
branch of the bank. Comedy, 
starring John Le Mesurier. (R) 

7.20 Film: War Horse. (2011) A 
farmer’s son forms a close bond 
with a horse he trains, but is 
forced to give the animal up 
when it is sold to the British army 
during the First World War. The 
horse passes through various 
owners on both sides as he travels 
across the battlefields of France, 
while the boy refuses to give up on 
being reunited. Steven Spielberg’s 
drama based on Michael 
Morpurgo’s book, starring Jeremy 
Irvine. 

9.35 Ql XL. Panellists Julia Zemiro, 

Matt Lucas and David Mitchell and 
Alan Davies compete, as Stephen 
Fry hosts an extended edition of 
the comedy quiz show. In this 
edition, the host meditates on 
matters medieval and macabre, 
and as usual, he poses questions 
that are so difficult, points are 
awarded for the answers he finds 
most interesting. 

10.20 Insert Name Here. Jennifer 
Saunders, Romesh Ranganathan, 
Jessica Hynes and Suzannah 
Lipscomb join captains Richard 
Osman and Josh Widdicombe to 
answer questions about famous 
people who share a name. (R) 

10.50 Live at the Apollo. Mock the Week 
host Dara 0 Briain comperes an 
evening of stand-up at London’s 
Hammersmith Apollo, performing 
himself and introducing routines 
by guests Zoe Lyons and Paul 
Chowdhry. (R) 

11. 35 International Bowls. The World 
Indoor Championships. Action 
from the semi-final matches in the 
Open Singles tournament, at the 
Potters Leisure Resort in Hopton- 
on-Sea, Norfolk. 

12.35 Film: Walkabout. (1971) 2.15 
Film: East of Sudan. (1964) 3.45 This Is 
BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Fort Boyard Ultimate 
Challenge. 6.25 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.35 
Dino Dan. (R) 6.45 Dino Dan. (R) 7.00 
Signed Stories: Share a Story. (R) 7.05 
Sooty. (R) 7.15 Super 4. (R) 7.30 
Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: Mr Bean: The Animated 
Series. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Horrid 
Henry. (R) 8.10 Scrambled!: Nerds & 
Monsters. 8.30 Scrambled!: 
Thunderbirds Are Go. 9.05 Scrambled!: 
The Tom & Jerry Show. (R) 9.25 ITV 
News. 9.30 Murder, She Wrote. (R) 
10.20 The Jeremy Kyle Show USA. 

11.15 The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 12.15 
ITV News; Weather. 12.20 The Jeremy 
Kyle Show. (R) 1.25 Judge Rinder. (R) 
2.25 Tipping Point. (R) 3.30 Doc Martin. 
(R) 4.30 The Martin Lewis Money Show. 
(R) 5.00 The Saturday Night Story. (R) 
6.00 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.15 ITV News; Weather. 

6.30 New You’ve Been Framed! More 
comical mishaps submitted for 
approval by viewers. 

7.00 Ninja Warrior UK. Ben Shephard, 
Rochelle Humes and Chris Kamara 
host the final heat, as competitors 
from across the UK test their 
strength, speed and courage in the 
obstacle-course challenge. 

8.00 Take Me Out. Paddy McGuinness 
invites four more men to try their 
hands at winning a date with one 
of his 30 single ladies. This time, 
the would-be suitors are James, a 
caravan salesman from Skegness, 
London-based fireman David, 
Milton Keynes plumber Sam and 
Al, an American car fanatic and 
musician. Each of the men enters 
the “love lift” in the hope of 
impressing 30 single women and 
winning a date - but must first get 
the female participants to keep 
their lights on as a sign of 
approval. Plus, Paddy gives 
viewers a chance to catch up with 
last week’s couples on the Isle of 
Fernandos. 

9.15 The Jonathan Ross Show. US 

actor John Krasinski, actress and 
comedienne Catherine Tate and 
Scottish stand-up star Kevin 
Bridges join Jonathan in the 
studio, and Rudimental perform 
live. 

10.15 ITV News; Weather. 

10.30 Film: The Chronicles of Riddick. 

(2004) Sci-fi adventure sequel, 
with Vin Diesel. 

12.35 Jackpot247. 3.00 Murder, She 
Wrote. (R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.15 How I Met Your Mother. (R) 6.40 
The King of Queens. (R) 7.05 
International Snowdon Race. 8.00 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 8.30 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 9.00 
The Morning Line. 10.00 Frasier. (R) 

10.30 Frasier. (R) 11.00 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 11.30 The Big Bang Theory. 
(R) 12.00 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 
12.25 The Simpsons. (R) 12.55 The 
Simpsons. (R) 1.30 Channel 4 Racing. 
Live coverage from Ascot and Haydock 
Park. 4.00 Come Dine with Me. (R) 4.30 
Come Dine with Me. (R) 5.00 Come Dine 
with Me. (R) 5.35 Come Dine with Me. 
(R) 

6.05 Come Dine with Me. It is the final 
day of the competition in Llanelli 
and teaching assistant Ainsley 
wants to educate her guests, while 
serving up an authentic Russian- 
themed dinner party. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Great Canal Journeys. Timothy 
West and Prunella Scales go in 
search of the lost route between 
London and the sea, which has not 
been fully open for over 200 years 
and requires four different boats to 
traverse now. They leave the 
Thames at Teddington and travel 
through the Surrey and Sussex 
countryside before arriving at 
Guildford, and a canal-side theatre 
where they have both regularly 
performed. The final leg of the trip 
brings them to the River Arun 
before reaching the English 
Channel. (R) 

8.00 The Girl Who Forgave the Nazis. 

Documentary investigating the 
wider impact of Holocaust 
survivor Eva Kor’s decision to 
forgive Oskar Groening, the 
93-year-old former Nazi who once 
worked as a clerk at Auschwitz. 
9.00 Film: Oblivion. (2013) Premiere. 

A repairman is assigned to salvage 
the remaining resources from 
Earth, which has been left a 
devastated wasteland after a war 
with an alien race. He discovers a 
human survivor on the surface of 
the planet, an encounter that 
exposes secrets from the past that 
threaten the future of the human 
race. Sci-fi adventure, starring 
Tom Cruise and Morgan Freeman. 

11.30 Film: Priest. (2011) Fantasy 
thriller, with Paul Bettany. 

1.10 Hollyoaks. (R) 3.15 Undercover 
Boss Canada. (R) 4.05 Phil Spencer: 
Secret Agent. (R) 5.00 Deal or No Deal. 
(R) 5.50 How I Met Your Mother. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 8.55 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 9.30 The Saturday 
Show. 11.30 Police Interceptors. (R) 
12.25 Police Interceptors. (R) 1.25 
Police Interceptors. (R) 2.25 Pets Make 
You Laugh Out Loud. (R) 3.25 Dogs 
Make You Laugh Out Loud 2. (R) 4.20 
Cats Make You Laugh Out Loud 2. (R) 

5.20 5 News Weekend. 5.25 Nightmare 
Tenants, Slum Landlords. (R) 

6.20 Ice Road Truckers. Lisa and Todd 
venture onto a route that has not 
been used before, while a crash 
threatens to bring Alex’s season to 
an end. (R) 

7.05 World War II in Colour. This 
edition looks at Hitler’s plans to 
push his forces into the Soviet 
Union, beginning with the launch 
of Operation Barbarossa in the 
summer of 1941. (R) 

8.00 World War II Battlefield 

Recovery. A four-man team of 
excavation experts sets out to 
retrieve Second World War relics 
from the battlefields and war- 
zones of the Eastern Front, telling 
the stories of fallen soldiers by 
examining their remains. 

9.00 The Championship: Football 
League Tonight. Kelly Cates and 
George Riley present extended 
highlights of the weekend’s 
matches in the second tier of 
English football, including Queens 
Park Rangers v Wolverhampton 
Wanderers at Loftus Road, 
Birmingham City v Ipswich Town 
at St Andrew’s, Brighton & Hove 
Albion v Huddersfield Town at the 
Amex Stadium and Leeds United v 
Bristol City at Elland Road. 
lO.OOGoal Rush: Football League 
Tonight. Kelly Cates and George 
Riley present all the goals from 
League One and League Two, 
where fixtures included Burton 
Albion v Shrewsbury Town and 
Bristol Rovers v Plymouth Argyle. 

10.30 Celebrity Big Brother. Highlights 
of the famous housemates’ past 
24 hours under the all-seeing eye 
of Big Brother, as they try to get 
used to living alongside one 
another. 

11.30 Lip Sync Battle UK: Rufus Hound 
v Jorgie Porter. Melanie Brown 
and Professor Green present the 
musical game show as comedian 
Rufus Hound and actress Jorgie 
Porter go head to head lip- 
synching to a hit song.(R) 

12.00 SuperCasino. 3.10 Celebrity Big 
Brother. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 Don’t Tell the Bride 8.00 Top Gear 
9.05 Film: Looper (2012) 10.55 Russell 
Howard’s Good News 11.25 Family Guy 

1.35 Siblings 2.05 Film: Tropic Thunder 
(2008) 3.45 Glastonbury: The Udder Side 
4.00 Close 

BBC Four 

7.00 Stories from the Dark Earth: Meet 
the Ancestors Revisited 8.00 Shipwrecks: 
Britain’s Sunken History 9.00 The Young 
Montalbano 10.55 Music Moguls: 
Masters of Pop 11.55 Duets at the BBC 

12.55 Danny Baker’s Great Album 
Showdown 1.55 Top of the Pops 3.20 
Sounds of the Eighties 3.50 Close 
ITV2 

11.05 Ninja Warrior UK 12.05 Celebrity 
Catchphrase 1.05 Scorpion 2.05 Film: 
Small Soldiers (1998) 4.20 Minion 
Madness 4.40 Film: Hotel Transylvania 
(2012)6.25 Film: Jurassic Park III 
(2001) 8.15 Beowulf: Return to the 
Shieldlands 9.15 Take Me Out-The 
Gossip 10.15 Film: American Pie 
Presents: The Naked Mile (2006) 12.25 
Film: Not Another Teen Movie (2001) 
2.15 Totally Bonkers Guinness World 
Records 2.40 Teleshopping 5.40 ITV2 
Nightscreen 
ITV3 

11.35 A Touch of Frost 1.50 The 
Adventures of Sherlock Holmes 4.00 
Midsomer Murders 10.00 Agatha 
Christie’s Marple 12.00 Marchlands 1.00 
The Return of Sherlock Holmes 2.00 Man 
About the House 2.25 ITV3 Nightscreen 

2.30 Teleshopping 
ITV4 

11.30 Storage Wars: Texas 1.25 Storage 
Wars 2.20 Film: The Sting (1973) 5.00 
Film: Apache (1954) 6.50 Film: The 
Hanging Tree (1959) 9.00 Film: Last Man 
Standing (1996) 11.05 Film: The 
Kingdom (2007) 1.20 Inside Manchester 
City 2.15 Ax Men 3.00 Teleshopping 

E4 

11.30 The Goldbergs: At the Movies 2.00 
Film: The Core (2003) 4.35 The Big Bang 
Theory 9.00 Film: This Means War 

(2012) 11.00 Gogglebox 12.50 Virtually 
Famous 1.40 The Inbetweeners 2.45 The 
IT Crowd 3.35 Charmed 4.15 Revenge 
Film4 

11.00 Biggies (1986) 1.00 The Princess 
Diaries (2001) 3.15 The War of the 
Worlds (1953) 5.00 Parental Guidance 
(2012) 7.05 Napoleon Dynamite (2004) 

8.55 Youth Interview Special 9.00 Red 
Eye (2005) 10.35 Mindscape (2013) 

12.30 Blood and Chocolate (2007) 2.25 
Oki’s Movie (2010) 4.00 Close 
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SUNDAY’S TV JANUARY 24” 


CHOICE 



James May 

James May's Cars of the 

People 

(BBC2, 9pm) 

New series. The former Top 
Gear presenter examines how 
the car industry in Germany and 
Japan blossomed following the 
Second World War, becoming 
manufacturing giants that far 
outstripped the Allied nations 
that had defeated them. He test 
drives some of the vehicles 
Germany and Japan produced 
during the post-war period, as 
well as an assortment of other 
classic cars, including E-Types 
and Mustangs. He also reveals 
the sad tale of the Austin 
Allegro, a vehicle that had a 
devastating impact on the 
British car industry. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 7.30 Match of the Day. 
(R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 10.00 
The Big Questions. 11.00 Regional 
Programme. 12.15 Bargain Hunt. (R) 

I. 00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 Homes 
Under the Hammer. (R) 2.15 Flog It! (R) 
3.00 The Truth About Sugar. (R) 4.00 
Regional Programme. 4.30 Songs of 
Praise. 5.05 BBC News. 5.20 Regional 
Programme. 5.30 Countryfile. 

6.30 Attenborough & the Giant 
Dinosaur. The story of how more 
than 220 dinosaur bones were 
found in the Argentinean desert, 
which were found to have come 
from a previously undiscovered 
species, which is the largest land 
dwelling animal known to have 
existed. David Attenborough visits 
the archaeological dig and a 
laboratory where the remains are 
being cleaned and analysed with 
lead scientist Dr Diego Pol and 
evolutionary biologist Ben Garrod, 
and meets animators, model- 
makers, paleontologists and 
anatomy experts who are working 
to reconstruct what the 37 metre- 
long creature would have looked 
like. 

7.30 Still Open All Hours. David Jason 
stars as Granville in this follow-up 
to Open All Hours, now running 
the shop with his son Leroy after 
inheriting the business from 
Arkwright. 

8.00 Call the Midwife. Barbara faces 
the biggest test of her career, 

Nurse Crane learns to speak 
Spanish, and Sister Evangelina 
helps a woman with breastfeeding, 
leading to unforeseen 
consequences. 

9.00 War & Peace. Natasha encounters 
temptation during Andrei’s 
absence, Countess Rostova and 
Anna both try to find wealthy 
wives for their sons, and Pierre 
grows frustrated with married life. 
10.00 BBC News. 

10.20Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. Mark 
Chapman reviews the day’s two 
Premier League fixtures, which 
were Arsenal v Chelsea at the 
Emirates Stadium and Everton v 
Swansea City at Goodison Park. 

II. 30 Film: Private Peaceful. (2012) 

Premiere. Drama based on 
Michael Morpurgo’s novel, 
starring Jack O’Connell. 

1.05 Weatherforthe Week Ahead. 1.10 
BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.30 The A to Z of TV Gardening. (R) 

7.15 Monty Don’s Italian Gardens. (R) 

8.15 Countryfile. (R) 9.15 Saturday 
Kitchen Best Bites. 10.45 James Martin 
- Home Comforts at Christmas. (R) 

11.30 James Martin: Home Comforts. 

(R) 12.15 MOTD2 Extra. 1.00 Tennis: 
Australian Open Highlights. 2.00 Live 
International Bowls. The World Indoor 
Championships. 5.15 Ski Sunday. 

6.00 Film: Real Steel. (2011) In the 

future, boxing matches between 
eight-foot robots are one of the 
world’s biggest sporting draws. A 
washed-up human prizefighter 
finds an abandoned android and 
sets about restoring it to become a 
potential champion, a project that 
reunites him with his estranged 
11 -year-old son. Sci-fi drama, 
starring Hugh Jackman, Dakota 
Goyo and Evangeline Lilly. Edited 
for daytime broadcast. 

8.00 Dragons’ Den. Evan Davis gives 
another group of would-be 
entrepreneurs the chance to 
impress panelists Deborah 
Meaden, Nick Jenkins, Peter 
Jones, Touker Suleyman and 
Sarah Willingham with their 
business ideas. Products featured 
in the show include a portable 
drum kit that does not need drums 
and an inflatable tanning tent. 

9.00 James May’s Cars of the People. 
New series. The former Top Gear 
presenter examines how the car 
industry in Germany and Japan 
blossomed following the Second 
World War, while Britain's own 
manufacturers struggled. 

10.00 Film: Blood Diamond. (2006) 
Smuggler Danny Archer ends up 
in prison in war-torn Sierra Leone 
in 1999, where he meets Solomon, 
a Mende fisherman separated 
from his family by guerrillas. 

Danny pledges to help the 
desperate man rescue his son, 
who has been forcibly conscripted 
as a child soldier, in return for a 
rare pink diamond that Solomon 
had hidden away before his 
capture. Action thriller, starring 
Leonardo DiCaprio, Djimon 
Hounsou and Jennifer Connelly. 
12.10 Film: Heist. (2001) A thief is 
blackmailed into pulling off a robbery, 
and also suspects his wife is planning to 
leave him. David Mamet's thriller, with 
Gene Hackman, Danny DeVito and 
Rebecca Pidgeon. 1.55 Sign Zone: 
Countryfile. (R) 2.50 Holby City. (R) 3.50 
This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Fort Boyard Ultimate 
Challenge. 6.25 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.35 
Dino Dan. (R) 6.45 Dino Dan. (R) 7.00 
Signed Stories: Share a Story. (R) 7.05 
Sooty. (R) 7.15 Super 4. (R) 7.30 
Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: Mr Bean: The Animated 
Series. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Horrid 
Henry. (R) 8.10 Scrambled!: Nerds & 
Monsters. 8.30 Scrambled!: Bear Grylls 
Survival School. 9.05 Scrambled!: The 
Tom & Jerry Show. (R) 9.25 ITV News. 

9.30 Murder, She Wrote. (R) 10.25 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 11.30 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 12.30 ITV News; 
Weather. 12.40 The Jeremy Kyle Show. 
(R) 1.40 River Monsters. (R) 2.10 Ninja 
Warrior UK. (R) 3.15 Film: On Her 
Majesty’s Secret Service. (1969) James 
Bond adventure, starring George 

Laze n by. 

6.00 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.15 ITV News; Weather. 

6.30 Planet’s Got Talent. New series. 
The best and worst clips from the 
global Got Talent franchise, 
featuring blindfolded sword¬ 
swallowing and a group of 
stuntmen crashing a bus. 

7.00 Beowulf: Return to the 

Shieldlands. A new leader is to be 
chosen as Herot faces being torn 
apart by civil war between the 
tribes, leaving Rheda faced with 
the possibility of fighting to remain 
in power. 

8.00 Endeavour. The detective is 
approached by a former mentor 
from his college days, who asks 
Morse to ensure the safety of his 
wife. However, the assignment 
leaves him contemplating his 
future with the police force. 
Meanwhile, a murder in the world 
of fashion stirs up old gangland 
conflicts in the city. Shaun Evans 
stars. Last in the series. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.15The Day Hitler Died. 

Documentary exploring the 
fuhrer’s final hours in his Berlin 
bunker as Russian forces closed 
in, featuring previously unseen 
interviews with eyewitnesses, 
recorded in 1948. 

11.15 Perspectives: Bruce Forsyth on 
Sammy Davis Jr. The veteran 
entertainer explores the life and 
work of the US singer, dancer and 
actor. 

12.15 Jackpot247. 3.00 ITV 
Nightscreen. 5.05 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show. (R) 


CHANNEL 4 

6.15 How I Met Your Mother. (R) 6.40 
The King of Queens. (R) 7.05 The King of 
Queens. (R) 7.30 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 7.55 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.30 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 
Sunday Brunch. 12.30 George Clarke’s 
Amazing Spaces. (R) 1.30 Location, 
Location, Location. (R) 2.35 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 3.00 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 3.30 The Simpsons. (R) 

4.00 The Simpsons. (R) 4.30 Marvel’s 
Agents of SHIELD. 5.30 Channel 4 News. 
6.00 Film: Night at the Museum: Battle 
of the Smithsonian. (2009) The 
living exhibits at New York’s 
Museum of Natural History are 
shipped to Washington’s 
Smithsonian Institution-along 
with the artefact that brought them 
to life in the first place. 
Nightwatchman Larry tries to 
retrieve it, only to find the contents 
of the world’s largest museum 
have been reanimated, including a 
pharaoh determined to take over 
the world. Fantasy comedy sequel, 
starring Ben Stiller. 

8.00 Walking the Himalayas. Levison 
Wood and guide Binod Pariyar 
face a 30-mile trek through the 
jungles of Eastern Nepal, with no 
roads and few people to tell them 
they are heading in the right 
direction. Their journey comes to 
an end in Bhutan, a country rarely 
visited by foreigners, where they 
visit a holy mountain, join the 
celebrations for the king’s 
birthday, and listen to local 
children’s tales of yeti. Last in the 
series. 

9.00 Deutschland 83. The bug in 

Linda’s desk is discovered, and 
Moritz is given two options - 
persuade the secretary to defect or 
kill her. Alex turns to Tischbier 
following an argument with his 
father. 

10.008 Out of 10 Cats Does Countdown. 

Sean Lock and Rob Beckett 
compete against Jon Richardson 
and Cariad Lloyd in the comedy 
panel show, while Sam Simmons 
helps out in Dictionary Corner. (R) 
11.05 Film: 48 Hrs. (1982) A hard-bitten 
cop temporarily releases a fast- 
talking criminal from prison to 
help him track down two escaped 
fugitives. Comedy thriller, starring 
Nick Nolte and Eddie Murphy. 
12.50 Embarrassing Bodies: Backtothe 
Clinic. (R) 1.45 Come Dine with Me. (R) 
4.05 Undercover Boss USA. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 
Bananas in Pyjamas. (R) 6.15 
Angelina Ballerina. (R) 6.30 Bob the 
Builder. (R) 6.45 TicketyToc. (R) 

6.55 Zack and Quack. (R) 7.05 
Roobarb and Custard Too. (R) 7.15 Make 
Way for Noddy. (R) 7.25 Paw Patrol. (R) 
7.35 Little Princess. (R) 7.50 Pip Ahoy! 
(R) 8.05 Blaze and the Monster 
Machines. (R) 8.35 Ben and Holly’s Little 
Kingdom. (R) 8.50 Wanda and the Alien. 
(R) 9.05 Toby’s Travelling Circus. (R) 
9.20 Jelly Jamm. (R) 9.35 LazyTown. (R) 

9.55 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. (R) 
10.30 The Championship: Football 
League Tonight. (R) 11.30 Goal Rush: 
Football League Tonight. (R) 12.00 
Police Interceptors. (R) 1.05 Film: 

Drillbit Taylor. (2008) Comedy, starring 
Owen Wilson. 3.05 Film: Space Camp. 
(1986) Children’s sci-fi adventure, 
starring Kate Capshaw. 5.05 Film: 
Labyrinth. (1986) Fantasy adventure, 
starring Jennifer Connelly and David 
Bowie. 

7.05 Film: The Wedding Planner. 

(2001) A single woman who 
organises weddings for a living is 
swept off her feet by a dashing 
doctor, but her dreams of him 
becoming her husband suffer a 
setback when she discovers she 
has already been hired to organise 
his marriage to another woman. 
Romantic comedy, starring 
Jennifer Lopez, Matthew 
McConaughey, Bridgette Wilson- 
Sampras, Justin Chambers and 
Joanna Gleason. Edited for 
language. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Celebrity Big Brother. A chance to 
catch up with the latest events 
inside the house as the celebrities 
cope with living under constant 
surveillance, with all the 
arguments and alliances, as well 
as the revelations in the diary 
room. 

10.00 Celebrity Botched Up Bodies. 

Leading surgeons repair 
household names damaged by 
cosmetic surgery. 

10.55 Film: Mr & Mrs Smith. (2005) 
Married assassins are hired to kill 
each other - a situation that 
restores some much-needed 
excitement to their relationship. 
Comedy adventure, with Brad Pitt 
and Angelina Jolie. 

1.10 SuperCasino. Live interactive 
gaming. 3.10 Bargain-Loving Brits in the 
Sun. (R) 4.00 House Doctor. (R) 5.45 
Angels of Jarm. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 Great TV Mistakes 7.10 Pop’s 
Greatest Dance Crazes 7.40 The Voice UK 
9.00 Film: Die Hard with a Vengeance 
(1995) 11.00 Family Guy 11.45 American 
Dad! 12.30 Siblings 1.00 Adam Pearson: 
Freak Show 2.00 True North: Keepin ’Er 
Country 2.40 London Fashion Week: 
Grace Victory’s Top Picks 3.05 London 
Fashion Week: Abby Clancy’s Top Picks 
3.30 Emergency Rescue Down Under 
4.00 Close 
BBC Four 

7.00 India’s Frontier Railways 8.00 
Empire of the Tsars: Romanov Russia 
with Lucy Worsley 9.00 Len Goodman’s 
Dancing Feet: The British Ballroom Story 
10.00 Storyville: The Great Gangster Film 
Fraud 11.25 The Mystery of Murder: A 
Horizon Guide 12.25 The Brain with 
David Eagleman 1.25 Blink: A Horizon 
Guide to the Senses 2.25 Sounds of the 
Eighties 2.55 Danny Baker’s Great Album 
Showdown 3.55 Close 
ITV2 

11.55 Take Me Out 1.10 Take Me Out - 
The Gossip 2.15 Film: The Flintstones in 
Viva Rock Vegas (2000) 4.00 Film: The 
Mummy (1999) 6.20 Film: Cats & Dogs: 
The Revenge of Kitty Galore (2010) 8.00 
Film: Skyfall (2012) 10.55 Film: The Fast 
and the Furious: Tokyo Drift (2006) 1.00 
Reality Bites 1.45 Planet’s Funniest 
Animals 2.30 Teleshopping 

ITV3 

12.55 The Return of Sherlock Holmes 
2.00 Midsomer Murders 8.00 Me and My 
Guide Dog 9.00 Caroline Quentin’s 
National Parks 10.00 The Kindness of 
Strangers 11.35 Film: The Hours (2002) 

I. 45 Secret Smile 3.00 On the Buses 
3.30 Heartbeat 5.10 Rising Damp 
ITV4 

12.20 Film: The’Burbs (1989) 2.25 
Film: Smokey and the Bandit (1977) 4.15 
Film: The Sting (1973) 7.00 The Classic 
Car Show 8.00 River Monsters 9.00 
Film: Exit Wounds (2001) 11.10 Film: 
Sleepers (1996) 2.05 Ax Men 2.50 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

5.00 The Big Bang Theory 9.00 Marvel’s 
Agents of SHIELD 10.00 Tattoo Fixers 

II. 00 Rude Tube 12.10 The 
Inbetweeners 1.15 The IT Crowd 2.15 
Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 3.00 How I 
Met Your Mother 3.40 Hollyoaks 
Film4 

11.00 Titanic (1953) 1.00 Bride Wars 
(2009) 2.50 The Last Mimzy (2007) 4.40 
Carry On Behind (1975) 6.30 Anna 
Karenina (2012) 9.00 Bringing Down the 
House (2003) 11.05 Splice (2009) 



GIFT VOUCHER 
OFFER £5.00 OFF 

purchase of a cage and bird setup or 
£10.00 off with an Aquarium setup =£ 



WE HAVE STOCKS OF THE FOLLOWING: 

Mixed colours of budgies (adult and young) 

Mixed colours of canaries Mixed colours of Celestial Parrotlets 
Fawn owl finches Silver bill finches Mixed zebra finches 
Bengalese finches & much much more!! 


MH Marinas Providin 9 asecondto 

f FI M Ilf HI f f f 179 none service and friendly 

Marine Aquatic Specialists advice tor over 18 years 

01384 234579 | mg.marines@yahoo.co.uk 

Opening Hours: Monday to Thursday 9.00 til 5.00 
Friday 9.00 til 7.00 Saturday 10.00 til 5.00 


USE YOUR LOFT! 

x Bison 4 - 

Loft Ladders \j 


\M 


•sag. 

£299 


»1A 


f Over > 

(10,000 

Vinsta/lations J 


Access your loft safely and 
easily with Bison loft stairs. 

A “gas” strut mechanism 
requiring just fingertip control 
makes opening and closing your 
loft stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured by us 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 4 year parts 

& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 
(including making the 
opening larger) 

• NEW: Now available in white 
no painting required* 

• NEW: Now complete with 
“comfort” feet to protect 
carpets and wooden floors. 


: Long Safety Side Handles* 


We also fit loft flooring, lighting 
and roof windows. 

All major credit cards accepted 


theloftJrstairs company 


The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 60, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 389 1281 
or mobile friendly 01743 761499 




Clip on ready readers 
Clip on sunglasses 

Put old lenses into new frames from £30 

Many designer frames available 
LIPSY, D&G, Armani, French Connection 

WE DO NOT TEST SO BRING YOUR 
PRESCRIPTION AND NHS VOUCHERS 

01384 237989 


PLAZA MALLS, DUDLEY (inside old Woolworths) 

Open 6 Days a Week 9 am-5 pm 



At prices | 
you will 
fall 

in love 
with! 


Var ifocals Free with 
Voucher 

£ SAVE LOTS & LOTS £ I 
£ £ OF MONEY £ 

From £40 Single, 

£55 Bifocals, 

£65 Varifocals 

(complete with frames) 

Prescription Sunglasses 




FORCES SUPPORT 


PLEASE DONATE FURNITURE. 
DRIC-A-DRAC & CLOTHES 


Please phone 0121 5250973 


Your donations will be used to support bereaved military 
families with hands on practical support projects 
throughout the UK 

Free collection 

Charity number: 1157531 
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PICK OF THE WEEK 


Mew series serves up a 
simple yet tasty treat 


Y ou just can’t keep a good 

woman down, which perhaps 
explains why Mary Berry is 
back on the box this week - not just 
once, but twice. 

She will be judging, alongside 
regular cohort Paul Hollywood, the 
efforts of a variety of famous faces 
who have agreed to take part in the 
new run of The Great Sport Relief 
Bake Off, which begins on 
Wednesday. 

But before then, we can catch her in 
action in this offering, one that takes 
us back to basics. 

Many TV cooks have, over the 
years, attempted to teach the 
nation to do more than just open a tin 
of beans, and they’ve done it with 
varying degrees of success. We 
reckon Mary will turn out to be the 
best of the lot. 

Rather than going through such 
mundane tasks as boiling an egg or 
cooking pasta the right way, she offers 
handy practical tips on how to prepare 
simple but tasty and quick recipes that 
will keep everyone at home happy - 
and even serve you well if you’re 


organising a dinner party for family or 
friends. 

Commissioning editor Tom Edwards 
says: “Mary is one of the ultimate 
icons of cookery programming. It’s a 
delight to serve her latest offering to a 
BBC Two audience. 

‘This series connects with 
something that is essential to Mary - 
delicious food, made foolproof.” 

Sadly, Mary’s TV career hasn’t been 
foolproof of late. Hollywood attempted 
to take the Bake off to, er, Hollywood, 
when he made The American Baking 
Competition in 2013, but it bombed, 
never to rise again. 

Mary followed in his footsteps late in 
2015 with The Great Holiday Baking 
Show, which aped our own offering as 
closely as it could. It should have had 
‘success’ written all over it, but instead 
it received the same kind of reception 
as Hollywood would give a tart with a 
soggy bottom - it lost almost a million 
viewers in a week. 

Despite this setback, Mary is still 
keen on bringing her homespun 
wisdom to as many people as 
possible - and it seems that, if 


she is attracted to a project, she will 
grab it with both hands. It’s an 
approach she credits to a three-month 
spell she had in hospital after 
contracting polio as a child; she 
claims that being away from her 
family toughened her up and inspired 
her to make the most of every 
opportunity. 

Mary will turn 81 in March, an age 
when many people are slowing down 
and enjoying their retirement. Instead, 
she heads back into the kitchen - 
something that delights her army of 
fans. 

In the first edition of this series, she 
regales viewers with memories of her 
life, family and friends while 
demonstrating how to prepare five 
dishes suitable for special days and 
celebrations, including salmon fillets 
with herbs and red pepper and a side 
dish of spiralised vegetables as well 
as an indulgent treat of lobster tails 
with aioli and asparagus. 

And if you forget the instructions, as 
you might have already guessed, 

Mary has written a book to 
accompany the series, which is 
published on Thursday. 



Mary Berry’s Foolproof Cooking, Monday, BBC2, 8.30pm 


BEST OF THE REST 


FILM CHOICES 

MONDAY 

Willed to Kill, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A homicide detective must face up to her own troubled 
childhood when a serial killer develops a twisted 
obsession with her. Thriller, with Sarah Jane Morris 
and Michael Riley. (2012) 

TUESDAY 

Escape from Polygamy, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A widowed mother joins a religious cult and goes to 
live in their remote compound, where her teenage 
daughter falls in love with the son of the group’s 
leader. When the preacher demands that the girl 
marry him, the two youngsters plan to escape 
together. Drama, starring Haley Lu Richardson, Jack 
Falahee and Mary McCormack. (2013) 

WEDNESDAY 

The Gourmet Detective: A Healthy Place to Die, 
Channel 5,3.15pm 

Charming culinary expert Henry Ross is invited to 
give a speech at a food conference at a luxury resort, 
but when a journalist guest goes missing, and later 
turns up dead, Henry once again finds himself joining 
forces with no-nonsense police detective Maggie Price 
to solve the crime. Detective comedy sequel, starring 
Dylan Neal and Brooke Burns. (2015) 



THURSDAY 

My Daughter Must Live, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A woman discovers that her daughter needs a liver 
transplant, but medical tests reveal that her husband 
is not the girl’s father. She is forced to track down her 
former lover, who was last seen fleeing for his life 
having crossed a corrupt businessman, but the quest 
jeopardises both her marriage and her life. Thriller, 
starring Joelle Carter and Madeleine Martin. (2014) 

FRIDAY 

Fatal Attraction, Channel 4,12.55am 

A married lawyer has a one-night stand with a 
business associate while his wife and children are out 
of town. He hopes to keep his infidelity a secret, but 
she is determined to continue the relationship, and 
begins obsessively stalking him and his unsuspecting 
family. Thriller, starring Michael Douglas, Glenn Close 
and Anne Archer. (1987) 


MONDAY 
Crashing 
Channel 4,10pm 

Life in the dilapidated hospital rumbles on, and 
we’re enjoying every minute of watching it pan out. 
Phoebe Waller-Bridge’s sitcom is an absolute 
delight, focusing on a group of people who have set 
up home in a disused building, paying minimal rent 
while attempting to prevent it becoming derelict. It’s 
a great premise, and one that allows a real mixed 
bag of characters to take up residence. Among 
them is resident Irish curry chef Anthony, who this 
week organises an evening of spicy delights. 
Unfortunately, his efforts look set to be ignored as 
the event descends into chaos that leaves not just 
the fruits of his labour on the floor. Meanwhile, 
relationships come to the fore as Fred introduces 
his housemates to his new boyfriend. 

TUESDAY 

The Mad World of Donald Trump 
Channel 4,9pm 

He’s already a multi-billionaire tycoon, but now 
Donald Trump is out to become the President of the 
USA - and by extension, the most powerful person 
on the planet. His campaign is already one of the 
most controversial the US has ever seen, complete 
with plans to ban Muslims from entering the States 


and to construct a wall to keep out Mexican 
immigrants. However, his promise to ‘make America 
great again’ has clearly resonated with many voters, 
and he’s currently leading the polls for the 
Republican presidential nomination. Here, Matt Frei 
tries to uncover the man behind the brand, 
exploring Trump’s colourful past and asking if he 
really could make it all the way to the White House. 

WEDNESDAY 
Holocaust Memorial Day 
BBC2, 7pm 

With more than 200 survivors in 
attendance, a unique commemoration at 
Guildhall, London marks Holocaust 
Memorial Day and remembers 
those persecuted and 
murdered by the Nazis, and 
those who died in later 
genocides. The ceremony 
includes personal testimony, 
music and poetry, with actors 
Sheila Hancock, Robert Lindsay, Kevin 
Whately and Freddie Fox taking part. Plus, 
the internationally renowned choir of Clare 
College Cambridge performs, and acclaimed 
violinist Jennifer Pike plays the 
theme from Schindler’s List. 


The Great Sport Relief Bake Off 
BBC1,8.30pm 

The celebrity edition of The Great British Bake Off 
returns, with each episode featuring four celebrities 
as they tackle three challenges set by judges Paul 
Hollywood and Mary Berry. Mel Giedroyc hosts the 
first edition, as comedian Jason Manford, 
Eastenders actress Maddy Hill, 
ex-England goalkeeper David James, 
and business woman and wife of the 
Prime Minister Samantha Cameron 
bake for Sport Relief in the Bake Off 
tent. For the signature 

challenge, they must make 
24 canapes using rough 
puff pastry made 
from scratch, 
before creating 
Paris Brest, a 
French pastry 
confection, in the 
technical. 

THURSDAY 
Britain’s Bloody Crown 
Channel 5,8pm 

Historian Dan 
Jones’s part- 


dramatised journey through the War of the Roses 
reaches its thrilling conclusion tonight. At the centre 
of the story is Margaret Beaufort, a woman who 
could be described as being the power behind the 
throne. She was the mother of Henry Tudor, the 
man who defeated Richard III at the battle of 
Bosworth in 1485, and who was eventually crowned 
as Henry VII. Jones begins Mary’s story in January 
1457 when, at 13, two months after her husband’s 
death, she gave birth to Henry, and set about doing 
whatever was necessary to protect her son and 
keep in her the monarch’s good books. But it was 
her manipulation of certain events, enabling Henry 
to take control of the country, that remains Mary’s 
biggest achievement. 

FRIDAY 

MOTD Live: The FA Cup 
BBC1,7.30pm 

Derby County v Manchester United (Kick-off 
7.55pm). Gary Lineker presents coverage of the 
match from the fourth round of the famous 
competition, which takes place at the iPro Stadium. 
The Rams - chasing promotion back to the Premier 
League for the first time since the 2007/08 season 
- will fancy their chances against the Red Devils, 
who have come under fire this season for playing 
negative football and suffering some shock defeats. 
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PUZZLES 


29 


BRAIN GYM 


No.361 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


1 

u 

2 

E 

3 

G 

R 

5 

w 

6 Z 

7 

H 

8 

D 

F 

10 

C 

11 

J 

12 

Q 

13 

o 

14 

A 

15 

B 

16 

s 

17 

N 

18 

1 

19 

V 

20 

X 

21 

M 

22 

K 

23 

Y 

24 

T 

25 

P 

26 

L 


i 

14 

2 

15 

3 

16 

4 

17 

5 

18 

6 

19 

7 

N 

20 

8 

21 

9 

22 

10 

23 

11 

24 

12 

25 

13 

26 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

6 & 7Ac. Distress 
call from deprived 
fishermen, we hear! 
(4,3,5) 

7. See 6 Across 
9. A kind of driver for 
the propeller (5) 

10 & 13Dn. Mail 
intended for 
London? (7,7) 

12. Transport for one 
who wishes to retire 
(8-3) 

14. Disease won’t 
upset this resort 
(7,4) 

18. It’s at no different 
boarding place (7) 

19, IDn. &20Dn. Their 
job isn’t to prevent 
daylight robbery! 
(5-8) 

21. Manage to get 
through the 
exercise (5) 

22. See 11 Down 


Down 

1. See 19 Across 

2. Expose the facts 
about meat (6) 

3. Potter needs it - 
that’s a hint (3) 

4. Successfully 
handling a kind of 
saw (6) 

5. It annually contains 
an astronomical 
amount of 
information (7) 

8. A trial’s disrupted by 
cowboys’ equipment 
(7) 

11 & 22Ac. Set out 
for the mountains, 
if you have one! 
(4,3,7) 

13. See 10 Across 

15. Pay for the bench 

( 6 ) 

16. Removes moisture 
from the arenas, we 
hear (6) 

17. Talks in church at 
services (5) 

20. See 19 Across 



Sudoku 
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Quick Clues: 

Across 

6. Generous (7) 

7. Hoist (5) 

9. Fashion (5) 

10. Arrange (7) 

12. Dishonour (11) 
14. In brackets (11) 

18. Twist (7) 

19. Horse (5) 

21. Portion (5) 

22. Sorrow (7) 


Down 

1. Smaller (5) 

2. Deny (6) 

3. Whim (3) 

4. Dictator (6) 

5. Quibble (7) 
8. Violinist (7) 

11. Authors (7) 
13. Pithy (7) 

15. Allure (6) 

16. Set (6) 

17. Poetry (5) 
20. Beam (3) 



LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 6 Grained; 7 Auric; 9 Ace; 10 
Revolting; 12 Misanthrope; 15 Sit-down meal; 17 
Take place; 19 Dot; 21 Lease; 22 Hastier. Down: 

1 Brace; 2 Tip; 3 Mete; 4 Cut-throat; 5 Kidnaps; 

8 Bottom; 11 Wild beast; 13 As well; 14 Minaret; 

16 Moses; 18 Char; 20 Sty. QUICK - Across: 

6 Conceal; 7 Tease; 9 Fee; 10 Dejection; 12 
Ups-and-downs; 15 Yellow fever; 17 Occupying; 
19 Elk; 21 Under; 22 Awkward. Down: 1 Cover; 

2 Act; 3 Base; 4 Destroyer; 5 Astound; 8 Meddle; 
11 Applauded; 13 Always; 14 Descend; 16 Alert; 
18 News; 20 Own. 


Niner 


What, in film-making, is a blimp? 
Between which two countries is the 
Brenner Pass? 

In which century did printer William 
Caxton live? 

Who was the Muse of history in Greek 
mythology? 

What is the international car registration 
for Denmark? 


In which year was the Eiffel Tower 
erected? 

What is the term for a person who 
makes arrows? 

In which country are one hundred grosz 
worth one zloty? 

What was the real name of Al Jolson? 


10. What sort of animal is a kob? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Pax; 2 Pickwick Papers; 

3 12th August; 4 Offenbach; 5 Subscriber 
Trunk Dialling; 6 Jean Cocteau; 

7 A breed of domestic fowl; 8 Sibelius; 

9 Japan; 10 Pacific. 

Niner: OBSTINACY 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


7517 gives a song, 
67894 gives a dance, 
342219 gives a game. 


i 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
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Thinking space 


Final whistle 



THE ONLY READ 


FOR REAL FANS 


EVERY MONDAY 


If you want the definitive read on the weekend 
football action there is only one place to go - 
Final whistle supplement in the Express & Star. 
Packed with match reports, infographics and 
player reaction, Final whistle offers the best 
football coverage around. With expert analysis 
from star pundits like Kevin Phillips, as well as 
graphics of the key moments, tables and stats, 
make sure you get your copy. 

A real football read for real football fans. 


TO 

ADVERTISE IN FINAL 

WHISTLE 

C A 1 

L OUR EXPERIENCED 

SALES TEAM 

ON 

01902 313131 



An Express & Star supplement 
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; Hotpoint Panasonic Beko Bosch AEG Toshiba Hoover « 


Hotpoint 

WMBF944P " 

• Colour: Polar White or Black | 

• 1400 rpm Spin 

• Capacity 9kg 

• 14 Programme 

• 15 min Wash 

• 60 min Wash 

• Energy Rating - A+++ 

• Delay Start Timer - Yes 

• Dimensions (HxWxD) (mm) 

850 x 595 x 605 
(depths excludes knobs, 
door and pipe work) 

NEW MODEL 

parts & labour CO00 QQ 

Was £329.99 

Deliver, Connect and Collect Old Machine £25 

www.gouldstv.co.uk 


GOULDS 

Electrical & Gas Superstore 

BILSTON STREET, SEDGLEY 

Open: 

Mon-Sat 

9am-6pm 

Telephone: 01902 664121 

■ he: 


w Hotpoint Panasonic Beko Bosch AEG Toshiba Hoover3. 


goodbye to Draughty 

WwAqwm SAV E £££££’S 


✓ Replacement 
Windows & Doors 

✓ Faulty Hinges 

✓ Misty Units 


✓ Replace Handles 

✓ Locks /wefit s, 
Broken or^ tFla P^ 
Damaged Windows 


TRADE WINDOW REPAIRS 
TEL: 01902 519132 

Lines open from 8 am-8 pm 

Y' DiscounT^t 
l given for 1 



WEAVER 

INDUSTRIAL ROOFING 

FELT ROOFING, CLADDING. 
GUTTERING, FASCIAS AND SOFFITS 

Full Public Liability Cover 

07973 483880 / 
01902 677594 

www.dudley-roofing.co.uk 


EURONIC! 


4 




50cm Single Oven 
Electric Cooker 


60cm Frost Free 
Fridge Freezer 


CflfKtaC 

I TO 


^^Super : lfcjs on Top Brands 

ElRONIC^Vk 


Built in Single Electric 
Oven 



60cm Gas Double 
| Oven 

del No: BDVG693WP 


Capital Appliance Centre Ltd 

Dudley: 3 Castle Street, Dudley, DY1 1 LA Tel: 01384 234620 

Kingswinford:The Rotunda,Townsend Place, Kingswinford DY6 9JLTel: 01384 271812 

Salop street: Wolverhampton Market, WV3 ORX Tel: 01902 429060 

Head Office: Macrome Road, Claregate, Wolverhampton, WV6 9HD Tel: 01902 752764 

WWW.capitalappliances.CO.uk A /CapitalApplianceCentre 


of customers would buy 
again from Euronics r 


Super Service from 




For our latest Competitions please visit ... 
f EuronicsUK ^0 Euronics_UK 


your local Superhero 


T&C's Apply. Sold as an agent for Euronics Ltd. All offers are subjec 
Copyright Euronics 2015. E&EO November 2015. Reevoo so 


i on 04.12.2015. Saving c 
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eating out 



Comfortable and spacious interior with choice of seating options Round off the meal with a delicious sweet The Manor House of Whttington, formerly the Whittington Pub, on the A449 



To the Manor House born and 
fed with service fit for royalty 


STANDING outside The Manor 
House at Whittington I really felt 
I should be wearing twinset and 
pearls, not jeans and a jumper. 

It looks rather grand and posh from 
the outside as well as cosy and invit¬ 
ing. The exterior gives little hint as to 
what is inside. 

I was expecting a quaint, simple sleek 
interior. But what is actually waiting is a 
modern, contemporary, clean finish mix¬ 
ing a touch of traditional style with a more 
quirky and eclectic look. 

The Grade-I listed building dates back to 
1310 when it was built by Sir William de 
Whittington and apparently welcomed roy¬ 
alty during its historic past. It reopened last 
November after a major refurbishment of 
what was once The Whittington Inn. 

Thankfully the bright yellow exterior has 


Lisa Williams repo rts 

long gone as is the tired and dated interior. 
It’s been lovingly restored, with a £1.5 mil¬ 
lion price tag. 

My boyfriend and I, along with both sets 
of parents, ventured in. The bright, glowing 
flames from an open fire were the first thing 
we saw. The bar area is airy and light. 

Our table was comfy and intimate but 
a little bit too near the kitchen as we kept 
hearing the chef shout ‘service’, but it turns 
out this was also a good thing as we could 
see the food coming out and the pizzas being 
made. All of which looked scrumptious. 

It had only been open a week so we were 
prepared for teething problems. There were 
a few, I’ll get to them later. 

We sat taking in the menu. The online 
version was not the same. My parents were 
ready for a turkey dinner and a risotto dish 


neither of which featured. We quizzed our 
waitress, Stacey, who went to find out what 
was going on. Apparently it’s the wrong 
menu online. Ooops! Hopefully this is now 
resolved. Most was the same though so it 
was no great drama. 

Charm 

Service was slow at times but the staff, 
who were friendly and lovely, were probably 
finding their feet. 

Drinks arrived, orders were taken and we 
sat back to take in the new decor. Rich bur¬ 
gundy and teal added a bright touch to the 
classic olde worlde charm. 

For starters we’d gone for a couple of 
Camembert sharers with great hunks of 
toasted sourdough bread and a sticky onion 
jam on the side. It was gorgeously gooey. 

For the mains I’d gone for a pretty basic 
pizza, less is more. Marinated buffalo moz¬ 


zarella, mozzarella, sun-dried tomatoes and 
basil on the best base I’ve ever tasted. 

Mum had gone for the butternut squash 
tart. She loved the flavours but the potato 
salad was a little dry with no dressing. Dad 
had the Josper roasted half chicken, in beer, 
thyme and malt butter and enjoyed it. 

The fish and chips were also a success as 
the boyfriend’s mum tucked in. For the boy¬ 
friend and his father burgers arrived, great 
stacks of chargrilled, perfectly pink in the 
middle. But. . . the burgers were cold. They 
were swiftly and politely replaced with 
plenty of apologies. 

Some of us saved room for dessert. I was 
defeated but two portions of the dark choc¬ 
olate and raspberry brownie were ordered. 

Full, sated and happy, we all agreed we 
would return soon. While the food does 
need a teeny tiny bit of improving, the four 
stars go to the staff. 



GET 

CUSTOMERS 


Advertisements in local newspapers and websites are the 
most popular way of keeping an eye on the property market 

SOURCE: The Newspaper Society - Consumer Catalyst 2014 


To find out more about advertising in the Express & Star call 01902 31 31 31 
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Making your home more attractive 



THERE’S a range of things you can do to make 
your home more attractive when you decide 
to put it on the market, from reorganising the 
furniture to tidying the garden. 

A welcoming kitchen is one of the biggest 
attractions for potential house buyers. Whether 
you have a comfortable family oriented meeting 
place or a stylish singletons galley, the kitchen 
is most often the heart of the home. 

Regardless of your budget, there are a number 
of simple ways you can maximise its attraction 
to buyers and speed up the sale of your house: 
Replacing your entire kitchen to attract buyers 
is not always necessary. Often the cost of 
installing a new kitchen outweighs the value 
it will add to your asking price. Like all home 
decor, the kitchen will still be subject to 
personal taste, so if it does not appeal to your 
buyers they will refit it upon moving in anyway. 

If your kitchen is very dated, simple changes 
can make all the difference. Painting the 
cupboard doors, replacing handles or taps and 
re-grouting the tiles can all give a new lease of 
life. 

Clean and de-clutter! Viewers may even look in 
your cupboards so ensure shelves are cleaned 
and all contents are organised. Any pet bowls 
should go outside as potential buyers may not 
be animal lovers so could be put off by the 
sight of half eaten pet food. 

If necessary, box up items you don’t use 
very often and put them in storage. If your 
cupboards and drawers are overflowing, 
buyers will assume there is little storage 
space, which can be off-putting. Keep work 
surfaces as clear as possible to enhance the 


appearance of cleanliness. 

Flowers or pot pourri on window sills create 
a welcoming atmosphere and add a fresh 
fragrance. 

Using these simple but effective ideas will 
ensure your kitchen looks appealing and 
entices potential buyers into a prompt decision! 
No matter how big your home, it’s important 
to maximise the rooms to create a sense of 
space, especially if you are trying to sell your 
property. 

Here are some tips to make any home feel 
more spacious: 

Mirrors are great for making your home feel 


more spacious. In small areas large mirrors can 
be used to make the room look longer or wider. 
They are especially useful in hallways where 
they can be used to manipulate the perception 
of space by reflecting light and colour. 

Having too big a dining table in your dining 
room can make the area shrink. To maximize 
space, put up roman blinds rather than 
curtains, and plan your storage carefully so 
that clutter is out of sight. This is especially 
important in the bedroom, because the less 
clutter you see, the more relaxing the room will 
be. 

Match neutral colours on the walls with similar 


flooring in downstairs spaces to give the 
impression of space flowing from one room to 
another. Bright shades of carpet or distracting 
patterns are to be avoided. 

If you follow all of these ideas then you are sure 
to achieve the maximum use of space in your 
home, and in turn attain the highest possible 
price for it. 

Gardens are too often forgotten in the race to 
make the most of a property, but their condition 
can sometimes be the deciding factor on value. 
It’s a common-held belief that the decision on 
whether or not to buy a property is made within 
the first few moments of viewing it. 

The state of the front garden is therefore a 
prime consideration for anyone choosing 
to sell their home. Drive-by desirability is all 
important as first impressions really do count. 
Make sure your front garden is neat, tidy and 
easily maintained. Hanging baskets and flower 
troughs establish the cared-for look without 
creating too much work. Any lawn areas should 
be neatly trimmed, and trees cut back and 
controlled. A well-presented front door, with 
pots alongside it, goes a long way towards 
generating a sense of welcome. 

The back of the house is arguably even more 
important than the front, as this is where the 
most work is likely to lie. Today’s busy lifestyle 
means the majority of people don’t have 
much time to spend on gardening, so creating 
some low maintenance areas is invaluable. 
Decking, paving and woodchips can be used 
to differentiate areas of the garden and simplify 
them. Any trees and hedges should be kept 
under control and fences maintained. 


Choosing 
the right 
agent for 
your home 

SELECTING which estate agency to 
sell your home (your biggest asset) can 
be worrying for anyone. You can make 
your decision more straightforward by 
following a few simple rules: 

The first thing to do when searching 
for a quality estate agent is to check 
that they belong to a professional 
body like the NAEA. This is because 
all our members have to complete an 
accredited qualification on estate agency 
and are bound by strict rules. Selecting 
an agent who is one of our members 
will ensure your peace of mind as they 
offer a solid understanding of the market, 
and furthermore, we offer you a fair 
complaints procedure. 

A great help when selecting an agent is 
reputation. If family, friends, neighbours 
or people you know have had a good 
experience with a particular agent, then 
this can be a great help in making your 
decision. 

Look out for the number of ‘for sale’ signs 
and in particular ‘sold’ signs around your 
local area. This will tell you which agents 
are most popular, and therefore can 
generate more leads for you. 
Advertisements for properties in the 
local newspapers will also tell you which 
agents stand out from the rest and also 
tell you which areas the agents cover. 

The local press will help to inform you 
how the local market is performing. This 
empowers you when talking to agents, 
buyers and interested parties. 

Make sure you get on well with your 
chosen agent - this will be invaluable 
during the whole process. 

Remember, choosing a member of the 
NAEA offers higher standards, protection 
and a complaints procedure for you. You 
can search for NAEA members at http:// 
www.naea.co.uk/find-agent/ 



MNA Media 


Publishers of Express & Star and Shropshire Star 


They're sold 


Turn to your local estate agent to sell your property and you will be SOLD ON: 

• Professional accredited local agent service 

• Free valuation 

• Local area knowledge 

• Adverts in local newspapers, online and office window display 

• Registered house hunters 

• Solid marketing advice to help you sell fast 

If you are thinking of selling, look no further than the estate agents in these pages for the best local advice available. 
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Taylors 


the property professionals 


KingSMiraford Brierley Hill 

01384 401777 01384 265265 


Sedgley 

01902 880888 


Stourbridge ■ • Halesowen 




SEDGLEY, Northway 

EXTENDED, Freehold, gas centrally heated, double glazed detached with flexible room 
arrangements comprising; porch, hallway, L shape through living room, dining room, rear 
hallway, cloakroom, secondary lounge, well equipped kitchen. Two staircases to first floor 
with FOUR BEDROOMS (one with bathroom en suite) and further shower room, Garage, 
parking, garden, EPC: D SEDGLEY 


NETHERT0N, Hockley Lane 

Within an EXCLUSIVE COLLECTION of SEVEN LUXURY NEW BUILD HOMES known as YEW TREE 
RISE - PLOTTHREE is a thoughtfully designed FOUR BEDROOM DETACHED with SPACIOUS 
LIVING ACCOMMODATION and high specification. Anitcipated completion Feb 2016. EPC: 


C0SELEY, Southall Crescent 

CONSTRUCTED IN 2008 a SPACIOUS, double glazed, gas centrally heated detached set at 
head of private driveway& comprising porch, hall, cloakroom, lounge, CONSERVATORY, 
kitchen, utility room.THREE BEDROOMS (two with built in wardrobes & principal bedroom 
with shower room en suite), bathroom, garage, extensive parking, gardens. EPC C SEDGLEY 


Offers in the region of £269,000 


£245,000 


Offers in the region of £230,000 



NETHERT0N, Saltwells Road 



SEDGLEY, Wolverhampton Road 


EDWARDIAN ELEGANCE! SPACIOUS, gas centrally heated, double 
glazed semi detached of character retaining many fine period 
features comprising; hall, lounge, dining room, family room, 
kitchen, utility, cloakroom. Three double bedrooms (principal 
bedroom with shower room en suite), bathroom. VAST ROOF 
SPACE. Gardens, Vehicular access to EXTENSIVE PARKING. EPC:E. 
SEDGLEY 



LOWER G0RNAL, Sandstone Close 


SCANDANAVIAN STYLE. Gas centrally heated, double glazed 
detached family home constructed to first quality specification 
& in exemplary order. Designed to match adjacent property with 
minimal energy/running costs the accommodation includes; hall, 
cloakroom, lounge, 19ft'hub of the house'dining kitchen, garden 
room.Three bedrooms, bathroom, garden, GARAGE (rear), 
additional parking. EPC: C. SEDGLEY 


UPPER G0RNAL, Pale Street 

SPACIOUS, NEW BUILD, gas centrally heated, double glazed 
dormer style detached with flexible room arrangements. 
Conveniently situated, the accommodation comprises; hall, 
stylish BATHROOM, double bedroom, magnificent'hub of the 
house'19 ft living/dining room/kitchen.Tofirstfloorisa large 
207" principal bedroom with shower room en suite.Parking, 
gardens, distant views. EPC: SAP: B. SEDGLEY 


A FANTASTIC opportunity to purchase a MOST IMPRESSIVE, 
EXTENDED, DOUBLE FRONTED, DETACHED HOME comprising: 
Porch, Hall,TWO RECEPTION ROOMS, Kitchen, Utility,TWO 
DOUBLE FIRST FLOOR BEDROOMS, Bathroom, Driveway, Garage, 
LARGE GARDEN. EPC D 


Dudley, East Street 

This SUBSTANTIAL and EXTENDED, SEMI-DETACHED HOME 
is furnished with a LARGE WELL FITTED KITCHEN and FOUR 
GENEROUS BEDROOMS. Also comprising:TWO RECEPTION 
ROOMS, FAMILY BATHROOM, En Suite Shower Room, Driveway, 
GARAGE and a Pleasant Rear Garden. EPC: D 


Offers in the region of £200,000 


Offers in the region of £189,950 


Offers in the region of £189,950 


£169,950 


£169,500 



NETHERTONJhe Beck 


This MODERN, THREE BEDROOM PROPERTY would make a 
lovely FAMILY HOME and comprises: Hall, Guests W.C, Spacious 
Lounge, Modern Breakfast Kitchen,Three Bedrooms (Master with 
En-Suite), White Suite Bathroom, Off Road Parking, Rear Garden. 
EPC C 


£139,950 



PENSNETT, Corbyns Hall Road 


Situated within this ADMIRED ADDRESS, this THOUGHTFULLY 
EXTENDED, SEMI-DETACHED PROPERTY comprises: Hall,Through 
Lounge, Extended Kitchen Diner,THREE BEDROOMS, Family 
Bathroom, Block paved Driveway, Enlarged Garage, Pleasant 
Garden. EPC: 


£134,950 



DUDLEY, Vanborough Walk 


This family home is excellently presented and is situated in the 
popular London Heights, Dudley area. It benefits from upvc 
double glazing, gas central heating, THREE BEDROOMS, living 
room, kitchen-diner, conservatory, family bathroom, integral 
garage, enclosed rear garden and driveway to front. Viewing is 
highly recommended. EPC: C. SEDGLEY 


Offers in the Region of £132,950 



LOWER G0RNAL, The Straits 


An attractive SIGNIFICANTLY EXTENDED gas centrally heated 
and UPVC double glazed semi detached'miner cottage'with 
NO UPWARD CHAIN enviably situated in favoured/convenient 
district. The property offers further potential and presently 
comprises entrance hallway, lounge, extended 17ft'hub of the 
house'dining kitchen (with patio doors out to garden), lobby, 
separate toilet. Two bedrooms, bathroom, delightful particularly 
lengthy sheltered rear garden. EPC C SEDGLEY 

Offers in the region of £130,000 



NETHERT0N, Halesowen Road 


This TRADITIONAL, SEMI-DETACHED HOME comprises: Porch, 
Spacious Hall,TWO LOVELY RECEPTION ROOMS, WELL FITTED 
Kitchen,THREE GENEROUS BEDROOMS, Family Bathroom, Large 
Block Paved Driveway, Garage and Pleasant Front & Rear Gardens. 
EPC: 


£129,950 




LOWER G0RNAL, Boundary Hill 


EXTENDED, gas centrally heated, majority double glazed semi 
detached within walking distance of village & having block 
paved off road parking comprising; porch, hallway, cloakroom, 

16 ft lounge and brick/Upvc double glazed CONSERVATORY, 
extended/upgraded 17 ft kitchen;THREE DOUBLE BEDROOMS, 
bathroom. Wider than average garden, good distant views. EPC: 
D. SEDGLEY 


Offers in the region of £118,000 


NETHERT0N, Highbridge Road 

Conveniently situated within this established address, this 
DECEPTIVELY LARGE AND MOST APPEALING, THREE BEDROOM, 
SEMI DETACHED HOME, briefly comprises: Hall, Sitting Room, 
Dining Room, Kitchen, Guests Cloakroom, Three Bedrooms, 
Bathroom, Driveway Garage and Garden. EPC D 


£115,000 


G0RNALW00D, Brook Street 

Beautifully presented, traditional, uPVC double glazed, gas 
centrally heated,TWO BEDROOM mid-terraced property set in 
the popular, Gornal Wood.This fabulous home benefits from 
well-presented living room, attractive breakfast-kitchen, utility 
area, stunning Victorian style bathroom, good-sized master 
bedroom, stunning cottage style enclosed rear garden. Viewing 
Essential to appreciate what this property has to offer. EPC: D. 
SEDGLEY 

Offers in the region of £114,950 



C0SELEY, Hinchcliffe Avenue 


A deceptively spacious, extended leasehold semi-detached 
property is set in a cul-de-sac location in the popular area of 
Coseley.This family home benefits from double glazing, gas 
central heating, entrance hallway, fitted-kitchen, extended living 
room, family bathroom, THREE BEDROOMS, integrated garage, 
good-sized enclosed rear garden, NO UPWARD CHAIN. Viewing 
essential. EPC Rating C. SEDGLEY 

KmaiB^WAS £119,950, NOW £110,000 



DUDLEY, Occupation Street 


Well maintained end of terraced property which offers potential 
and is an ideal starter home. It is situated in the sought after area 
of Dudley and benefits from upvc double glazing, gas central 
heating, TWO DOUBLE BEDROOMS, through-lounge, kitchen, 
fitted shower room, enclosed rear garden, driveway to front and 
detached garage. NO UPWARD CHAIN. EPC:D. SEDGLEY 


Offers in the region of £107,950 


www.taylors-estateagenis.co.uk 












































33 


Taylors 


the property professionals 


KingSMiraford Brierley Hill 

01384 401777 01384 265265 


Sedgley 

01902 880888 


A : Stourbridge f tl Halesowen 



SEDGLEY, ‘Algar Grange’, Off Dudley Road 

RARE OPPORTUNITY! - An exciting new development of 11 plots under construction by the 
Woodbourne Group of gas centrally heated & Upvc double glazed detached BUNGALOWS/ 
dormer bungalows in short/quiet cul-de-sac within walking distance of Sedgley's Bull Ring & 
all associated amenities. Three designs available with prices from £218,500 up to £264,500, 
and First Phase scheduled for early April. SAP: T.B.A. Further details/plans/specification etc. 
with Agents Sedgley Office. 


PRICES FROM £218,500 



SEDGLEY, Warren Drive, Northway 

A stylish tremendously enhanced freehold gas centrally heated UPVC double glazed link- 
detached with tremendous distant views in favoured district. Delightful accommodation 
includes entrance hallway, reappointed fitted cloak room and further store, 26ft through 
living/dining room (previously separate rooms) with double doors out to garden, upgraded 
kitchen with an extensive range of units and various integrated appliances FOUR BEDROOMS 
(principle bedroom with en suite) reappointed/re-tiled bathroom with contemporary white 
suite, carport, large garage, secluded rear garden. EPC Rating TBC. SEDGLEY 

Offers in the region of £210,000 



PENSNETT, Fernhurst Drive 

Pleasantly located within this very popular address, this SUBSTANTIAL, BEAUTIFULLY 
IMPROVED DETACHED FAMILY HOUSE offers a a generous FOUR BEDROOM layout with EN- 
SUITE, plus a driveway, GARAGE and a good sized, well maintained garden. EPC TBA 


£204,950 



W00DSETT0N, Park Close 


Attractive, Freehold, gas centrally heated,mostly uPVC double 
glazed semi detached at head of short cul-de-sac briefly 
comprising; entrance porch, hall, lounge with bay, dining room, 
kitchen. Three bedrooms, tiled bathroom. Parking, secluded rear 
garden with substantial timber workroom. EPC: D. SEDGLEY 


Offers in the region of £150,000 



LOWER G0RNAL, Grafton Gardens, Straits 


NO UPWARD CHAIN. Enviably situated in cul-de-sac just off 
The Straits within walking distance of the village & backing on 
to country park at rear; a significantly improved, Freehold, gas 
centrally heated & double glazed intermediate "family home", 
briefly comprising; hallway, spacious living/dining room, rear 
hallway with store, kitchen. Three generous bedrooms, refitted 
bathroom with white suite. Garage, sheltered garden abutting on 
to woodland. EPC: E. SEDGLEY 

Fixed Price of £140,000 



Brierley Hill, John Street 


This BEAUTIFULLY PRESENTED, MODERN, DETACHED HOME 
occupies a FINE CORNER SETTING and is appointed with a 
LOVELY KITCHEN and THREE GENEROUS BEDROOMS. Also 
comprising: Attractive Lounge, Guests Cloakroom, FAMILY 
BATHROOM, Driveway, Garage and Rear Garden. EPC: C 


£139,995 



NETHERT0N, The Beck 


Forming part of this MODERN DEVELOPMENT, This GORGEOUS 
HOME comprises: Hall, Guests Cloakroom, Stylish Lounge, 
CONTEMPORARY BREAKFAST KITCHEN, THREE BEDROOMS 
(Master with En-Suite), Modern Bathroom, Pretty Garden, Off 
Road Parking. EPC C 


£139,950 



Brierley Hill, The Breeze 


PERFECT for FIRST TIME BUYERS & YOUNG FAMILIES,This 
MODERN STYLE, THREE BEDROOM HOME comprises: Hall, 
Guests W.C, Stylish Lounge, Splendid Modern Kitchen,THREE 
BEDROOMS, White Suite Bathroom, Pretty Rear Gardens, 
Allocated Parking. EPC: C 


£139,950 



SEDGLEY, The Walk 


LARGE EXTENSION AND TREMENDOUS POTENTIAL! A gas 
centrally heated (combi boiler) and part UPVC double glazed 
semi detached for improvement in popular/convenient district. 
With a number of character features the accommodation 
includes entrance hall, through lounge (with patio doors), 
kitchen, lobby, separate toilet, store, further living/occasional 
bedroom with large shower/wet room ensuite. Three bedrooms, 
bathroom, drive, secluded rear garden. EPC:C SEDGLEY 

Offers in the region of £125,000 



UPPER G0RNAL, Eve Lane 


A fantastically presented traditional semi-detached property 
situated in the popular Upper Gornal area. It consists of entrance 
hall, well-appointed lounge, fitted kitchen-diner,THREE 
BEDROOMS, family bathroom, enclosed rear-garden with CABIN, 
centrally heated & double glazed, off-road parking. EPC Rating 
D SEDGLEY 


Offers in the Region of £124,950 



UPPER GORNAL, Naylors Grove 


NO UPWARD CHAIN. Well presented good-sized family property 
situated in the popular area of Upper Gornal.The gas centrally 
heated accommodation includes entrance hall, living room, 
dining room, breakfast-kitchen, conservatory, guest W/C, utility, 
THREE BEDROOMS, bathroom. Enclosed rear garden, driveway to 
front. EPC Rating D. SEDGLEY. 


Offers in the region of £122,500 



HOLLY HALL, Woodside Road 


This EXTENDED,THREE BEDROOM, SEMI-DETACHED HOME 
comprises: Hall, Lounge, Fitted Kitchen, Well Appointed Wet 
Room, Three Generous First Floor Bedrooms, Family Bathroom, 
LARGE GARDEN with ADDITIONAL LAND EXTENDING TO THE 
SIDE. EPC C 


£119,950 



DUDLEY, Garrick Close, “Earls Keep” 


GROUND FLOOR APARTMENT- Within walking distance of 
many amenities and representing a RARE OPPORTUNITY a gas 
centrally heated & double glazed ground floor apartment (with 
'entry phone'style access to communal parts) comprising; central 
reception hall, two bedrooms (principle bedroom with shower 
room en suite), lounge, dining section, kitchen, bathroom. 
Extensive communal grounds/allocated parking. EPC C. SEDGLEY 

KmaiB^Was £125,000, NOW £119,750 



DUDLEY, Elm Green, Old Park Farm Estate 


A conscientiously maintained and well presented, semi-detached 
property with UPVC double glazing, part gas centrally heated 
and situated the popular area of'The Greens'. This fine property 
benefits from THREE BEDROOMS, living room, kitchen-diner, 
guest W/C, refitted bathroom, block-paved driveway and 
enclosed rear garden. NO UPWARD CHAIN. EPC: D SEDGLEY 



NETHERT0N, Chester Road 


Enjoying a BRILLIANT CORNER POSITION, This STYLISH, SEMI¬ 
DETACHED HOME comprises: Hall, Lovely Lounge, Kitchen Diner, 
TWO GENEROUS BEDROOMS, Well Appointed Bathroom, Large 
External Work Shop, Driveway, Beautiful Rear Garden. EPC: 



BR0CKM00R, Campbell Street 


This SPACIOUS,'PERIOD'STYLE, THREE BEDROOM, END TERRACE 
HOME is offered'for sale'with NO UPWARD CHAIN & comprises: 
TWO RECEPTION ROOMS, Cellar, GENEROUS FITTED KITCHEN, 
Bathroom, Three First Floor Bedrooms & Rear Garden. EPC: E 



NETHERT0N, Farm Road 


This TRADITIONAL, TWO BEDROOM, SEMI DETACHED HOME 
offers EXCELLENT POTENTIAL and would make the ideal FIRST 
HOME. Briefly comprises: Hall, Lounge, Dining Room, Kitchen, 
Two Generous Bedrooms, Bathroom, Front and Rear Gardens. NO 
UPWARD CHAIN! EPC: F 



C0SELEY, Hollywell Street, Hurst Hill 


Delightful recently gas centrally heated (combi boiler) and UPVC 
double glazed FIRST FLOOR flat conveniently situated within 
walking distance of so many day to day amenities. Individual 
front door to entrance hallway with staircase up to hall, lounge, 
kitchen, double bedroom, bathroom, two generous stores, 
communal grounds. EPC: C. SEDGLEY. 


Offers in the Region of £104,950 


£104,950 


£89,950 


£79,950 


Offers in the region of £64,950 


www.taylors-estateagenis.co.uk 
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Independent Estate Agents 
Property Lettkigs & Management 

www.trinityproperty.net 


t r rightmoveccuK | 

1 he UK's numtae> one property website 



0 propertyfinder.com 

rent 9 time 


Offering honest, friendly 
advice for selling and 
renting your property 


Energy Performance 
Certificates from £45 


Fixed fee sales with 
No Sale No Fees 


All aspects of property 
management including 
Guaranteed Rent 


Opening all the 
right doors 

01384 213395 

21 Wolverhampton Street, 
Dudley, 

West Midlands, DY11DB 


www.YourRentOnTime.net 

www.N 0 SaleN 0 Fees.net 

www.onthemarket.com 



Our Sales Package: £1198 inc vat 

That's Just: £999 +VAT 


Don't miss out on our FANTASTIC offer!! 
Book your FREE VALUATION today 

No Sale, No Charge 
Any House, Any Area!!! 

Our professional sales team will see you through from Valuation to Completion 

Call Today: 01384 213395 

The Market Is Moving.... ARE YOU...?? 
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Extended semi-detached 
home has four bedrooms 



A SUBSTANTIAL and extended four-bed- 
roomed semi-detached home in East Street, 
Dudley, comes with a large kitchen and four gen¬ 
erous bedrooms. 

With a pleasant rear garden, it is for sale 
through Taylors at £169,500. 

With double glazing and gas central heating it 
has a reception hall with stairs off, an attractive 
sitting room with a bay window, a pleasant din¬ 
ing room with ample space for a table and chairs. 

An extended fitted modern kitchen with light 
oak style units and contrasting marble-effect 
working surfaces and splash-back tiling, an in¬ 
tegrated oven with a microwave above and an 
integral dishwasher and a built-in five-ring hob 
with a cooker hood over. 

There is a driveway and a garage. The substan¬ 
tial rear garden includes a patio area, lawn and 
borders. 

Contact Taylors on (01384) 265265 or visit 
01384 265265 or visit www.taylors-estateagents. 
co.uk 



A uniquely designed family 
house is close to golf course 


A FABULOUS and unique¬ 
ly designed detached family 
home in a popular location 
overlooking the golf course, 
33, Barnetts Lane, Kidder¬ 
minster, has flexible accom¬ 
modation over three floors. 

It is for sale through Halls 
at offers over £399,000. 

With low maintenance 
gardens and off road park¬ 
ing and a double garage, 
it has a large fully tiled re¬ 
ception hall, a ground floor 
WC and an office, a first 
floor generous dual aspect 
living room off with an at¬ 
tractive coal effect gas fire, 
a large kitchen/diner with 
a five-ring gas hob and dou¬ 
ble oven with an extractor 
over and French doors to 
an attractive rear terrace, 
a dining room with French 
windows opening to the rear 
garden, a study/bedroom 
five, a utility room, second 
floor master bedroom with a 
range of fitted furniture and 
a beautiful en-suite, three 
further generous bedrooms 
and a fabulous contempo¬ 
rary bathroom. For further 
information contact Halls 
on 01562 820880 or visit 
www.hallsgb.com 



©IF 


CXGWQOD 

Midlands’ Leading Auctioneers 


Next Auction Coming Soon 


K.Stuart Swash 


PROPERTY AUCTION 



Advantages of Selling By Auction 

• Quick Sale 

• Immediate Exchange of Contracts 

• Certainty of Sale 

• 28 Day Completion 


Contact us for a FREE no obligation appraisal 

Birmingham & The South 

T: 0121 233 5046 1 V| | 1 1 


Black Country & The North |j^ .1 

1— w amiV 

T: 07830 375 823 

W: cpbigwood.com 

i @CPBigwood 


NEXT SALE 

22 nd March 2016 

Entries to date include; 

Freehold & Leasehold 
Residential Properties 
Vacant & Investment 
Premises 

Further entries invited 
Please Register for Catalogue 


2 Waterloo Road, 
Wolverhampton WV1 4BL 
(01902) 710626 or 424044 

Email: swashauctions@btconnect.com 
www.kstuartswash.co.uk 



To advertise in this 
property section, 

call C&£oia/' 

on 01922 


—- r 

22 444331 
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Kia Optima’s evolution 


By James Parker 


The fourth-generation Optima 
has a modern, new exterior, a 
bold interior design with more 
space for occupants, new tech¬ 
nologies and a wide choice of 
efficient powertrains. 

The new model offers greater refine¬ 
ment and improved ride and handling 
over the outgoing model, while retain¬ 
ing the sporty image that has helped 
Optima become one of Kia’s best-sell¬ 
ing models worldwide. 

The Kia Optima plays an important role 
in the Kia Motors Europe product line-up, 
introducing the brand to an increasing num¬ 
ber of new customers. Since the third-gen¬ 
eration model launched in 2011, with its 
distinctive look, high-quality interior and 
high-tech image, the Optima has offered 
buyers something fresh and different in the 
D-segment. 

The all-new Optima’s evolutionary new 
look was designed to be functional and 
sporty, with exterior dimensions that are 
marginally longer, taller and wider. These 
changes enable a roomier and more com¬ 
fortable cabin, with more head-, shoulder- 
and rear-seat leg-room and greater cargo 
capacity. 

This model is the most aerodynamic Op¬ 
tima to date, with drag reduced from 0.3 to 
0.29 Cd. 

The all-new Kia Optima will be available 
in Europe in a choice of nine colours, with 


alloy wheels ranging from 16-in to 18in di¬ 
ameter. 

The material quality of the all-new Opti¬ 
ma’s cabin is significantly improved over the 
outgoing model, with a far higher proportion 
of soft-touch materials, as well as cloth and 
leather trim in natural tones. 

Tasteful metallic accents throughout the 
cabin add a higher quality ambience to the 
interior. 

The larger interior and exterior dimensions 
ensure that the all-new model is the most 
practical, spacious and comfortable. Car¬ 
go space has grown from 505 to 510 litres 
(VDA), with the under-floor storage area and 
a wider boot opening adding greater prac¬ 
ticality. 

High-strength 

It features a uniquely engineered body 
which combines more high-strength materi¬ 
als than ever before, resulting in even high¬ 
er standards of crash safety. While passive 
safety is improved, the new model is also 
equipped with a series of high-tech active 
and autonomous safety features, and Kia’s 
engineers have targeted a five-star Euro 
NCAP safety rating throughout the Optima’s 
development programme. 

Kia’s vehicle stability management is fitted 
as standard, ensuring stability under brak¬ 
ing and cornering by controlling the car’s 
electronic stability control and electric mo¬ 
tor-driven power steering if it detects a loss 
of traction. 

The Optima is available with a wide range 
of optional active hazard-avoidance technol¬ 
ogies, depending on market. 



The new model offers 
greater refinement 
and improved ride 
and handling 


Improving ride and handling was a top 
priority for Kia’s dynamic development 
teams, with a focus on delivering the ride 
comfort and stability customers expect 
from a D-segment sedan, while achieving 
the level of agility promised by the car’s 
sportier appearance. 

The all-new Optima debuts a number 
of new, advanced on-board technologies 
to improve usability, comfort and conven¬ 
ience. 


The touchscreen infotainment system is 
paired with a six-speaker audio system as 
standard. 

A powerful Harman Kardon premium 
sound system, featuring 10 speakers, an 
external amplifier and Clari-Fi MP3 resto¬ 
ration technology, is also available as an 
option. 

The all-new Kia Optima will offer the 
company’s unique seven-year, 150,000km 
warranty as standard. 


T.WALL FINAL SALE SAVINGS! 


14/14 C0RSA 
SE 1.4 


1 H 


5 door, 
Choice of 
► Colours 

I FROM 

] £7695 


12/12 ASTRA 
EXCLU SIV1.6 

Technical 
37,000 miles 

* - 3 £6495 



NOW 

1414 C0RSA SE 1.4 5DR CHOICE OF COLOURS FROM . £7695 

14,15 & 64 C0RSA SE 1.2 5DR CHOICE OF COLOURS FROM . £7595 

1463 C0RSA DESIGN 1.4 AUTO 5DR ASTEROID GREY 18,500 MILES . £6995 

1414 C0RSA LTD 1.2 3DR CHILLI ORANGE 9,000 MILES . £7995 

1313 C0RSA ENERGY 1.4 3DR ASTEROID GREY 16,500 MILES . £7295 

1515 NEW C0RSA DESIGN 1.2 3DR FLAME RED 3,500 MILES . £8995 

1212 ASTRA EXCLUSIV 1.6 5DR TECHNICAL GREY 37,000 MILES . £6495 

1362 ASTRA ACTIVE 1.4 ASTEROID GREY 20,500 MILES . £7995 

1262 ASTRA ACTIVE 1.6 5DR CARBON FLASH 17,500 MILES . £8195 

1313 ASTRA Sri 1.6 5DR CARBON FLASH 24000 MILES . £8295 

1363 ASTRA Sri 1.4 TURBO POWER RED 35,500 MILES . £8295 

1363 ASTRA Sri 1.4 TURBO 5DR SILVER LAKE 36,500 MILES . £8295 

1414 ASTRA GTC Sri 1.4 TURBO CARBON FLASH 21,000 MILES . £10995 


14/14 MOKKA 
TECHLINE 1.7 CDTi 


5 door, 
Sovereign 
Silver, 

17,500 miles 


0“ * " x |£13495 


12/12 ZAHRA 
TOURER EXCLUSIV 1.8 




i 


5 door, 

Silver Lake, ** 
33,000 
miles 


11/11 INSIGNIA SRi 
VX-LINE 2.0 CDTi 


5 door, 
Carbon 
Flash, 

30,000 miles 

■ 


NOW 

1212 MERIVA SE 1.7CDTi 5DR WATERW0RLD BLUE 36,500 MILES . £6995 

1111 MERIVA EXCLUSIV 1.3CDTi 5DR PEPPERDUST 44,500 MILES . £5995 

1414 MOKKA TECHLINE 1.7CDTi 5DR SOVEREIGN SILVER 17,500 MILES . £13495 

1464 MOKKA EXCLUSIV 1.7CDTi 5DR SOVEREIGN SILVER 6,000 MILES . £13995 

1464 MOKKA SE 1.4 TURBO SNOWFLAKE PEARL WHITE 10,000 MILES . £13995 

1515 MOKKA TECHLINE 1.4 TURBO AUTO 5DR OLYMPIC WHITE 3,000 MILES. £15995 

1463 MOKKA SE 1.4 TURBO AUTO 5DR OLYMPIC WHITE 19,000 MILES . £12995 

1212 ZAFIRA TOURER EXCLUSIV 1.8 5DR SILVER LAKE 33,000 MILES . £9495 

1111 INSIGNIA Sri VX-LINE 2.0CDTi 5DR CARBON FLASH 30,000 MILES . £9695 

1564 INSIGNIA Sri NAV2.0CDTi 5DR OLYMPIC WHITE 12,000 MILES . £13995 

MANY OTHER CARS AVAILABLE ON SITE AND 
APPROXIMATELY 600 CARS IN GROUP STOCK 


T Wall Garages Hi 9 h Street, Pensnett, 
01384 288333 Kingswinford 

www.twall.co.uk DY6 8X6 


Award winning family-run business-established 1953 
1 Mile from Russells Hall, Hospital, towards Kingswinford 


VAUXHALL 
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More than 
a Mondeo 
but still 
practical 

By Matt Joy 

Ford has released the first car to wear its up¬ 
market Vignale badge, but is it just a more 
expensive Mondeo or something more sub¬ 
stantial? 

This is brand new territory for Ford, as it seeks to 
muscle in on the compact premium sector with the 
Mondeo Vignale. More than just a trim designation, 
Vignale models sit at the top of the Mondeo range 
and have unique exterior and interior elements and 
are designed to offer superior comfort. 

What’s more, they are finished in a special area of Ford’s 
Valencia factory, with additional layers of paint and high¬ 
er quality standards, and if you buy one you can only do 
so from specially-chosen Ford dealers. You’ll get a higher 
standard of service too, with free collection and pick-up from 
your dedicated Vignale dealerperson. 

On the outside, there’s unique alloy wheels, a gloss finish 
to the grille and pillars, and some extra chrome detailing, 
plus those unmissable badges. The Mondeo Vignale is also 
available in just four colours: black, silver, white and ‘Nocci- 
ola’ - brown to you and me. 

It’s a handsome machine, arguably more so in estate 
form, and while the Vignale extras do make it feel a little 
more posh, there’s no denying it’s still clearly a Mondeo. It’s 
very early days for this sub-brand, and only time will tell if 
buyers respond to its perceived elevation over the standard 
car. 

It gets better on the inside, however. As the Vignale sits 
above the Titanium X in the Mondeo range, it is positive¬ 
ly groaning with kit. There’s a big Sony audio system with 
satnav and Ford’s SYNC2 system, active noise cancelling 
(more of which later), ambient lighting and you can even 
have ventilated massage seats. 

Practical 

There’s also leather - tons of the stuff. The seats have 
their own pattern (designed to echo that of the front grille) 
plus it’s on the dashtop, the doors and even on the centre 
armrest. It’s here you begin to feel that you’re getting some¬ 
thing for the additional outlay, although obviously it is just as 
practical as a regular Mondeo. 

As you’d expect, the Vignale is standard Mondeo under¬ 
neath, but that’s no bad thing. What has changed is that the 
suspension has been tweaked to deliver a smoother ride, 
while there’s acoustic side glass as standard and the noise 
cancelling system to keep the cabin hushed. 

With the most-popular 2.0 TDCI unit and the Powershift 
transmission taking care of gearshifts, piloting the Mondeo 
Vignale is a genuinely relaxing experience. The ride may 
be smoother but it still has the Ford sharpness of response 
you’d expect, while the reduction in noise levels is a wel¬ 
come improvement. 

Most of the German competition go for a sporty feel, 
whereas the Mondeo Vignale is comfort oriented, which po¬ 
tentially gives it an advantage on the UK’s poor roads. 

Take a look at the spec sheet and the final price 
makes sense. The options list is very small indeed, while 
the standard spec runs to that sophisticated Sony system 
including satnav, a rear view camera, ambient lighting and 
a fully-electric driver’s seat. A complete leather interior and 
the special alloy wheels come with it too. It’s worth noting, 
however, that the key German rivals are very close on price, 
although, if you equalise the specification, a big price gap 
opens up. 

So will the Mondeo Vignale find favour with customers, 
or sit forlornly in its special corner of the showroom? Well, 
the fact is that buyers do like high-spec Mondeos; the stats 
show that the Titanium X simply isn’t enough for some. It’s 
also a useful higher step for people climbing the company 
car ladder, and Ford is clear about most of its sales coming 
in this way. There’s also a hybrid version if you want the 
petrol electric combination. 

This car summed up in a single word: Soothing. 

If this car was a: jacket, it would be sumptuous and wel¬ 
coming woollen overcoat. 

TESTED 

Ford Mondeo Vignale 2.0 TDCI 180PS, 
£29,345 

Engine:2.0-litre diesel unit producing 178bhp 
and 295lb.ft of torque 
Transmission: Six-speed manual gearbox 
driving the front wheels 

Performance: Top speed 140mph, 0-62mph in 
8.3 seconds 

Economy: 62.8mpg combined 
Emissions: 117g/km of C02 




DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY 


01384454100 


CARS OF THE WEEK * CARS OF THE WEEK * CARS OF THE WEEK 



2001/51 SUZUKI GRAND 
VITARA 88,000miles One 
Owner, Full Suzuki History 


£ 2,995 



2007/57 VAUXHALL ASTRA 
DESIGN 1.8 AUTOMATIC 
26,000 miles, Beige 


£3,995 



2007/57 HONDA CIVIC 
TYPE “R” 3 door, Silver, 
47,000 miles 


£7,495 


Vauxhall Adam Selection 

2013/13 VAUXHALL ADAM 1.4 3 door, White, 10,175 miles . £7695 

2013/13 VAUXHALL ADAM 1.2 70PS JAM Red, 8,654 miles . £7795 

2013/63 VAUXHALL ADAM 1.2 70PS SLAM 3 door, Yellow, 7,450 miles . £8495 

2014/14 VAUXHALL ADAM 1.2 70PS JAM Arden Blue, 3,656 miles . £8995 

2014/64 VAUXHALL ADAM 1.2 GLAM 3 door, PANORAMIC ROOF White, low mileage . £9495 

2014/14 VAUXHALL ADAM 1.4 87PS JAM White, 10,010 miles. SOLD 

2014/14 VAUXHALL ADAM 1.2 70PS SLAM 3 door, Green, 8,614 miles. SOLD 

Vauxhall Antara Selection 

2012/61 VAUXHALL ANTARA 2.4i 16V167PS EXCLUSIV 5 door, Black, 38,697 miles . £9750 

2012/12 VAUXHALL ANTARA 2.2 EXCLUSIVE CDTi 5 door, White, 30,000 miles . £9995 

2012/12 VAUXHALL ANTARA 2.2 CDTi 16V163PS EXCLUSIV 5 door, Silver, 19,966 miles. SOLD 

2012/12 VAUXHALL ANTARA 2.2 CDTi SE NAV AU 5 door, Grey, 39,245 miles . £11995 

Vauxhall Astra Selection 

2007/07 VAUXHALL ASTRA LIFE 1.4 5 door, Silver, 50,000 miles . £3495 

2007/07 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.3 DIESEL ENERGY Grey, 44,000 miles . £4350 

2007/07 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.4 SXi TWINP0RT 5 door, Black, 36,902 miles . £4995 

2010/60 VAUXHALL ASTRA EXCLUSIVE 1.41 ESTATE grey 50,000 miles . £6650 

2011/61 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 EXCITE 5 door, Silver 23,000 miles . £7995 

2011/61 VAUXHALL ASTRA EXCITE 1.6 5 door, Silver, 22,847 miles . £8495 

2012/62 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 ACTIVE 5 door, White, 22,000 miles . £8495 

2012/62 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.4 ACTIVE 5 door, Red, 10,000 miles . £8495 

2012/62 VAUXHALL ASTRA GTC SPORT 1.7 3 door, Red, 17,291 miles . £9650 

2014/64 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.3 DESIGN CDTi EC0FLEX 5 door, Silver, 7,316 miles . £10995 

2014/64 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 TECH LINE GT 5 door, Grey, 19,980 miles . £11995 

Vauxhall Corsa Selection 

2004/04 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 SXi 5 door, Red, 39,000 miles . £2995 

2010/10 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4i 16V DESIGN 5 door, Silver 25,000miles . £4750 

2011/11 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 SE 5 door, Black, 35,462 miles . £5850 

2012/62 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.0 EC0FLEX S 5 door, Red, 16,000 miles . £5995 

2012/62 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 SXi A/C 5 door, Blue 15,000 miles . £6250 

2012/62 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.3 CDTi EC0FLEX ACTIVE 5 door, Blue, 44,000 miles . £6250 

2012/62 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 ACTIVE A/C 3 door, BLUETOOTH Blue , 15,000 miles . £6350 

2012/12 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4 SXi AC 5 door, Green, 16,080 miles . £6495 

2012/12 VAUXHALL CORSA SE 1.2 5 door, Silver, 19,567 miles . £6995 

2013/63 VAUXHALL CORSA ENERGY 1.2 A/C 3 door, Red, 14,153 miles . £6995 


2012/12 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 LIMITED EDITION 3 door, White, 20,195 miles . £7995 

2013/13 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 LIMITED EDITION 3 door, 17,000 miles . £7995 

2014/14 VAUXHALL CORSA LIMITED EDITION 3 door, White, 11,400 miles . £8995 

2013/13 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.6 VXR 3 door, Blue, 13,000 miles . £11495 

Vauxhall Insignia Selection 

2014/64 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 1.8 WT SRi 140 Hatchback, Red, 19,000 miles . £10995 

2014/64 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 1.8WT SRi 140PS 5-door, Silver, Hatchback, 9,000 miles . £11995 

2013/63 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA LIMITED EDITION CDTi AUTOMATIC Black, Low miles . £12250 

2015/15 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 1.81 WT 140 SRi Hatchback. White, 9,583 miles . £12795 


2015/15 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 2.0 CDTi DIESEL SRi HOPS SAT NAV Hatchback, Red, 7,100 miles . £16495 

2015/15 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA SPORTS TOURER CDTi BI-TURB0195 PS VX LINE Red, 7,300 miles ... £18450 
Vauxhall Mokka Selection 

2014/14 VAUXHALL MOKKA 1.6 EXCLUSIV 115PS 5 door Hatchback, St/Sp, Blue, 18,737miles . £11495 


2014/14 VAUXHALL MOKKA 1.7 CDTI TECH LINE Blue, 3,600 miles . £12650 

2012/62 VAUXHALL MOKKA 1.7 CDTi SE 130PS 5 door Hatchback, White, 15,000 miles . £13995 

2014/14 VAUXHALL MOKKA 1.7 CDTI SE White, 18,000 miles . £13995 

Vauxhall Meriva and Zafira Selection 

2008/08 VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1.8 SRi MPV Blue, 59,000 miles .. £4995 

2010/10 VAUXHALL MERIVA 1.4i 16V EXCLUSIV 5 door, Pepperdust Metallic, 27,000miles . £5695 

2012/62 VAUXHALL MERIVA 1.4i 16V EXCLUSIV 5 door, Oriental Blue, Lady Owner . £6495 

2013/13 VAUXHALL MERIVA 1.41 SE WT HOPS TURBO Flame Red, 20,796 miles . £8995 

Other Makes 

2002/02 RENAULT MEGANE CABRIOLET 1.6 Silver, 52,000 miles . £2495 

2007/07 RENAULT CLIO CAMPUS Black, 44,000 miles . £2650 

2005/05 MGF SUNST0RM Silver, 75,000 miles, IMMACULATE . £2995 

2001/51 SUZUKI GRAND VITARA 1.6 Silver, 88,000 miles, One Lady Owner From New . £2995 

2009/09 VAUXHALL TIGRA1.416V A/C 3 door, 34,404 miles. Reduced Now ..... £3495 

2005/05 VW BEETLE 1.6 CABRIOLET 3 door, Blue, 55,500 miles . £3995 

2008/08 FORD FOCUS 1.6 STYLE 5 door, Blue, 42,250 miles . £4995 

2007/07 HYUNDAI TUCSON AUTOMATIC 4X4 43,000 miles, Blue . £4995 

2011/61 RENAULT WIND 1.2 TCEGT LINE 2 door, Blue, 45,386 miles . £5495 

2010/60 SEAT ALTEA1.6 TDi CR EC0M0TIVE SE 5 door, Black, 40,543 miles . £7695 

2013/63 SKODA FABIA 1.6 TDi CR 105BHP MONTE CARLO SPECIAL EDITION 

5 door, White, 31,100 miles ... £7995 


2012/62 TOYOTA RAV 4 2.2 D-4D XT-R 5 door, Metallic Red, WITH REVERSE CAMERA, 31000miles . £14995 

2010/10 MERCEDES-BENZ E CLASS 3.0 E350 CDI BLUE EFFICIENCY SPORT 


2 door Tip Auto Convertible.., 


..£17995 


DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY 

01384 454100 

www.dudleymotorco.co.uk (Between Cousins and Dudley Zoo) 
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Salute to the McLaren FI 


According to its creator, Gordon 
Murray, the McLaren FI was “an 
attempt to build the best engi¬ 
neered driver’s car ever made.” 

It was an attempt that clearly suc¬ 
ceeded... according to FI owner and 
serial car collector Jay Leno, it is simply 
“the Greatest Car of the 20th Century.” 

Produced between 1992 and 1998, just 
106 examples were built. Of that figure a 
mere 64 were standard road cars, so there’s 
only a remote chance of seeing one in the 
flesh. 

Unless you head to the London Classic 
Car Show at London’s ExCeL centre next 
month, that is. For a special display devoted 
to the FI and curated by designer Gordon 
Murray will form one of the major attractions 
at the show. 

No fewer than five FIs will be shown - two 
standard road cars, two GTR racers and a 



‘long tail’ FI GT road car. Last year we paid 
tribute to Adrian Newey with an amazing dis¬ 
play of his world beaters; this year we are 
putting the spotlight on Gordon Murray and, 
in particular, the amazing McLaren FI he fa¬ 
thered,” explained Event Director, Bas Bung- 
ish. “All those involved in what’s clearly going 
to be a very special homage to the FI believe 
it will be by far the best, and most complete, 
insight ever put together for the public - 
thus something no car enthusiast will want 
to miss. As well as Gordon himself, we are 
working very closely with those at McLaren’s 
own MSO Heritage and acknowledged FI 
specialists Lanzante to ensure this fabulous 
display is as comprehensive and detailed as 
possible.” 

To give visitors a unique insight into 
the world’s first ‘million dollar motor’ - the 
McLaren cost £634,500 when new - one of 
the road cars will be displayed with its doors, 
bonnet and engine cover open, while one 
of the racers will have its exterior panels re¬ 
moved to show what goes on under the skin. 

The showcase will be completed with a 
number of FI-related artefacts including the 
race suit worn by JJ Lehto when he won the 
1995 Le Mans 24 Hours in an FI. Also on dis¬ 
play will be the road car’s bespoke luggage, 
a BMW engine block, one of the TAG Heuer 
watches given to each owner and engraved 
with their car’s build number and an exam¬ 
ple of the car’s bespoke tool kit, made from 
gold-plated titanium no less. 

Technical drawings, photos and special 
films produced by McLaren to celebrate the 
car’s 20th anniversary its famous Le Mans 24 
Hours victory in 2015 will also be shown. 

“When we started work on the FI we 
benchmarked all the existing supercars from 
Ferrari, Lamborghini, Porsche and so on, 
as well as aspects of cars as varied as the 
contemporary Honda NSX and the 1960s 



No fewer than five FIs 
will be shown - two 
standard road cars, 
two GTR racers and a 
‘long tail’ FI GT road 
car 


Lotus Elan. The idea was to better the per¬ 
formance, vehicle dynamics, handling and 
ride comfort of all of them at the same as 
producing a car that could, genuinely, be 
used every day. 

“We achieved it all... except perhaps 
the steering. The FI gets very close but 
doesn’t quite better the purity of the Lotus 
Elan’s steering,” said Murray. 

Partly because each car took three and 
a half months to build and partly because 
it is crammed full of exotic materials includ¬ 
ing gold leaf, titanium, magnesium and 
Kevlar, McLaren lost money on each car 
made despite that heady price tag. 

Those with the foresight and wherewith¬ 
al to buy the car when it was new, however, 


couldn’t have made a better investment. 
Last August a 1998 McLaren FI LM sold at 
auction in America by Sotheby’s for close 
to £9 million. 

One of the unique features of the Lon¬ 
don Classic Car Show is The Grand Ave¬ 
nue, a roadway running through the centre 
of the exhibition hall along which classics 
of all different shapes and sizes are put 
through their paces. 

It is anticipated that one of the McLar- 
ens will take to The Grand Avenue during 
the show, so visitors will not just be able to 
gaze at this remarkable British car at rest, 
but see and hear it in action, too. 

Tickets for the London Classic Car Show 
are on sale now. 


YOUR VAUXHALL’S 
SERVICE AND A YEAR’S 
ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE 


PROFESSIONAL 
VAUXHALL EXPERTISE 

CLEAR AND FAIR 
PRICING 





WE WORK TO SUIT YOU k 



a, USiJ 

37 GUARANTY 


*T’s and C’s Apply 


ONLY 

£ 54.85 


Peace of mind with up to 
parts & labour 

in the event of your car failing its next MOT* 


£149 


ON VAUXHALLS 

OVER 3 YEARS OLD* 


Only Vauxhall-trained 
technicians work on 
your car 

We promise no hidden 
extras in our invoices 

Flexible booking times 
to suit your day 




c 


Your Roadside Assistance is 
provided by the RAC 
Includes 24/7 Vauxhall accident 
support 

RAC Breakdown Cover 
Vauxhall Accident Management 


DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY 

01384 454100 

www.dudleymotorco.co.uk (Between Cousins and Dudley Zoo) 
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Skoda’s great 


car range 



Citigo 

The Citigo is Skoda’s take on the most 
modern citycar design in the market. With the 
Czech brand on the bonnet, it makes value 
sense too. 

It’s an impressive compact city car which 
borrows the technological expertise offered by 
Skoda’s parent company, Volkswagen. It then 
blends it with the value we expect from this 
rapidly growing Czech brand. 

Those in search of a beautifully conceived, 
affordable and impressively space and fuel-ef¬ 
ficient urban runabout should seriously con¬ 
sider it. 

Go for the slightly pokier 75PS variant and 
Skoda includes its efficiency package (with 
start/stop and everything else) as standard 
with this engine, so the returns achieved - 
67.3mpg on the combined cycle and 98g/km 
- are substantially better than most rivals. 

Whether you opt for your Citigo with 60 or 
75PS, the benefits of the efficiency package 
are important given that they take this car be¬ 
low the 10Og/km barrier, making it completely 
free from congestion charges and delivering 
all kinds of tax benefits. 

Fabia Compact Hatchback 
and Estate 

Skoda ups the ante with its third-generation 
Fabia, introducing sharper, more assertive styl¬ 
ing and clever technology. With more space in¬ 
side, increased scope for personalisation and 
better efficiency from its engines, the Fabia 
has the basics spot on. 

The Fabia has done very well for Skoda. 
Around 3.5 million cars have sold to date, split 
between 1.8 million first-generation Fabias and 


around 1.7 million second-generation cars. 
That’s quite some success story. The Fabia 
blends a mix of abilities and can probably be 
described as the car that offers the most quali¬ 
ty for your pound in its sector. 

Skoda Octavia 

The talented new Skoda Octavia is big¬ 
ger and better value than most of its rivals, a 
medium-sized hatch for the price of a com¬ 
pact-sized one. 

If you’re after more performance, then you’ll 
appreciate one of the sporty vRS models. 
Horses for courses you see. 

And if those courses are likely to be on the 
rough and muddy side, then you’ll be interest¬ 
ed in the four-wheel drive system also devel¬ 
oped for this car, primarily for a Scout estate 
model with additional body cladding and a 
raised ride height. 

Skoda Superb 

The aptly-named, prestigious new Skoda 
Superb looks better than ever, is even more 
polished inside and backs that up with ever 
better efficiency measures. 

Increasingly, the big hatchback or estate car 
is filling a bit of a niche. There’s little doubt that 
at this price point it’s hard to buy better than 
the Skoda Superb if you’re really not after a 
4x4 or a people carrier. 

It rides and handles better than any compar¬ 
atively-priced SUV or MPV we can think of, it’s 
elegantly understated and it makes sense on 
the balance sheet, too. 

Rapid 

Skoda understands its customers. Ease of 
ownership, value pricing and solid build are all 


priorities. All are satisfied by the Golf compet¬ 
ing Rapid. 

That the brand can deliver more sophis¬ 
tication than this is not in doubt - the larger 
Octavia demonstrates that. But the point here 
is that a significant number of customers just 
don’t need it and the new Rapid is tailor made 
for them. 

In addition Skoda offers the Rapid Space- 
back which features a longer wheelbase and 
sportier look. 


Yeti 

Then there’s the incredible, multi-award win¬ 
ning Yeti, a very spacious but externally com¬ 
pact Yeti, which strikes the perfect balance be¬ 
tween on road performance, family orientated 
practicality and rugged 4x4 styling. It’s availa¬ 
ble with a choice of two or four-wheel drive and 
diesel and petrol engines. 

What makes Skoda’s Yeti so appealing? 
It’s spacious, safe, drives well, has a cool but 


understated image and extremely low running 
costs. The latest car adds a little equipment, 
tidies the interior and tweaks the styling but 
otherwise sticks to a tried and tested recipe. 
In truth, not a lot needed changing. The Yeti 
remains a class act. 

All new Skodas are covered by a compre¬ 
hensive, three-year (60,000 mile) parts and 
labour warranty, a 12-year anti-perforation 
warranty, plus you’ll gain three-year’s RAC 
membership cover. 


2 GREAT CARS • 2 GREATS OFFERS! 

HURRY LIMITED STOCKS - DIRECT FROM YOUR BLACK COUNTRY VAUXHALL DEALERS 


VAUXHALL 

MERIVA1.4 TECHLINE 



High specification includes: 


• Front and rear parking distance 
sensors or Sat Nav 

• Front fog lights 

• 17-inch alloy wheels, with 
locking wheel nuts 

• Multi-function trip computer 

• Electrically operated rear 
windows 

Mobile phone system with 
Bluetooth® 


SPECIAL 

OFFER 

FROM 


£11995 


VAUXHALL 

MOKKA 1.6 TECHLINE 



High specification includes: 


► Traction Control* Sat Nav with 
CD, MP3 CD player & stereo radio 

► ABS • Climate Control 

► Multi-function trip computer 

► Cruise control* Front fog lights 

► Alloy wheels 

► Electric front window & rear 
windows 

► Bluetooth® functionality 

► Rain-sensitive windscreen wipers 

► Front and rear parking distance 
sensors 


SPECIAL 

OFFER 

FROM 


£15795 


EXCLUSIVE TO YOUR BLACK COUNTRY VAUXHALL DEALERS 


Halesowen Motor House 

Dudley Rd, Halesowen, West Midlands B633NH 
01215030001 www.halesowenmotorhouse.co.uk 


TWall Garages 

High Street, Pensnett, Kingswinford DY6 8XB 
01384288333 www.twall.co.uk 


Stourbridge Motor House Dudley Motor Company 

High Street, Amblecote, Nr. Stourbridge DY84DG Trindle Rd, Dudley, West Midlands DY27AY 
01384 447970 www.stourbridgemotorhouse.co.uk 01384 454100 www.dudleymotorco.co.uk 


VAUXHALL 


All offers subject to stock availability, terms and conditions. Pictures for illustration purposes only. 
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fMII Motability 


www.brindleykia.co.uk 



offers you the 

to enjoy worry-free motoring 


reat Motability offers from Brindley 




Brindley Kia 


Venga 1.6 '3' Automatic 



• High seating position • Rear parking camera 

• Sat nav • Climate control 


riQQ Advance 
I Zy Zy Payment 


Soul 1.6 CRDi 'Connect' Automatic 


; 


• High seating position • Bluetooth® 

• Rear parking camera • Cruise control 


£ A Q Advance 
Payment 


Carens 1.7 CRDi '2' 7 seater 


• 7 individual seats 

• High seating position 


• Reversing sensors 

• Climate control 


CtlQQ Advance 
^ I Payment 



The Power to Surprise 


85 New Road, Tipton DY4 7BX 

55 Penn Road (A449), Wolverhampton WV2 4WW 


T. 0121 629 0892 
T. 01902 690634 


Kia range fuel consumption: Urban 19.3-54.3 mpg, Extra-Urban 31.0-70.6 mpg, Combined 26.2-62.8 mpg, CO 2 117-258 g/km. 

MPG figures are official EU test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. Picture for illustration only. 

For 7 year / 100,000 mile manufacturer's warranty and terms and exclusions visit www.kia.co.uk. Offer not available with any other offer. Subject to availability on vehicles registered before 31 st March 2016. 
For Motability details and eligibility visit: www.motability.co.uk 


Suzuki’s 
Celerio an 
honest car 

By John Griffiths 


You may have noticed that new car prices are 
on a rapid upward spiral, so that even some 
of the ‘value’ brands now cost the sort of 
money which would have bought you a pre¬ 
mium saloon a few years ago. 

But to be fair, even the most cynical among us can’t 
put automotive inflation down to simple profiteering. 
There is, for example, mounting pressure on car mak¬ 
ers to make massive investments in research and de¬ 
velopment in the fields of safety, fuel economy and 
reducing exhaust emissions. 

Jaguar Land Rover’s £1 billion investment in a new plant 
to produce the super efficient Ingenium diesel engine on the 
outskirts of Wolverhamton is one example. Then, of course, 
there are the new hybrid and fuel cell technologies. 

Buyers are also demanding more: some cars now have 
so many electronic gadgets we older folk need a further ed¬ 
ucation course to use them properly. But where does that 
leave those of us who can’t afford a new car, with the bene¬ 
fits of a fuel efficient engine and a peace of mind warranty? 

Well, there’s the Suzuki Celerio. witth one of the largest 
cabins in the ‘city car’ class, over 60mpg, zero road tax and 
one of the cheapest new cars you can buy with prices from 
£7,414. That’s the price for the entry level ‘SZ2’ test car: 
a practical hatchback with few frills but all the essentials. 
There are better equipped Celerios further up the range, and 
even a more economical engine, but this base model is hard 
to beat if you want true value for money motoring. 

It still comes, for example, with a full safety package in¬ 
cluding anti-lock brakes with electronic brake force distri¬ 
bution, emergency brake assist, electronic stability control 
and six airbags. 

There’s also a decent DAB radio and CD player, tinted 
glass electric front windows and an effective heater - but no 
air conditioning and you have to adjust the wing mirrors with 
little manual levers instead of electric switches. 

The three cylinder, one litre engine has an official fuel av¬ 
erage of 65.7mpg, a C02 rating of 99g/km (so no road tax 
under current regulations) and insurance shouldn’t break 
the bank with a low 7E (out of 50) rating. 

It was a brave decision by Suzuki to replace two older 
models (the Alto and the Splash) with one, the Celerio, There 
was an initial problem with a brake part, too, but the compa¬ 
ny recommissioned the part and retro fitted it to those cars 
which had already gone out to dealers within days. 

The result? Well the Celerio has proved to be a big seller 
for Suzuki, indicating its the right package which convinces 
test-driving customers. 

Footprint 

The Celerio has a small ‘footprint’ but it’s also relatively 
high which means it’s been laid out to seat four adults in 
comfort - even a 6ft 6ins colleague wasn’t cramped in the 
rear. With its tall stance and five doors, access is easy too. 

With light, power assisted steering, a higher-than-average 
seating position and deep windows it’s a breeze to park and 
to handle around town. 

The steering is positive, too, which helps makes the Ce¬ 
lerio a pleasant car to drive on the open road. With 68bhp 
it’s no ball of fire but keeps up with even motorway traffic 
without fuss or excessive engine noise. A typical Suzuki mo¬ 
tor, it’s more of a purr than a growl. 

The ride feels a little firm over poor surfaces, but it’s suf¬ 
ficiently well damped to ensure comfort and prevent the 
bumps throwing the steering off track. 

The slowest moving part of the test car was the fuel 
guage: while I didn’t manage the official 65.7mpg, over a 
week of driving the actual figure was close to 60mpg which 
is the best I remember from a petrol car. 

If you want, or can afford, to upgrade to the flagship SZ3 
version, you can also have Suzuki’s new ‘dualjet’ engine. 
While it’s basically the same unit, with the same overall pow¬ 
er output, it is slightly quicker and considerably more eco¬ 
nomical. With a new fuel injection system, variable valve tim¬ 
ing and a few other technical modifications, it is one of the 
most efficient petrol engines ever produced. Official figures 
credit it with an incredible 78.4mpg and an ultra low 84g/km. 

There’s also an ‘automatic’ option - in fact it’s not a tradi¬ 
tional auto but an automated manual box, where the work 
of the clutch is done by electronics and servos. You can still 
use the gear lever for manual changes (or not, as suits you). 

Higher grade models are, of course, better equipped, too, 
with features such as air conditioning starting at SZ2. 

The practical split/fold rear seats are standard, though, 
with cargo space of 254 litres rising to 726 litres when 
they’re folded flat. That’s another area in which the Suzuki 
goes to the top of the city car class. 

Suzuki pride themselves on being the small car experts 
and certainly the Celerio is something of a master class in 
packaging. 

A small footprint on the road with surprising amounts of 
room inside, excellent economy and low running costs. It’s 
the sort of honest car which the market (and many car buy¬ 
ers) need. 
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Megane 
hatch is 
now right 
up-to-date 

By Ed Wiseman 



It’s no Renaultsport, but the Megane GT is a 
comfy and good-looking family car. It’s also 
sexier. 

Renault’s gorgeous design language has finally 
reached the Megane, bringing the French brand’s 
long-serving family hatch up to date. It’s better inside 
and out, incredibly comfortable, and boasts plenty of 
French style. Renault is back on form. 

The car is based on a new platform, which gives buy¬ 
ers more space on the inside. Some cars have a portrait 
touchscreen infotainment system, while the range-topping 
version gets four-wheel steering and even launch control. 

It’s probably the most striking car in the sector. It attracts 
interest even from non-car-people, which is pretty remarka¬ 
ble for an ordinary hatchback. 

The headlights have an instantly-recognisable C-shaped 
LED accent, and the tail lights stretch across nearly the 
whole back end of the car. This makes the car immediately 
interesting, even from a distance, and especially at night. 

Side-on is the only angle from which the Megane looks a 
bit conventional.Every corner is sculpted in a pleasing way. 

Competitors such as the Vauxhall Astra are easy on the 
eye, but the Megane is one of the best-looking cars on the 
road today. Renault lacks the gravitas of some of the Ger¬ 
man brands but is still a smart, upmarket name. 

Comfortable 

Like the three Meganes before it, this one is comfy. The 
ride is nice and soft, and the seats - especially in the front - 
are gloriously comfortable. 

The boot is capacious (384 litres, rising to 1,247 litres with 
the 60:40-splitting rear seats both folded down). This puts it 
in line with the class-leaders for storage. 

Lots of buttons have been replaced with a touchscreen 
system which, perhaps unsurprisingly, is harder to use. It’s 
not the worst on the market but could frustrate some users 
who are more used to conventional controls. The Megane 
will be able to tow conventional caravans. 

The full engine line-up hasn’t been released for the UK, 
but Brits can expect a range of petrol and diesel engines 
that do the job adequately. Driving the 1.6 diesel engine left 
a bit to be desired - it falls behind the Astra, which would 
have been unthinkable 10 years ago. 

The GT model, which packs a bit more punch, has 
202bhp but is still only in ‘warm hatch’ territory. 

Handling is good, and is imperceptibly improved in the 
GT version with the addition of four-wheel steering. This al¬ 
lows the back wheels to turn a tiny angle either in the same 
direction or in the opposite direction to the front wheels, de¬ 
pending on speed. This feels good on windy roads but even 
better on motorways, where lane changes are noticeably 
smoother. 

It still won’t compete with the Ford Focus, or even the 
Vauxhall Astra. But it handles better than the previous gen¬ 
eration and leads the way in comfort. Add-ons for the GT 
include launch control, which is fun but a bit silly - if you 
want a proper performance model, wait for the inevitable 
Renaultsport version. 

Starting at around £18,000, the Megane is good value. 
The quality of the materials used in the more upmarket ver¬ 
sions mean it’s an attractive option across the range, too. 

You’ll be disappointed if your priority is driving experi¬ 
ence, but if you want a smooth, comfortable family wagon 
- and one that looks great on your drive - you can’t do much 
better than the new Renault Megane. 

Full pricing hasn’t been released in the UK, but Renault is 
likely to undercut competitors such as Audi and BMW - and 
in a lot of ways, the Megane is a superior product. 

The Megane is something a little bit different. It’s what 
French cars used to be - comfy, easy to live with and a little 
bit quirky. This will appeal to families who value style in ad¬ 
dition to substance. 


TESTED 

Renault Megane GT 

Engine: 1.6-litre turbo petrol producing 202bhp 

Transmission: Seven-speed dual-clutch 
automatic 

Performance: 145mph top speed, 0-62mph in 
7.1 seconds 

Economy: 47mpg 

Emissions: 134g/km 


i, V 

HYurmml NEW POSSIBILITIES. Brindley Hyundai range 

STARTER OFFERS 
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Local Specialists 




METRO ALARMS 
AND SECURITY 


Burglar Alarm Repairs 


Alarms from £249 
Alarms Served from £30.00 

• Home Alarm Installation 

• Upgrades Close Circuit TV 

• 30 years Experience 

NEW!! Security Cameras 
Fitted for you to view via 
your Smart Phone! 
Recorded 24 hours! 

Free Quotes & Advice 

01384 350 687 
07904 317 150 

(anytime) 

www.metro-alarms. co. uk 


Blinds4Less 

Choose From a fantastic range! 
-Pleated -Venetians 
-Romans -Curtains 
-Verticals -Awnings 
-Rollers -Shutters 
New range of Chainless Verticals 
and Night and Day Rollers 
Give us a try before you buy! 
Contact us on 
01384 886162 
and 07989 588728 

Blinds4lessdirect.com 


Appliance Repairs 


and all White Goods 

"Don't go and. 
buu a new one, 
get it repaired ...” 


EtecasuD®© 

14 Hagley Road, Halesowen 

01384 413590 
07981 398758 


Building and Landscaping 



APQLLO+1+ 


APOLLO G.C.L Are accredited with both Construction Line 
and CHAS. With a client satisfaction rating of 9.8 and a 
client base which includes Amazon UK and Broxap. 

We always strive to deliver customer satisfaction. 

So, call us for a free estimate if you require, groundworks, 
drainage, blockwork, brickwork, housing or office 
extensions, internal refurbishment or landscaping. 


0800 043 4455 




Double Glazing 


MISTY UNITS 
REPLACED 

Buy Direct from the manufacturer. Est. 1999 


cncipCarc 


Reduce heat loss 
by up to 75% 


Also upgrade your existing double glazed units 
to Pilkington Energikare, it will help to reduce the 
amount of heat lost through your windows by up 
to 75%, lock, handles, hinges. 


WITH A10 YEAR GUARANTEE 
AND FITTING SERVICE AVAILABLE 


Delph Glazed Units 

Unit 32 Delph Rd Ind Est (by the tank), Brierley Hill DY5 2UA 

r r www.delphglazedunits.co.uk 

Telephone: 01384 573 074 


Driveways 




Whether you require a Traditional or a 

Contemporary Driveway . 

We Cater for all Budgets 

• Block Paving • Walls & Patios • Tarmac 
• Landscaping ‘Turfing • All types of Groundwork 
• Cleaning, Sealing and Repairs 

OFFICE: 0121 667 3449 01562 814580 
DIRECT: 07490001616 LOCAL: 0845 626 2449 


PERI] 


DR IV, EWAYS.fC O M 
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WE’LL BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QU0TI 


* ACE PAVING SERVICES* 


Tarmacing • Concrete Imprint • Block Paving and Patios 
Landscaping • Turfing • Fencing and Decking 
Power Washing • 5 year guarantee 
FREE estimate *15 years experience • Fully insured 

01384847115 I 01217692193 I 07448031419 

Web:wwwacepavingservices.co.uk 
Email:acepavmgservices@outlook.com 
Cradley Enterprise Centre, Maypole Fields, 

BJ _ Halesowen B63 2QB _ 


Driveways & Patios 


Cressage Paving 


Specialists in: 

Block Paving,Tarmacing, 
Landscaping, Gravelling, 
Patios, Forecourts, 
Fencing and Driveways 
All Groundwork undertaken 
FREE WRITTEN QUOTATION 
Mini Digger & 

Driver available 

01384 944032 
Mob: 07879 073702 

www. cressage-group .co.uk 


Went Drtwwaya 4 


• FENCING 1 

• TURFING 

•LANDSCAPING I • — 

• BLOCK PAVING 

• TARMACADAM 

• DRAINAGE SYSTEMS 

• AGGREGATES AND CHIPPINGS 

• HIGH PRESSURE CLEANING 


FREE WRITTEN QUOTATION 

Tel:01384 466 950 
Mob: 07708 332 005 


I CnMnatr 


www.trentlandscapes.co.uk 


Executive Car Hire 


Whatever the 
Occasion - let us provide yojw 

DREAM CAR 

Please get in touch and let us know what you would like 


Call 01902 895056 

Email: warrenrusson@googlemail.com 

f www.summercars4hire.co.uk (g 


Electricians 


Domestic 

Industrial 


Commercial 


Electrical 

Kingswinford Limited 

Fault Finding & Condition Reports 

Rewires/Part Rewires 

Additional Sockets 

Shower Replacements 

Intruder Alarms 

Security Lights 

Storage Heaters 

Electric Cooker Repairs 

Visit our website for more services 


+=■ 01384 278471 


MB&electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality mmm 

local service call: ^ - 


mbelectric. co.uk I 



Flooring 


S&J FLOORING 

• Supply and fit of laminate and i 
real wood flooring 

• Vinyls Planks 

• Underfloor Heating 

• Samples straight to your door 

• Ceramic tiling (floor and wall) 

• Carpentry (doors, skirting boards, [I 
flat pack furniture, etc) 

• Lofts Boarded 

• Loft Hatches Supplied and Fitted 

• Self Levelling 


“"We even fit your 
own flooring 


Any job considered 
■ small or large 


07908 400039 


Gardening 



ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


mmmismms 


2V yearn 

Gardening & Landscaping Services 

Including: • Tree Lopping • Hedge Cutting 
• Lawn Mowing • Fencing & Slabbing 
• Low Maintenance Landscaping • Gardens Cleared 

FULLY INSURED • OAP DISCOUNTS 




www.ragardenservices.net 



Gardening 


__-il.'U.'- '-JjU J'T-rn - | 


Roberts 

Guttering 

Services 

20% Discount 

Local Specialists 
Dry Verge Units Fitted 

For All aspects of 
cleaning & repair call 
Robert for a 
FREE quote on 

07767869792 

We Fit UPVC 
Soffits & Fascias 




Professional, Fully Qualified Insured Tree Surgeon 

★ Tree Felling 

★ Hedge Trimming 

★ Pruning 

★ Crown Reduction-Lifts 

★ Reshaping 

★ Conifer Topping 

FREE QUOTATIONS 



rnmrmm 
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Plumbing & Heating 



■sasssa? 




/ central Heating & Boilers 

/ toilerServicing&Repairs 
/ Kitchens & Bathrooms 

Ca ,ltora^W<m0®® m 

and for all other offers y 

HVaillanf^ 


R.S PLUMBING AND HEATING 

All General Plumbing Undertaken 

/ •Bathrooms Suites 
i 1 v • Radiators / Tanks / Pumps Fitted 
* j • Outside Taps Fitted 
• Leaks Repaired 

PipeWork Alterations • Local Friendly Service 


v.rsplumbing-hale: 

I Richard: 0790215571 


UiQn rci rertfrig & r?flT T7Tfiftng 

Combi Boiler change from £950 

SPECIAL OFFERS ON FULL HEATING SYSTEMS 


AlsoWarranty on Vailliant up to 10 years and Worcester 6 years | 

Free Quotation / 

07961 140885 JS 


Plumbing 


Need a plumber or 
jobs doing around the house? 


Give Ian a call 

/ fit Bathrooms, Kitchens, 
Outside Taps, Flat Pack, etc. y 
No job too small! No call out charge 


FREE QUOTES 

Call lan on 07813 506025 • (01902) 276740 


To advertise your business and reach more than 53,000 potential customers... 

D 

Call us on... 

01384 353241 A 

B 

E-mail us at... ^8 

zac.clarke@expressandstar.co.uk M 

Post to... ^ 

1 Zac Clarke, Dudley Chronicle, 51-53 Queen St, 1 

Wolverhampton WV11ES A 




















































































































Property Maintenance 



★ Interior/Exterior Painting And Decorating 

★ All Aspects Of Plastering And Rendering 

★ Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 
★ Roof Repairs & Re-pointing ★ Pressure washing 
★ Plus Much More.... 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 


01384 213644 or 077 33 226568 


AGE CONCERN & LOCAL AUTHORITY CONTRACTOR, CITY & GUILD QUALIFIED, 
PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE (£5 MILLION) ALL STAFF C.R.B. CERTIFIED 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


I N 


Skip Hire 



S®@! 

All size skips and all areas covered 
Same day delivery faster than 
A phone call!!! 

Open 7 days a week 

07920 88 57 74 or 01384 24 09 56 


_ 


Roofing 


ROOFING SERVICES 


• Gutters Cleaned From £15 

• Small Repairs From £15 

• Pointing Work From £15 
SPECIAL OFFERS 

on all UPVC Fascias, Gutters, 
New Roofs/Slate Tile & Felt and 
Garage Roofs 

- Flat roof specialist 

- Insurance work undertaken 

- Est 25 years 

- Discounted for OAPs 

- Exterior Painting _ 


Home: 01384 872276 Mobile: 07584 081228 



BA 
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Gardening & Landscaping Services 

Including: • Tree Lopping • Hedge Cutting 
• Lawn Mowing • Fencing & Slabbing 
• Low Maintenance Landscaping • Gardens Cleared 


FULLY INSURED • OAP DISCOUNTS 







LAPWOOD 
SHEDS & 
FENCING 

All Types Of Shed & Fencing Supplied 
And Fitted with Quality Workmanship 
Call now for considerable 

WINTER DISCOUNTS 

For Free Quotes 

Call 07766117222 
01384 261651 
www.lapwoodsheds.com 


WOLVERHAMPTON 
TREE SERVICE 

Trees felled, hedges 
trimmed, stumps 
removed, tree reports. 
Fully insured. 

Arboricultural Association & Council Approved. 

01902 892652 

www.wolvestrees.co.uk 

E: treebloke@aol.com 


Tree Surgeon 



www.ragardenservices.net 



Roofix Roofing 

Flat roofing specialists 

All types of flat roofing systems 
Tiling Work, Fascia, Soffits and Guttering 
Chimney Repointing, Free Quotations 

Tel: 01902 560092 
Mobile: 07952 442017 
www. roofixwm. co. uk 




Our Specialist Section offers you a wide range of 
local businesses and tradesman to deal with your 
needs and requirements. 
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Buy Local, Sell Local 


funeral directors 


J.R. JONES 


(Lower Gornal 01902 880040 


DAINTY & 
DOWNING 


Dudley 0138 4 252772 

Independent family run 
Funeral Directors 
24 hour service 
www.nedowning.co.uk 

monumental 

masons 

S. A. LOCKETT & SON LIMITED 

337 Tettenhall Rd, Wolverhamp¬ 
ton WV6 OJZ. 01902 751825. 
info@salockettandson. co.uk 
www.salockettandson.co.uk 


lost & found 


LOST —Tortoiseshell Female cat, 
Tuesday, January 12, Springfield 
area WV10. Wearing collar and 
microchipped. 07752 911611 



Has been missing from 
Northycote Lane WV10 since 
9th December. He is a 7 year 
old black and white neutered 
male with a little tear in his 
left ear. No collar. He is micro 
chipped. A vet will scan free 
of charge to confirm owner. 
Please check your sheds and 
garages. 


Any news appreciated good or 
bad text or call 07968 507566. 


1 

Family 



A LEVELS GCSE 11+ SATs £5* 

1-2-1 Maths Science 
01902 335879, 07803 170919. 


Capitol Mobility-Bilston 


JANUARY OFFER 

£100 OFF POWERED PRODUCT 
WITH THIS ADVERT 


MOBILITY SCOOTER 

Excellent condition. Fits easily 
into a car boot. Ideal for shop¬ 
ping and holidays. Recent new 
batteries. Can deliver. 

£275. 

07905 770683. 


MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 
can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384 
255019/07831 246292. 

STERLING LITTLE STAR 4-wheel 
scooter, charger, basket, foldable 
Superb; £250. 07788 833252. 

WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 


2 


Leisure 

Time 



BAILEY RANGER 380/2 1998, good 
clean van, many extras, £500. 
07990 902057. 


CARAVAN FOR HIRE BRONZE 

plus 6 birth caravan, with cot based 
at Aberystwyth Clarach bay, all 
amenities on site. Dog friendly 
07877 692443. 




WANTED 
ALL CARAVANS 

Any age or condition 
Also motorhomes wanted. 

TOP PRICES PAID 

Immediate collection. 

CALL THOMAS 
07776373150 



WANTED FOLDING 
CAMPER 

or trailer tent, also folding 
poptop caravan, cash waiting 
price 

268835 


any p 

07870 2 




FISHING TACKLE WANTED any¬ 
thing considered. New or Old 
01902 754011 or 07931 568716 



FENDER SQUIRE STRAT guitar 
and fender champion amp, immac¬ 
ulate, hardly used. £160. 07887 
891754. Wolverhampton. 

RECORDS/CDS WANTED & SOLD 

Cash paid.Vinyl Shop,5a Cleveland 
Street, WV1 3HL. 07760 168972. 





\ 
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massage 



TRADITIONAL CHINESE Massage 

Closed: Feb 5 - Reopens Mon, Feb 
29. 01902 903659. Compton WV6. 



> 

^ bridal/prom wear 


VICTORIA KAY w/e 30/ /31 Jan. 
10% off/free Tiara on dresses pur¬ 
chased. Lifestyles 01902 457306. 



- - -^ 

antique fairs 


PENKRIDGE ANTIQUES AND 

collectors market Thursday 4th 
February Free entiy, Free parking. 
Open from 9am ST19 5AP Pitches 
available, tel: 0794727194 



Home & 
l Services 


DISPLAY CABINET, as new, light 
cream, two glass doors, £100 ono. 
0121 520 7749 (Tividale). 



HSL LYNTON Catch Recliner Chair. 
Boucle wine, Magogany, Excellent 
Condtion: £200. 07788 833252. 


LOUNGE SUITE 

3 seater settee and 2 arm¬ 
chairs, beige leather with hard¬ 
wood trim, cost £3,000, 
excellent condition, 4 years old. 

£300. 

Telephone 01384 375790. 


MAHOGANY FIRE surround and 
electric fire with lights and shelves, 
as new, £60 ono. 01902 654419. 

NICE COMFORTABLE leather sofa, 
blue/grey. Room urgently need. 
Free. 01902 338335. 



Hand tools, anything considered. 

01543 452491 /07539340307 


READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 


A ABSOLUTELY BEST price given 
for single items or houses cleared. 
Antique, old, reproduction. Call: 
01384 482155 or 07802 475693. 


A BEST CASH PRICE 



FOR ALL RAILWAY 
COLLECTIONS 
Any gauge or age 

Hornby / Bachmann / Bowmans 
/ Roundhouse / Graham / Farsh 
/ any live steam. Also Die Cast, 
Corgi, Dinky, Spot On. 

01384 836219/07891 713547. 
thetrai n master67 @ 
hotmail.com 



PINK FULL RECLINER Chair, fully 
functioning. No rips/tears. Excellent 
condition. £100. 07788 833252. 

TWO SEATER RECLINER Leather 
effect settee, chocolate brown, 
excellent condition, £60. 

01902 473742. 


WHITE WARDROBE, 3 drawer 
chest, 1 bedside cabinet, good con¬ 
dition, £60 ono. 07963 437427. 



FRIDGE/FREEZER, excellent con¬ 
dition, £85. Can deliver. Telephone 
07464 026970. 


AIR RIFLES, SHOT GUNS, Antique 
guns, taxidermy- big bore guns, 
traps etc wanted. 07968 624202 


BRITISH COINS AND MEDALS 

wanted by private collector. 

Please contact 01902 676540. 


FOOTBALL PROGRAMMES 

Tickets and other sports 
memorabilia. 

Top prices paid for the 
right item. 

Call Paul on 01543 251743. 


WANTED COOKERS, fridges, 
washers, must be good, clean con¬ 
dition and working. 07944 351351. 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 

PROM DRESS Purple full length 
strapless sequinned bodice laced 
back layered skirt size 10/12 cost 
£400.£100.00 07790725101 


All gold 9ct up to £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 


A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft •Lladro • Old coins 

• WATCHES •COSTUME JEWELLERY 

• Old toys • Clocks • Paintings 
• ALL SILVER • All Oriental Items 

Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 
ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING 
HOUSE CLEARANCES 


01922 495066 or 
07971 783206 


BOOK YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
OR FAMILY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ONLINE AT 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 


and become one 
of hundreds of 
customers 
who regularly 
receive 
exclusive 
special offers 
& discounts. 



ClassifiedAds 


Dudley Chronicle Thursday, January 21,2016 































































































































Dudley Chronicle Thursday, January 21,2016 


44 


ClassifiedAds 


01902 317878 | classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk 



AERIAL & TV SPECIALISTS 

Free Estimates on any TV Repairs, 
Plasma, LCD, 3D, LED, Projection. 
All areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. 
Wall mounts & TV setups. 

07850 330251 



aerials 


j 


AERIAL & SKY 
SPECIALIST 

• Digital Aerials & Sky 

• TV Wall Mounts 

• We repair any TV’s 

For free quote call 
07850 330251 



ALAN JONES 

THE ORIGINAL AERIAL 
SPECIALIST, THE BEST! 
Est 1955 - 59 years at the topi 
Recommended by thousands 
Genuine, honest, 100% reliable 
WE HAVE WATCHED THEM ALL COME AND GO 
Call: 0-1902 885985 
ANY PROBLEM SOLVED 


CLEAR VISION AERIALS. Free- 
view, FreeSat, Sky, CCTV. Aerials 
from £79. Dishes from £79. OAP 
DISCOUNT. Tel: 01902 752036. 


alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


building services 


ices^j 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

Over 35 years experience in the industry. 

All aspects of building work including: 
Extensions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways & landscaping. 
Discounts offered. See us on Rated 
People. 

01902 579592 / 07837 994465 


carpet & upholstery j 
cleaning| 


A CLASS CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

OAP discount. Recession Prices. 
Unbeatable Value: Rooms cleaned from £10 

Call Paul 07870 341089 


RESTORE THE BEAUTY/freshness 

of your carpets. Est 12yrs. Free 
quotes. Call Able 01902 742222. 


RAINBOW 

COURIERS 

Parcels / Pallets, 
Local / Distance, 
Business/ 
Domestic. 

Call: 

07884 353732 


domestic 

cleaning 


j 


cleans™ 

Domestic Cleaning & Ironing Service. 
Friendly, Reliable & Trustworthy. 
Call Anita on: 07854163 804. 


domestic repairs^ 

& services | 


SAME DAY LOW 
COST REPAIRS 

Washing Machines, 
Tumble Dryers, Electric Cookers 

12 MONTHS GUARANTEE 
New and refurbished machines 
available with free fitting. 

Call Roy 

07850 355552 


drain clearance 


ALL DRAIN AND SEWER 

Blockages cleared fast. 

Call Fast Clean: 01902 736424. 


fencing 


A BARGAIN AT BUSHBURY 
FENCING/GATES LTD. Supply/fit. 
WV10 9QQ. Call 07816 863810. 
PORTWAY FENCING Special Offer 
on 10 Bays £695. 07866 137656/ 
0121 5315250 portwayfencing.com 


flooring 



gas fitting 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 


blinds 


Amanda 


7 Vertical Blinds from £195 

Also Great Deals On.. 

Rollers : Venetians : Wood Venetians : Romans 
Plantation Shutters : Made to Measure Curtains 

Free Quotes : Free Fitting 
TEL: 0845 667 4179 

www.amandaforblinds.co.uk 


GAS 

SERVICES 

• Boilers 

• Cookers 

• Fires 

• Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 
•Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


A BOILER BREAKDOWN, 
COOKER, FIRE, 
FITTED-SERVICED-REPAIRED 

a Landlord certs. 

/ All areas covered. 
J&E Heating. 

Call John: 

01902 562664 
/07969 687832 


gates 


TIMBER GATES 

GARAGE DOORS 
AND FRAMES 

Made and Fitted Any Sizes 
ALL AREAS COVERED 
Call John: 07958 576728 / 
01902 861347 


handyman 

services 


YOUR LOCAL HANDYMAN 

FREE QUOTES 
All work guaranteed, All trades 
covered, References available on 
request. No job too big or too small! 

CALL MIKE: 07947 621047 
0121 6010479 


house clearances 


A ABSOLUTE BEST 
CASH PRICE PAID 

for house clearances and bereavements. 
Also removals undertaken. 

All rubbish removed 
Carriers licence held 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 


YMCA REQUIRE FURNITURE Free 
Collection. Call: 01922 629562, 
01384 231714, 01902 715249. 


logs 



oven cleaning 


AAA OVEN CLEANING, Ovens, 
Hobs, Aga / Range / Micro / Extrac¬ 
tors. 01902 689418 / 07910 921736 

OVENBLITZ MIDLANDS Affordable 
oven cleaning specialists. See 
website or call 0800 773 4870. 


painters / 
decorators 


CALL M&B DECORATORS 

City & Guilds 
No job too small 
Free Quote 
01902 494555 


A PROFESSIONAL DECORATING 

service by RC Decorating. Free 
competitive quotes: 07773 025880. 

C I PAINTING & DECORATING 

Over 30 yrs experience.City & 
Guilds approved. Free Quotes. 
07890 879 892 01902 838521 . 

INTERIOR PAINTER AND DECO¬ 
RATOR Friendly and reliable, clean 
and tidy.Call Deb 01384 821846 / 
07502 396385 

MTK PAINTER & DECORATER- 

Competitive quotes.OAP discounts 
01384 340930/ 07825 558940. 


LOVE 2 WALLPAPER 

Reliable & Friendly, Professional 

Female Painter and Decorator 

Wallpaper is my speciality, competitive prices. 
For the Perfect Finish with minimum hassle. 
Plastering & Coving Work Undertaken 

01384 287577 or 07812 484194 


plans prepared 


ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 

BUILDING Plans: Prepared/submit¬ 
ted. K J Bradley 01902 373248 
07792 165767. www.plans4u.co.uk 


plumbing & heating 


j 


CENTRA HEAT 


Boiler Servicing inc Free Landlords Certificate. 
Power Flushing, Boiler/ System Repairs 

£200 OFF/Trade in old boiler 

Installed in February, t&c apply 


01902 845211 


K NASH & SON CH, combi boiler &7 
rads £2200. 7 year warranty avail¬ 
able 01902 790327/07973 721206. 

KEIRON JONES HEATING Full 
central heating from £2,200. Call 
01902 403823 / 07811 855231. 


plastering 


DOMESTIC 

PLASTERING 


rendering & small building 
work undertaken. 35 years 
experience. For a free quote 


07887 495726 
07583 643932 

www.domesticplastering.co.uk 


STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919 / 07977 262943. 


plumbers 


G M PLUMBING SERVICES Com¬ 
plete Bathrooms, Kitchens, Taps 
Showers,Blockages 07976 012468 


removals 


j 


A1KINGSWINFORD 

REMOVALS & HOUSE 
CLEARANCES 

Single items, 

Full houses, Offices etc 

Recession rates, 
FREE QUOTES 

We take the stress away 

40 years experience 

07966 281957 


A & M CHEAP 
REMOVALS 

Local 

Careful Firm 
Full or Part loads 

Call Don: 
07749 941319 


A MAN WITH A VAN Single items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve 0121 
422 2999 or 07815 043724 
A2B REMOVALS Cheap and reli¬ 
able removal service. Insured. 
07817 842980 or 01902 744829. 
CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 


roofing 


SSF ROOFING 
& GUTTERING 

Flat, Main roofs, rubber or felt, repaired and replaced, 
all repointing. Guttering repaired and replaced. 

BEAT ALL QUOTES GUARANTEED 


Call Sean 01902 829158 8am to 8pm 


A ROOFING 

main, flat, felt, firestone 
rubber, fibreglass, all 
repointing, fascias, soffits, 
gutters. Free quotes. All 
quotes beaten. 8am-8pm. 
01902 722447 . 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 


skip hire 


AN ABSOLUTE 
AFFORDABLE 

CASTLE 
SKIP HIRE 

Mini, midi and 
large skips 

Also available mini 
digger with driver 

1 01384 237577 J 
019024057451 
07719 671845 S 


=jurz 

EJXIFEi 


AFFORDABLE SKIPS 
2-50 YARD SKIPS 
AVAILABLE 
PUNJABI SPEAKERS 
MONDAY-SATURDAY 
7AM-6PM 


FEMMrllllll 


ATM&M 

SKIPS 

Fast, friendly service 
All areas covered 
All sizes 

Same day service 

Freephone 
0800 619 0189 
07904 915016 


BIG JOHN MOVES RUBBISH! 

No Skips, we load, fast friendly 
service, 25 Lister Rd, Dudley DY2 
8JR, Est 35 years, 01384 232359. 

GRINSELLS SKIP HIRE LTD. 

Mini, midi, maxi, large skips. Fast, 
friendly & reliable service. Monday 
to Saturday, 6 day service. Call: 
0121 555 6060. 

STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480/07886 721875 
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 


upholstery 


UPHOLSTERY SERVICES 3pcs/ 
springs/caravans/pubs/club/antiqu 
es. 01902 689844 / 07817 842980. 


Pets & 
Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 


GREYHOUNDS MAKE 
WONDERFUL PETS 

All neutered, innoculated 
and chipped. 

Call Greyhound Trust 
01922 412212 or 
www.rgtwolverhampton.co.uk 


BEAUTIFUL DOGS 
BUSTER 5yr mostly white 
border x spaniel, sweet & 
friendly 

COCO 7yr collie x kelpie 
OSCAR 3yr border x lab, good 
with dogs and children 
JAKE 14mth black/white 
border collie, lovely boy 
GEORGE 1 yr black/white pretty 
border collie 

ARCHIE Brown/white long 
haired pretty border collie boy 
BOB lOyr lovely golden lab 
RIGBY 9yr old Beagle, gentle 
affectionate 

ERIC 14mth white/tan neutered 
jack russell, only dog preferred 

01588 676106 

www.dogsamaritans.org.uk 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


BICHON CROSS LHASA Puppies, 
vet checked 1 st vaccinations, avail¬ 
able now, £250. 01384 830271. 

JACK RUSSELL puppies, Mom and 
Dad can be seen, tri colour, small 
legs, only bitches. 01384 233910. 

TWO AFFECTIONATE neutrered 
2/3 year old male cats looking for 
home together. House cats. 

07847 360784. 


WANTED KITTEN For elderly lady, 
genuine Cat lover. 

01902 745868. 



THIS SPACE 


COULD BE 


PROMOTING 


YOUR 


BUSINESS 


Every day our 
customers get a 
great response 
from Classified 
Advertising. 


So could you by 
calling our friendly 
experienced Sales 
Advisors on 
01902 319191. 


5 

Business & 


Farming 



READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 



UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in 

Oldbury, West Bromwich and 
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore 
Properties: 0121 520 5318. 



~\ 


accountants 


ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES 

for Small Business. Competitive 
Rates. Call 01902 882600 


7 

Jobs 





SELF EMPLOYED CARPENTERS 

required, local new build sites, all 
stages available, best rates paid, 
must hold CSCS card and public 
liability insurance. Please call 
01384 345911. 



CRH Transport TrainingTrain and 

Test at our centre in West Brom 
0121 3231777 crhtraining.co.uk 



HEAVY GOODS DRIVER for 7% ton 

Mercedes Benz box van 40 hours 
pw overtime, must be flexible HGV 
Licence, CPC Licence, Digital 
Tachograph Card. Good rates of 
pay Application email to 
kerry@cuba-imports.com 

8 WHEEL TIPPER DRIVERS 

required. Fully experienced. 
Good rates of pay. Immediate start. 
Good long term contracts. 
Point2Point Haulage. 01527 
528899 ext 210 or 07917 373833. 



INDUSTRIAL PAINT SPAYER 

required. Recycling / waste 
containers. Long established 
company. Brieney Hill area. 
For infomation call: 01384 76687. 


ROLLING MILLSETTER/Operator 

Oldbury. Set Shifts, £8-£9 p/h + 
Shift Premium. Excellent benefits & 
Overtime Rates. Immediate Starts. 
Call Nathan Ford 01384 686090. 



WAREHOUSE/DRIVER PERSON 

part time - min 16 hours. 
Working in the steel industry. Suit 
mature person. Cradley area. Ring 
07723 014976 No agencies. 



OFFICE ASSISTANT / 
RECEPTIONIST required 16 to 18 
hours per week for busy Dudley 
based company. Must have a 
versatile approach, be computer 
literate and have a good telephone 
manner. Wages negotiable, 
depending on experience. Please 
email: dee@mgshopfronts.com 



EXPERIENCED STRUCTURAL 
STEELWORK ESTIMATOR 

required for expanding Structural 
Steelwork fabricator, able to work 
on own initiative capable of collat¬ 
ing information from 
Engineers/Architects drawings. 
Experience with Fabtrol estimating 
package would be preferable 
although not essential as training 
will be given. Position is full-time 
office based in Droitwich. Good 
renumeration and Package on 
experience and suitability of candi¬ 
date. Please contact Adstone Con¬ 
struction Tel 01905 794561 or 
email julie.young@adstone.org.uk 



I1BL1 
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NEWS DELIVERERS 

needed in all areas of Rowley 
Regis, Tividale & Haden Hill 
Please contact 

Customer Services 
0800174064 





NEWS DELIVERERS 

needed in Stourbridge 

Please contact 
Customer Services on 
0800174064. 



A 2 BEDROOM FLAT TO LET 

Park Village CH & DG ORP. 
DSS ok. 01902 686605 

NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 


HIGH QUALITY STUDIO FLATS 

Tettenhall area, No DSS. 
07976 263435 / 01902 700028. 

ONE BEDROOMED Flat, central 
heated, double glazed, new 
carpets, Newbridge, £360pcm plus 
bills. Call 07886 002704. 


OPTICAL RECEPTIONIST - full 
time. Experience essential, 
Kingswinford. Call 07958 339269. 


ROOM FOR RENT Merry Hill, 
Wolverhampton, furnished, inclu¬ 
sive of bills, £350pcm. No pets, no 
smokers. 07973 780121. 


SHEET METAL WORKER 


THREE BEDROOM detached 
house, in Alveley (WV15), DG, CH, 
nice and clean. 07980 208994. 


Person required to work 
making Duct work, both round 
and square. Skilled and Non- 
Skilled required able to use a 
Gore Locker bend machine an 
advantage. 

Also looking for a 

WORKING SUPERVISOR 

to join company 
Hours and pay negotiable 

Call CDS UK Ltd 

on 01384 263358 


WOLVERHAMPTON Finchfield, 
WV3, Modern well presented 3bed- 
roomed home, smart bathroom, 
well appointed kitchen, lounge, 
conservatory, central heating, 
garage, gardens, No DSS/ Pets 
£695 pern. K Stuart Swash 01902 
710626. 



NINE BEDROOMED private house, 
Blackpool, by sea, ex B&B. 
£90,000. For details call 07515 
258118. 

WILLENHALL 1 bed flat, refur¬ 
bished, reduced price £72,000. No 
chain, No agents. 01952 616756. 


NIGHT TRUNK DRIVER 

CLASS 1 HGV Licence required or class 2 with draw bar 
and drag qualification 

Must be fully conversant with driving hours and tacograph law 

Duties:- 

Call into Midlands depot and drive in convoy to sister depot in 
Oxford. Collect goods and return to Midlands depot. Unload goods 
on arrival. Hand balling of goods involved, Fork Lift licence beneficial, 
but not essential. 

Rate of Pay 

£9.82 per hour plus £12.55 night shift allowance per night. 

£12.20 overtime rate after 40 hours. 

Full time 40 hours . Sunday to Thursday & 
every other Friday (20.30 - 5.30 hrs) 

Apply in writing to:- 

Paul Rumsey, Philip Dennis Foodservice 
Rear of Norish Cold Store, Pedmore Road 
Brierley Hill, West Midlands DY5 1LJ 



MHARCMITECrURALS'STEK 


Experienced Fabricator 

required to manufacture Aluminium 
Windows, Doors & Curtain Walling. 
Applicants would preferably have 
knowledge of Schuco Window Systems. 


Please forward cv’s to Mrs Lisa Vaughan 
lisa.hilsdon@warleyholdings.co.uk 
or call 0121 559 6466 
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properties wanted 


CASH NOV)/ 


WE CAN 


BEAT ANY 

we can 


PRICE 


■ Legal fees paid ■ Guaranteed offer 

■ No fees ■ Repossessions stopped u,,. f 

■ Any condition OUy yUUl 

house in 

land and commercial enquiries welcome 


or 01902 628060 


Wolverhampton properties 


WE PAY 100% 

of purchase price 

. _ ■ _ . _ a 



We buy any house 


* We are a family run local business. 

» Buying properties for over 30 years. 

» A fair offer from people you can trust. 
» No fees - Free solicitors. 


WE ALSO BUY LAND 

commercial and industrial premises, s 
factories, building plots... We will ev ' 
garden 



SELL YOUR HOUSE FOR 
CASH IN 7 DAYS! 


100% MARKET VALUE IN 
28 DAYS! 


Tel: (24 hrs)0800 612 8495 
or 01902 212310 

www. national-residential.co.uk 


Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

Houses/Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7local on 

07870 341 089 

Sandwell Area Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock Area Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton Call 01902 489901 
_ www.homecashbuyer.co.uk _ 


WE BUY ANY 
PROPERTY 

IN ANY CONDITION 
CASH IN 

Call Steve 07542 051375 


I BUY HOUSES, any condition. Top 
prices paid. For free valuation. 
Call Nikki 07910 539 886 


A LOCAL BUYER pays full market 
value and more for your property. 
Call Rick 07729 297901 



IT'S FREE 
IT'S EASY 

*Advertise any item FREE up to 
the value of £250 go to: 
bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 

Simply click the FreeAds icon B j (Tr 


‘Private advertisers only, no guns, pets, or livestock. 
Free adverts are published within 7 days of receipt, in-paper 
and online and are limited to 3 lines maximum. 


8 

Motoring 




SELLING 


YOUR CAR? 


We have a package to 
suit every budget. 

Packages start from as 
little as 

£21.00 for 6 nights 

Plus 

6 nights free if you do not sell. 


CALL 


01902 



FIAT PUNTO, 2007, one former 
keeper, 43k, 5Dr, service history, 
metallic blue, MoT June, £1,850 
o.n.o. 07923 132859. 

FORD FOCUS 1.6TDCi 56 reg, 5dr, 
silver, long MoT, fsh, cam belt 
changed, £1,850 ono. 

07584 232711. 


JAGUAR S-TYPE 
2.7 DIESEL 05 PLATE 

Goodwood Green, full leather, 
10 months MoT, Sat Nav, 

6 track CD. 

Very good condition. 

£2,500. 

01902 831158. 


KIACEED1.4 2010 

Ltd edition ‘Strike’, 1 owner, 
FSH, MoT’d Feb 17, Warranty 
till Mar 17, metallic blue, 43k, 
A/C, Bluetooth, Alloys, front 
electric windows, CD. 
£4,350 ono 

Telephone 07837179477. 


LEXUS IS250 SEL 

2006, only 19,000 miles, 
metallic silver, full leather/teak 
interior. Immaculate condition. 
Must be seen. Full Lexus 
service history. 

£9,500 ono. 

07961 829361. 


VAUXHALL CORSA SXI, silver, 56 
plate, 66,000 miles, petrol, manual, 
a/c, long MoT, CD player. £1,850 
ono. 07496 243877. 

VAUXHALL ZAFIRA Tourer, 2013, 
7seats, 12,500k , one lady owner, 


U / / 0410 / OC7UO. 


i Eyt. Here- Z5 Ye^rs 

25 CARS 
UNDER £1,000 

Full MOT’S 

07956 988517 

Dale Street, Bilston, WV14 7JY 


ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


CITROEN BERLINGO VAN 2003. 
white, MoT till Aug 2016. £850. ono. 
Good clean van. 07576 308558 

FORD COUGAR V6 Manual, 1998, 
S Reg, silver, leather, full MoT, 
excellent condition. £750. 

01902 847906. 

FORD FOCUS LX W reg, 5dr, 
1796cc, petrol, black, six months 
MoT, £425. 07512 044868. 

FORD KA 52 plate, 26,000 miles, 
good condition, 12 months MoT. 
£450. 

07772 026508. 

MERCEDES ESTATE C200 

Classic, auto, MoT Aug, petrol, 
1998,120,000 miles, cream leather 
interior. £1,100. 01902 656816. 

PEUGEOT 406 GTX 2.2 HDi, 
saloon, fully loaded, 02, 8 months 
MoT, 125,898k, blue, good condi- 
ton, £895 ovno. 07885 255221. 

PEUGEOT 406L Turbo Diesel 
Saloon, R reg, one previous owner, 
SH, 3 months MoT, £250 ono. 
01902 419012. 

RENAULT CLIO 1.2, 54 plate, 10 
months MoT, alloy wheels, very 
good condition. £600 ono. 

0121 530 9041. 

RENAULT MEGANE 1400cc, 53 

plate (2004). No MoT hence. £250. 
01902 677133 / 07759 979415. 

RENAULT MEGANE ESTATE 

Dynamique spec 1.5 DCi 2005, 
99,000, SH, very good condition. 
Blue, 60 mpg, £30 Tax, 2 keys. 
£1,500. 07522 475039. 


RENAULT MODUS 1.5DCi 
PRIVILEGE 

2006, 06 reg, 3 owners, 
108,000 miles, FSH, 11 months 
MoT, 55mpg, good tyres all 
round, recent service and MoT. 
£1,195. 

01902 753118, 07775 901378. 


SABARU FORESTER, All Weather, 
silver, 03 reg., Iona MoT, fsh, lady 
owner, tidy car, £850 ono. 

01902 791206, after 5pm. 

SUBARU LEGACY ESTATE GL 

AWD 51 reg, blue, mot May, 70,000 
miles, new clutch & fly wheel, clean 
car £695 ono 07949 447850. 

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.0 3dr, 1999, 
57,000 miles, MoT March, Lady 
owner, very good condition £500 
ono. 01902 761701. 

VAUXHALL CORSA red, 52 plate, 
1.0, 3Dr, MoT’d, starts first time, 
good runner, £595. 

07912 869829. 


VAUXHALL VECTRA SRi, 1,8 
petrol, 105k miles, black Mot Till 
Aug, many new parts, FSH, £1,500 
ono. 01902 743352. 


VW POLO, 51 plate, 1.9 TDi, saloon, 
silver, 161k miles, diesel. MoT Aug 
2016. £400. 07930 374986. 


JAGUAR XJS 4.0 

1991. Only 66,000 miles. Light 
metallic blue. Sports auto box. 
Heated leather seats. 

SH, 10 months MoT. 

Good condition for year. 
£3,500 ono. 

07904 662468 (Bridgnorth). 


V W SCIROCCO 1991, 1 owner, 
metallic grey, MoT July, FSH, 
£2000. ono. 07866 410286. 

WANTED, CLASSIC Cars. Private 
cash buyer.Instant cash settle¬ 
ment. Any age. Any condition. 

01630 652993 or 07773 462797. 


Drive All Seasons 


© 


Lessons Starting FROM 

5 Lessons £50 
10 Lessons £89 

iManual & Automatic 




Franchise Opportunities Available 
COVERING WOLVERHAMPTON, 
WALSALL & CANNOCK. 

Free Unlimited Theory 

07517 845477 


www.driveallseasons.co.uk 


AMAZING OFFER 5 lessons £40, 
10 lessons £80. £18 an hour there 
after. Call now 07958 051263. 



Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 
207, KA, Fiat 500, Yaris. 


10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 

2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
MALE & FEMALE INSTRUCTORS 
MANUAL & AUTOMATIC 
ADI/PDI REQUIRED. Gift vouchers available for £10 
07432 458100 / 01562 870050 
01384 234954 / 0121 5640090 
01902 580065 

www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 


WE BUY BIKES immaculate, as 
new, garaged / non runners. Cash 
paid. Peter All Bikes, 01902312939 
bikesallspares@gmail.com 


■VI OB 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

lOOO’s of parts 
available at all times 

M0NM0RE RD. WV1 2TZ 


OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


A BETTER PRICE 

for scrap or damaged cars and 
commercials. Spares for sale. 

NINE LOCKS VEHICLE 
DISMANTLERS LTD 
Brierley Hill 01384 76566 or 
70553. Evenings 75397. 
DY5 3JZ. 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 0121 557 
0400. Evening 07813 184611 
Oldbury Area. 



CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, 01902 597035. 



clutches / brakes^ 
V / gearboxes 


A CLUTCH 
CHANGE 
MOBILE 

SO yrs experience 

ALL AREAS COVERED 

Call ISot 
01384 251328 or 
07972 169554 anytime 

For Example: 

Citroen Cl, C2, C3 
Hyundai 110 
Toyota Yaris 
Clios & Micras 
Ring for quotes on 
others! 


mobile 

i mechanics 


MOBILE MECHANICS Service & 
repairs. Headgasket, clutches and 
cambelts. 07747 848469. 


spares/parts 


BATTERIES FROM £29.99: Corsa, 
Fiesta, Focus, Clio etc: 2 year 
guarantee - Wolves Hire - 01902 
746723. Tettenhall Road WV6 OLE. 


tyres / wheels / ^ 

exhausts I 


FOUR WINTER tyres 195/50/R15, 
excellent tread, hardly used, plus 
wheels to fit Ford Fiesta. £275. 
07767 152652. 
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Local 

Information 



PETAR ANTONIC 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any 
persons having a claim against or an 
interest in the Estate of the afore¬ 
mentioned deceased, late of 38 Cottage 
Street Kingswinford West Midlands 
DY6 7QF, who died on 20/08/2013, are 
required to send particulars thereof in 
writing to the undersigned Solicitors on 
or before 01/04/2016, after which date 
the Estate will be distributed having 
regard only to claims and interests of 
which they have had notice. 

HOOK AND PARTNERS 
92-98 High Street Canvey Island 
ESSeX SS8 7SU T4S9049 


Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 
The Town and Country Planning (Local Development) 
(England) Regulations 2004 as amended by The Town and 
Country Planning (Local Development) (England) 
(Amendment) Regulations 2012 

Dudley Metropolitan Borough Council 
Notice of Deposit of Development Plan Document 
Dudley Borough Development Strategy (Publication Stage 
Document) Regulation 19 Publication Consultation 

The Dudley Borough Development Strategy is currently being prepared to 
guide development within the Borough up to 2026. It consists of local planning 
policies and site allocations across the Borough (excluding the town Centres 
of Brierley Hill, Stourbridge, Halesowen and Dudley which have their own 
Area Action Plans) and, once adopted, will supersede the Dudley Unitary 
Development Plan. 

Following previous consultation on a Preferred Options version in 2014 and 
further modifications in September 2015, this Publication stage version is the 
final opportunity to comment on the Dudley Borough Development Strategy 
before it is submitted to the Secretary of State for Communities and Local 
Government. 

Copies of the document are available for public inspection during normal office 
hours from Monday 11th January 2016 to Monday 22nd February 2016 at; 

• Dudley Council, main reception, 4 Ednam Road, Dudley, 

West Midlands, DY1 1HL 

(Monday to Friday 8.45am to 5:00pm) 

• Dudley Council Plus, 259 Castle Street, Dudley Town Centre, Dudley, 
West Midlands, DY1 1LQ 

(Monday to Friday 8:30am to 5:00pm, Saturday 9:00am to 12:00pm); 

• On request at the main public libraries in Brierley Hill, Dudley, 
Halesowen and Stourbridge (opening times may vary) 

• On the Council’s planning website at: 
www.dudlev.gov.uk/resident/planning/planning-policv/locaI-develonment- 

framework/devstrat/ 

Comments that relate to “the soundness” of the plan or whether the plan 
“complies with legal requirements” may be submitted between 11th January 
and 22nd February in writing to: 

Planning Policy Section, 

Place Directorate, 

Dudley Council, 

4 Ednam Road, 

Dudley, 

West Midlands, 

DY11HZ 

Or via e-mail to: locBdplan@dudley.gov.uk 

Only comments made in writing and which arrive at the postal address or 
e-mail address specified above by 22nd February 2016 will he able to he 
considered by Dudley Council. Comments may also be accompanied by a 
request to be notified of the submission and of the Document and details of 
the independent examination of the Document which is to be held prior to 
its adoption. 

For more information contact the above or telephone 01384 814136 
Alan Lunt 

Strategic Director of Place 
Dudley Council 


LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 


or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


★ ★★ 
TALL, TRIM, ROUGH AND 
READY BUILDER 

Aged 55, would like to meet a 
respectable lady that likes the 
mobile home life (motorhomes 
and caravans), to spend 
frequent travel in the UK and 
abroad. 

Box Number P20200, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


<0» 

YOUNG AT HEART 

Male 60 years young, with 
modern outlook, 5ft 11, medium 
build, considered attractive who 
has and enjoys most things in 
life, looking for that special lady 
48-58 years, slim, attractive, 
NS, who enjoys life. 
Stourbridge and surrounding 
areas. 

If that’s you please get in 
touch! 

Box Number P20201 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 



WITHYMOOR COLTS 

Charter Standard Community 
Status Club. 

All Managers minimum 
FA Level 1 and CRC Checked. 
The following Teams are 
looking for Players to join their 
current squads: 

U9’s West require 
Experienced 

GOALKEEPER & OUTFIELD 
PLAYER. 

U13’s South require 
Experienced 
OUTFIELD PLAYER 

Call Daniel, 07767 684557. 
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Personals 



★ ★★ 

FEMALE 64 YEARS YOUNG 

Looking for companionship for 
days out together, must like 
animals, to become my 
Soulmate if compatable. 
Please place telephone number 
in your letter. 

Box Number P20191 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 

★ ★★ 


GENTLEMAN 5.5 73 

Wishes to meet lady 50-3 
for Friendship possible relation¬ 
ship. 

Photo appreciated (returned) 

Box Number P20192, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


MAN, 64 

Semi-retired wishes to meet 
nice, caring lady. 

Varied interests. 
Dudley/Stourbridge and 
surrounding areas. 

Box Number P20187, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


SELL IT 

FAST 

SELL IT 

LOCAL 

01902 317878 



ClassifiedAds 
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Express & Star 


DATING 


Here’s how to use your dating service 


To Place 


your advert call: 

0844 381 5936 


and follow the simple instructions 



your ad by text 


YOUR regional dating service , run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR region 


Simply text followed by your first name, date 
of birth, area and your advert (max 155 characters) 
and send FREE Standard Network rates apply. 


YOU can now Date ONLINE or via your mobile just visit: 


http://dating.expressandstar.com 


To Reply to members 

call: 

0906 500 3955 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company's access charge. 

Have the adverts 6-digit box no 
written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 


To Reply 

by text: 


Text.. REPLY26 



(leave a space) the six-digit 
box number (leave a space) and then enter your 
message & send to eg: 123456 

hi get in touch... then send to Success¬ 

fully received messages cost £1.50 per message 
(Max 160 characters). You must exchange 7 messages 
each before you can swap contact details. Messages 
may be moderated for yr safety and security. 


Been left a message? 

Pickup your replies on: 

0906 500 3957 


calls cost £1.55 per min plus 
your phone company's access 
charge. 


( 


THE biggest UK on-line database of 17 million UK REAL users waiting to meet you., visit.. http 


Make Lcpve Happen in 2^16 

Take the plunge and respond to an advert today! 


http://dating.expressanclstar.oonn 


Single Women 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 per 
minute plus your phone company’s ac¬ 
cess charge. Texts cost £1.50 per mes¬ 
sage received. 


LILY, genuine lady looking for a genuine 
man. I like cosy nights in and am a smoker. 
Text only mailbox no: 5372466 
KATIE 35yrs, slender well educated brunette 
seeks no strings mutual pleasure with gent 
40+ Must be discreet, married or single. 
ACA. Tel: 0906 515 3003 Box 419673 
TRISH, 44, tall slim young/good looking 
GSOH, professional, solvent, OHAC, 
affectionate and loves TLC, WLTM male who 
also likes to be in a loving relationship, 39- 
50yrs. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420601 0 

DISCREET man wanted by married lady for 
no strings fun. I'm called Sarah and am 37yrs. 
Pis call, ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 3007 Box 
418167 

SAMANTHA pretty brunette, very busty 36, 
intelligent, independent with a real lust for life, 
seeks big-hearted stocky male. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 420599 0 


LYN, 43, divorced very lonely single mum, i 
young looking, slim, attractive, WLTM similar I 
male for companionship. Age/looks/Status I 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: I 
418795 0 

JANE, 47, voluptuous female, long hair, 
brown eyes, generous curves, would love to 
spend cosy nights in with that special male. 
Age/looks unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 417985 0 
SUSANNAH, 48, curvy female, romantic, 
warm and cuddly, seeks similar kind male for 
a loving relationship with lots of cuddles and 
kisses. Looks unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 417341 0 
KELLY young attractive vivacious 48yr old 
lady, loves good food, cosy nights in/out, 
holidays etc, WLTM male for mutual 
companionship Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 420195 0 

CATHY, 42, good looking brunette with a real 
passion for life, seeking male for happy times, 
dates, chats, romance and more. Pis call. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 420175 0 
TARA 22 tall slim but curvy with legs that go 
all the way up to heaven, WLTM very 
appreciative confident male for adult fun. 
Contact me anytime. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:414701 0 


FREYA 24yr old single mum, looking for male 
for free time frolics, call me if you're 
interested, it could be fun! Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419851 0 
LISA 38 slim attractive blonde, looking for a 
man who will appreciate a feminine, 
fashionable, fun, romantic sensual woman 
with a mind of her own. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419839 ' 



SARAH 38, slim, nice looking, sensual, 
tactile, no ties, WLTM kind, loving male to 
enjoy affectionate relationship. Any 
age/looks. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
419821 0 


WIDOW 50, blonde hair, GSOH, 5ft 5ins, 
slim, seeks male. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:415767 

MARIE, 43, fun blue-eyed brunette, fit and 
active, seeks similar male to have a laugh 
with. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
419417 0 

FEMALE 50’s, 5ft 5ins, blonde hair, blue 
eyes, slim, seeks gent with GSOH, loving, 
caring and understanding. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 415871 
BLUE eyed female, blonde hair, slim, GSOH, 
loving, caring, understanding, seeking similar 
male, 55-55. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
416989 0 

AMANDA, 36, tall, slim, busty brunette seeks 
man, any age, any area, for discreet daytime 

fun. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 418117 


KAY, very young 45, fit and active, no ties, 
seeks similar young at heart, fun male for fun 
meets. Age/Status/looks unimportant. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 418577 0 
VIVACIOUS strawberry blonde who knows 
just what she wants, looking for caring male 
for spontaneous fun relationship. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 418445 0 


thinks he can keep up. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 418369 0 


COLIN 61, lorry driver, 5'10", blue eyes, kind 
hearted, romantic, hobbies include growing 
fuchsia's for showing and I have a vintage 
tractor that I play with from time to time. 
Looking for similar who's up for a lot of fun. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 418463 0 
HANDSOMEguy, 49, seeks attractive, 
younger female for fun times. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 316752 
TALL dark, good looking male, 53, seeks 
attractive female for daytime fun and exciting 
times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 


Folow us 

on 

I. r i.lv 


ATTRACTIVE male, 54, seeks attractive 
female for daytime fun. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 407915 
TALL, dark, slim, attractive guy, 48, seeks 
attractive female for no strings fun times. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 299904 


JANE, young 41, very broadminded seeks 
chap any age for discreet no strings fun, any 
age, no time wasters ACA. Tel: No: 0906 515 
3011 Box:409715 


FEMALE, dark haired 5'10, curvy, likes 
reading, walking, cinema, seeks male 40-50 
for lasting relationship. Text only to Mailbox 
no:5077545 


PAT 66, attractive, N/S, likes reading, nights 
out, seeks gent for friendship, days out and 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418277 0 


CAROL Ann, sensitive slim brunette very 

romantic seeks tall handsome male for fun, 
friendship and lots of TLC. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419385 0 


JO 55, curvy redhead, loves eating out, 

theatre, travel, looking for middle-aged prince 
charming to sweep me off my feet. Text only 
to Mailbox No: 4464905 
GENUINE lady looking for genuine male, age 

58-60, for friendship and to have a laugh 
with. So if that's you would love to hear from I 
you. Text only to Mailbox No: 4537136 


ATTRACTIVE male, late 40's, seeks 
attractive female for fun times. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 311713 


MADDIE extremely passionate female 37, 
seeks reliable male to enjoy the finer things 
in life and tactile relationship. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 420563 0 


PROFESSIONAL black female age 52, 
enjoys evenings and days out, would like to 
meet similar Midlands male. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 5315901 


68YR old widow, attractive, seeks sincere, 
N/S male, likes reading, meals out and walks. 
West Midlands. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:414773 


KIRSTEN, 36, attractive, blonde and very 

bored, seeking open-minded decent male for 
fun/friendship, 40-60yrs. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419383 0 


PAT 66, attractive, N/S, likes reading, nights 
out, seeks gent for friendship, days out and 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418277 0 


TALL, dark, attractive guy 50, seeks 
attractive, tactile female for fun, excitement 
and lots of attention. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 314219 


JULIA 47, looking for genuine, reasonably 
attractive male friend, may to lead to more. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 419695 0 


LUCY first time advertiser, 32yrs, tall slim 
blonde airline worker, seeks discreet gent, 
any status for casual fling. Looks/age 
unimportant. Tel: 0906 515 3027 Box: 
420237 

CHRIS, 40, attractive slim sophisticated 
redhead, seeking male 30-50's to relax with 
and get to know. Discretion assured. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 420491 0 
SOPHIA young 40yrs, married but bored, 
seeks discreet adult fun, any area, all calls 
answered. Tel: 0906 515 3019 Box: 413399 
SALLY, 24yrs tall brunette with feminine 
curves seeks mature older chap, 35+ for 
discreet fun only, must be experienced. ACA. 
Tel: 0906 515 3031 Box: 420247 
LOUISE, 47, youthful looking female looking 
for spontaneous male to put some love and 
lust back into life. Call me. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 420445 0 
SALLY, 24yrs tall brunette with feminine 
curves seeks mature older chap, 35+ for dis¬ 
creet fun only, must be experienced. ACA. 
Tel: 0906 515 3028 Box: 420247 
ALEXA 49 - slim, attractive, long-haired 
music loving female, with many interests 
including dining out, the arts, photography 
WLTM similar male. Text only to Mailbox 
no:5345662 

YVONNE, single mum, happy with life, but 
would like to meet someone to share fun 
times with. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420269 0 


CATHY, 42, good looking brunette with a real 
passion for life, seeking male for happy times, 
dates, chats, romance and more. Pis call. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 420073 0 
FEMALE fun brunette, attractive, 26, seeking 
male for friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 416287 


LADY Penelope seeks her very own Parker 

(47-58) to go on a voyage of discovery and 
romance. Text only to Mailbox no: 4550237 
DEBBIE, 29, looking for mature professional 
fun guy, 40-50 to spend good times with. Call 
me, you have nothing to lose. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 419075 0 



«»M0BILE LOVE MATCH 


MHV ST ALIM THMHNC HWAT »?’ 
WHEN YWJ 0XIID BE 1DTIH0 PfCflf LIKE Vtt 
IN VOUU AflEA WHO WE WAITING FOB YOUR MSG! 


VAL 41, pretty, cuddly, flirty, seeks similar fun 

loving male for an uncomplicated no strings 
relationship. Age/looks unimportant. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 416601 0 
MID naughty forties female looking fun, thrills 
and discreet meets, give me a call, you wont 
be disappointed. Any age with own I 
accommodation. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 409109 0 

DIVORCED female, attractive, sensual by 
nature, OHAC, bored with own company, 
looking to make life a little more exciting with 
likeminded man. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 419219 0 


68YR old widow, attractive, seeks sincere, 
N/S male, likes reading, meals out and walks. 
West Midlands. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:414773 

Single Men 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 per 
minute plus your phone company’s ac¬ 
cess charge. Texts cost £1.50 per mes¬ 
sage received. 


SHROPSHIRE male, 50, tall, dark, attractive, 
fun loving, seeks attractive female for fun and 
excitement. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
341387 

TALL attractive Shrewsbury male, 54, seeks 
attractive female for fun and excitement in the 
daytime. Discretion assured. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 411823 


WAYNE, 40, cheeky, good career, likes gym. 
Looking for a lady who likes stimulating 
conversation and times. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419829 


COLIN 48, seeks cuddly large big beautiful 
woman 45 to 55 for LTR, love, romance, 
hopefully likes cuddles, kisses, holding 
hands. Text only to Mailbox no: 5308886 
52YRS old guy genuine down to earth 
looking for Mrs right for nights in and out, 
walking, cooking, lives life to the full. Text 
only to Mailbox no: 5331215 


LINDA, 47, brown-eyed blonde, caring, 
loving and honest, many interests, seeks 
genuine male to share lonely evenings with. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 417211 0 


DARREN, 44, slim build, dark brown hair, 
green eyes, seeks genuine female for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 418809 0 
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MAGGIE, 72 yrs young, good sense of 


LOUISE, pretty hairdresser, works long humour, well presented, WLTM kind, sincere BLACK lady seeks white male over 60, any 
hours, finds it hard to meet a boyfriend, 34yrs, chappie to share coffee and a chat. Text only location, for friendship and hopefully a lot 

own flat. Text only to Mailbox no: 4192572 to Mailbox no: 5310040 more. Text only to Mailbox no: 4256384 


CHLOE pretty single female 36yrs, dark 
hair/eyes, slim build, very lonely and looking 
for reliable discreet male for mutual 
companionship maybe more. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 420359 0 
JENNI, single mum seeks single dad, own 
home, can accommodate and loves spoiling 
her man. Text only to Mailbox no: 4115108 
JULIE, 47, blonde brown eyes, size 12, 
varied interests, loves cuddling, kissing and 
showing affection, seeks similar energetic 
male friend for TLC. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 420357 0 


a lot of get up and go for romance and fun 
times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420355 0 

JACKIE lonely and looking for male 
company, 48-65. Need a bit of love and 
affection? Then I’m your girl, call me. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 418169 0 
SARAH, curvaceous brunette, 35, 
passionate nature, solvent, OHAC, WLTM 
date again, looking for male to take me out. 
Looks/Age unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 420207 0 


LOUISE 35, dark hair, blue eyes, attractive 
ex air hostess, looking for fun times with older 
male for romantic nights in and more. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 420043 0 


CHARLENE, 24, petite curvy young blonde 
seeks similar cheeky, fun loving guy for lots 
of fun and loving. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419597 0 


39 yr old independent single Mom, knows the 
benefit of having a good man in the picture. 
Text only to Mailbox no: 5084796 
FRANCES, 45, busty female, loves nights 
in/out, seeking uncomplicated male who can 
occupy my free time for quality 
companionship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:420003 0 


JOANNA, 36, petite, auburn haired female, 
lovely figure seeks loving older male for fun 
nights out and cosy nights in. Maybe more. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 419595 0 
SHARON 32, attractive black single mum of 
one, very tactile and passionate, WLTM male 
45-65yrs for fun meets. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419579 0 


JOYCE, affectionate sensitive widow, bit of a 

romantic, seeks loving male for lots of TLC. 
Looks unimportant, it’s what's in the heart that 
matters. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
419143 0 

JULES, sensitive tactile, curvy brunette, 
hopeless romantic, seeks tall, loving male for 
fun, friendship and possible LTR. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 419033 0 
VIRGINIA, outgoing social female, 24, tall 

slim and attractive, looking for fun times, 
maybe more. Can accommodate/travel. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 418845 0 
HEATHER, well travelled solvent brunette 
looking to share a large glass of wine and 
whatever follows with affectionate man friend. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 419031 0 
PAULINE, 49yrs, very attractive, curvy 
divorcee, affectionate and fun, seeks laid 
back, sincere male for an uncomplicated, 
loving relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 418925 0 

LADY young at heart, nice eyes, seeks man 
42-52 with good sense of humour. Text only 
to Mailbox No: 4881572 
VIRGINIA, outgoing social femafe, 24, tall 

slim and attractive, looking for fun times, 
maybe more. Can accommodate/travel. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 418845 0 


MICHAEL, school teacher, very shy and 
lonely, 42yrs, own home, car, seeks genuine 
caring lady. Text only to Mailbox no: 
4156561 

SLIM attractive man WLTM caring lady, 40- 
58, for friendship, reply and claim free hug. 
Text only mailbox no: 4172082 
BLACK male early 40's, slim, looking for 
casual adult weekend fun with broadminded, 
easy going discreet female. Text only 
mailbox no: 4656899 

CHRIS, male, 47, single, 5ft 8ins, blue eyes, 
brown hair, seeks female between 25 and 45 
for fun and maybe more. Please get in touch. 
Text only mailbox no: 5352046 
COLIN 48, kind, caring, loving, seeks kind, 
caring, loving, cuddly large lady, 40 to 55 for 
LTR Text only mailbox no: 
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“•W vftr * ^ 14/ • 


PHIL 57, OHAC, discreet, seeks no strings 
fun with younger female. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 414991 

TALL attractive male, 55, would like to meet 
older mature women 60 to 75 for close 
discreet fun. You only live once. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 4347071 

I am an easygoing guy looking for a female 
55-66 for a meaningful relationship, i am very 
sincere and honest. Text only to Mailbox 
no:5326234 

MALE, 70, retired from NHS, seeking a lady 
for friendship and companionship. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 420147 0 
VERY useful, attractive 58 yr old, GSOH, six 
foot tall, nice build, n/s, genuine, tactile, fit 
and sporty, looking for a women for nights in 
and out. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420135 0 

COLIN, five foot eight, blue eyes, bundle of 
fun to be around, likes growing fuchsias for 
showing, vintage tractor for showing, 
weekends away, going out and staying in 
WLTM a lady for friendship/LTR. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 420089 0 
STEVE 39, 5ft 9ins, medium build, likes 
walks, seeks female, slim-medium build, 
single mum welcome. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 396709 

6FT well built guy, nicely groomed looking for 
fun intimate nights or day with slim/medium 
build attractive lady 35-55. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 5132460 

ALAN, 56 year old builder, muscular build, 
five foot ten, fit, likes the gym, pubs, clubs 
and days out, seeks female with similar 
interests. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
419975 0 

ATTRACTIVE, fit, sporty, tactile, youthful 
black male seek relationship with lady. N/S. 
Text only to Mailbox no: 4851641 
WIDOWER, quiet, easygoing, slim, 5ft 7 tall, 
smart, varied interests, seeks slimish lady, 50 
to 65 yrs for caring relationship. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 4906469 

TIM, easygoing honest male, discreet, 
uninhibited, seeks similar non-conformist 
averagely attractive, N/S female up to 65. 
Notts. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
375065 

SUBMISSIVE 44year old WLTM dominant 
female 25-30 years who enjoys role play with 
friendship and maybe possible relationship. 

Text only to Mailbox no: 5084114 

Gay Singles 


FEMALE, seeks fun loving male who likes a 
drink and a laugh, to enjoy erotic experiences 
with a curvy brunette. Discretion guaranteed. 

Text only to Mailbox no: 5079311 


MARIE, 43, fun blue-eyed brunette, fit and 
active, seeks similar male to have a laugh 

with. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
419417 0 


MARY, pretty, friendly, lots of fun, lives in 
Kidderminster, loves the theatre, opera, 
ballet, WLTM a lovely, charming, funny, 
genuine guy, 30s, to settle down with. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 419883 0 
LOU, 45, lives in Shrewsbury, WLTM a lady 
between 42-49 with blue eyes, must be kind, 
caring and funny to mend my broken heart, 
someone who likes to curl up on the sofa for 
cozy nights in. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 419855 0 


CUSTOMER SUPPORT 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


KAREN 50, widow, likes swimming, horse 
riding, keep fit, clay pigeon shooting, GSOH, 
N/S, non drinker, seeks male. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 415211 
CURVY, farm girl at heart, 32, 5ft 10, single 
mum, caring, kind, shy, likes walks, cooking 
WLTM tactile male farmer for LTR. Text only 
to Mailbox no: 5067001 
FEMALE medium build, blonde hair, 5ft5ins, 
seeks male, 50-58, GSOH, loving, caring and 
understanding. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:415429 

ATTRACTIVE professional lady, widow, 50's, 
likes walks, sight seeing, theatre, meals out, 
seeks genuine, professional gent, 5ft 9ins 
plus to make life more enjoyable. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 418615 


LOOKING for the right chemistry with country 
loving gent who like me is looking for some 
extra fun in their life. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 418843 0 

JAN 35yr old blue eyed blonde, outgoing, 
friendly, WLTM passionate guy to share good 
wine, good conversation, flirting and fun 
times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418609 0 

JAN 35yr old blue eyed blonde, outgoing, 
friendly, WLTM passionate guy to share good 
wine, good conversation, flirting and fun 
times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418609 0 

SENSUAL tactile, attractive female, long 
blonde hair, blue eyes, loves travel, 
wining/dining, WLTM genuine male for 
mutual companionship. Looks unimportant. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 418587 0 
BROKEN hearted lady 39 seeks loving male 
to mend heart age 39/40. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4869116 

TRACY, slim attractive cheerful brunette, 
enjoys aromatherapy/massage, looking for 
male who appreciates a feminine, sensual 
lady. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
417787 0 


45 year old male WLTM lady friend 35 to 55 
who likes to enjoy life. Text only mailbox no: 
4215562 

MALE, five foot ten, stocky build, hazel eyes, 
just had heart broken, WLTM 40+ female for 
rendezvous and romantic nights in. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 420543 
MALE, 44, blonde hair, blue eyes, attractive, 
enjoys outdoors, mountain biking, walking, 
countryside, cinema, days out, seeks 
genuine, loving female, 29-37, for romance. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 420645 0 
MALE, tall, slim, health professional, honest, 
easy going, seeks soulmate 45-60 for happy 
times and maybe romance. Derby area. Text 
only to mailbox no: 5356854 
JOHN, 68, six foot three, salt and pepper 
hair, n/s, divorced, own business, WLTM a 
long-term partner to travel and enjoy the good 
things in life with. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:420433 0 

HAPPY man 59 looking for a lady to share 
the good times. I enjoy cinema, eating out, 
pubs and holidays in hot places. Text only to 
mailbox no: 4618385 


MALE looking to meet a nice lady for fun 
times to spend with. I am 72 and would like 
to meet a lady between 60 and 70. Text only 
to Mailbox no: 5332896 
PHILLIP, 29 years old, 5ft 11 ins, stocky build, 
green eyes, friendly, GSOH, seeks genuine 
friendly n/s female for friendship, possible 
relationship. Text only to Mailbox no: 
5335424 

PHIL, 58, slim, OHAC, from Wolverhampton, 
looking for a fun lady for a no-strings 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420265 0 

GENUINE 56yr old male, divorced, OHAC, 
looking for nice lady for friendship, maybe 
more. Wolverhampton. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 405551 
CARING male, 57, OHAC, looking for female, 
any race, status and age for no strings 
discreet fun. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
411461 

STEVE 39, 5ft 9ins, medium build, likes 
walks, seeks female, slim-medium build, 
single mum welcome. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 396709 

PHIL 55, divorced, 5ft lOins, slim, OHAC, 
seeks female, 18 plus for discreet adult fun. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 401875 


Bl curious male, slim, fit, looking for 
weekdays fun, looking for someone to show 
me the ropes, 45 to 65. Text only mailbox 
no:5378837 

DIVORCED male, young 50, own 
home/business, seeking Asian or East 
European male 18-25, I'm a generous guy. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 420537 0 
MIKE bi male, divorced, own home/business, 
young 51, seeks male, 19-50, any nationality 
for good times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:375957 

Bl male, young 50, divorced, own 
home/business, seeks male, 18-45 for good 
times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
384775 

SINGLE gay man early 60s WLTM 
gay/big/CD male late 20s to early 40s for 
good times and friendship. Gloucestershire. 
Text only to mailbox no: 4667184 
MATURE gent, GSOH, sincere, many 
interests, WLTM a younger male, 20-40, for 
friendship, can accommodate. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 420457 

Just Friends 


show me what love is. Text only to mailbox lady for no strings fun. Tel No: 0906 500 
no:5345658 3955 Box No: 417601 


VERY useful, attractive 58 yr old, GSOH, six MARK 40, 5ft 9ins, brown hair/eyes, 



and sporty, looking for a women for nights in likes walks, day trips, cinema, seeks similar LUKE 60's, seeking young Asian friend, 20- 
and out. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: female. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 30's to socialise with. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
420135 0 348239 Box No: 414841 0 


ADVENTUROUS 35yr old, slim, dark hair, ATTRACTIVE tall black male would like to MODERN young at heart lonely lady, 70's, 

likes music, cycling and photography, seeks meet female for day time fun and discreet likes tri P s out . holidays, seeking similar lady 
female for friendship, maybe more. Tel No: meetings, any age or location. Text only to for friendship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 417235 0 Mailbox no- 5077442 No: 410215 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your phone company’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP 
to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each message you send, Service only available where phone icon shown. Messages are 
moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer generated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have 
not met. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PROTECTION: Service 
provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purposes. Advertisers may come from our national database and 
from our pdc app. w/c 18/01/16 





















































































































































Clash goes 
down to 
last ball of 
the innings 

Oldswinford (120-3) lost to 
Enville ‘A’ (123-3) by three runs 

A NEW-look Oldswinford side be¬ 
gan proceedings in the WCB In¬ 
door Cricket League with captain 
Harry Stanier and Owen Williams 
getting off to a fine start until los¬ 
ing the former, run-out at 40. 

Mark Watts (26 no) and Wil¬ 
liams (31 no) upped the scoring 
rate but on the retirement of Wil¬ 
liams the run rate declined and a 
couple of wickets were lost. 

Williams’ return restored mo¬ 
mentum pushing the total on to a 
competitive 120. In reply the ex¬ 
perienced opening pair of Rhodri 
Parfitt (25 no) and Matt Branch 
(38 no) put the young Oldswinford 
bowlers under the cosh. 

Enville lost their first wicket at 
75 and with both openers gone, 
the Oldswinford bowlers got a hold 
on the game and the scoring rate 
slowed. This unnerved Enville and 
until the return of Matt Branch a 
win for Enville looked unlikely but 
they scraped home on the last ball. 
Swindon (129-3) beat Cookley 
(44 all out) by 85 runs 
COOKLEY, on their debut in the 
Kinver League won the toss, and 
elected to bowl. 

Swindon openers Dave Silcox 
(31 no) and Luke McDonnell (27 
no) took advantage of some unor¬ 
thodox fielding positions, but the 
Cookley bowlers stuck manfully to 
their task as Swindon piled on the 
runs, finishing on 129-3. Nathan 
Perry also made 25. 

Cookley’s first innings in the 
league did not start well, losing a 
wicket in the first over. Only Andy 
Nicholls 24 showed resistance as 
Cookley’s innings finished after 
only 6.5 overs - all out for 44. 


Clegg setting 
himself an 
Elite target 

CRADLEY teenager Max Clegg is 
targeting double-figure points every 
meeting - and that’s just in the Elite 
League! 

The 18-year-old will form a pow¬ 
erful spearhead with the National 
League Heathens alongside Ashley 
Morris. 

The busy Yorkshireman will also 
ride in the Premier League for Edin¬ 
burgh while holding down a reserve 
berth in the top flight with Wolves. 

“I’ve achieved all the targets I’ve 
set myself. But I’ve got some more 
for this year. 

“I definitely want to get double 
figures home and away this year. 
That’s my Elite League target. 

“I don’t really have any targets for 
National League. 

“And I don’t really put myself 
under any pressure. What happens, 
happens. I enjoy my racing.” 


Skeete shooting for Sam's titles 


STOURBRIDGE’S Sam Eggington will defend his 
British and Commonwealth titles for a second time 
in Birmingham against new foe Bradley Skeete on 
March 5. 

Promoter Eddie Hearn won the purse bids to 
stage the contest at the Barclaycard Arena under 
his Matchroom Boxing banner, with Skeete guided 
by Frank Warren. 

Eggington climbed off the canvas in the second 
round to retain his crowns at the same venue by 
outpointing Dale Evans last October. 

The 22-year-old is now looking to within one fight 
of a Lonsdale belt, with his final test likely to be 
vacated champion Frankie Gavin. Essington’s Ben 


Wilkes is confirmed for the under-card and faces 
a tough test in a 10-round final eliminator for the 
English middleweight title against Peterborough’s 
Cello Renda. 

Two other title fights see Brummie Gamal Yafai 
challenging for Bobby Jenkinson’s newly-won Com¬ 
monwealth super bantamweight belt. Older brother 
and reigning British super flyweight champion Kal 
Yafai will also feature. 

A battle of Birmingham will see Michael Rooney 
and Marcus Ffrench meet for the vacant Midlands 
lightweight crown. 

Tickets have already become available for ‘Match- 
room Fight Pass’ members priced at £40, £60, £100 


and £150 VIP, from www.theticketfactory.com 
Dudley’s Ryan Aston is preparing for his shot at 
the big time in London tomorrow night (Friday). 

Aston, 24, will undertake his first 12-rounder 
when he co-challenges for the vacant IBF Interna¬ 
tional light middleweight title at York Hall. 

Undefeated opponent and co-challenger Ahmet 
Patterson is the favourite on his own turf, led by 
promoter Frank Warren whose television channel 
BoxNation will broadcast the fight live. 

The 28-year-old, from East Dulwich, has already 
lifted the English and Southern area titles but at 
welterweight. He’s unbeaten in 16, with six stop¬ 
pages. 


Olympic stars pitch 
up for celebration 


OLYMPIC Star Sunday football team 
members turned back the clock in style 
as they celebrated 50 years since the 
club’s formation. 

Star, who played through the 1960s to the late 
1990s when they folded, were an iconic side in the 
Stourbridge and Lye area - and one of the most 
feared amateur outfits in the country. 

The club’s remaining players met at the Gigmill 
pub in Stourbridge pub to mark the milestone. The 
team was named Star after the local pub. Former 
manager and West Midlands non-league football 
guru, Alan Webb, told how they rose to prominence. 

“I got married and moved in 1963 where there 
was a team called Swinford Rangers,” he said. 

“They played at Swan Pool Park and were part of 
the Coronation League in Birmingham. 

“They weren’t really going anywhere and the 
club took a bit of a hiatus, we went in and changed 
things. I became the manager.” 

Webb led the club to great success, they were 
three-times winners of the Kidderminster Sunday 
League before moving on to the more competitive 
Festival Premier League. 

The club’s home moved to The Plough in Wollas¬ 
ton and later to Lye Town. 

Trophies 

The evergreen Webb still finds himself helping 
out with Lye under current bosses Martin Thomas 
and Darren Goodall. 

Star went on to appear in numerous finals and 
claimed a haul of trophies. 

Webb’s association ran through to the early 
1980s, when he stepped into Saturday football 
and spells with Gornal Athletic, Halesowen Town, 

Stourbridge and Worcester City. 

Webb had long since left the fold when Star 
caused a stir by going all the way to claim the FA 
Sunday Cup in 1998 - beating a St Jospeh’s (Luton) 
side that included ex-England and Chelsea striker 
Kerry Dixon in the final at Peterborough’s London 
Road. However, Star folded not long after. 

Webb has strong opinions about the club’s end¬ 
ing, but his passion and memories will remain with 
him forever. 

“At one point we were voted in the top six Sun¬ 
day teams in the country,” he said. “I’m confident 
that our side, back in the day, would be comforta¬ 
ble against any of the bigger semi-pro sides around 
now.” The former players meet up again for reunion in Stourbridge 50 years later 



Riders have 
to tough it 
out in muddy 
conditions 

A RECORD number of partici¬ 
pants - including a strong West 
Midlands contingent - took part 
in the national cyclo cross cham¬ 
pionships in Shrewsbury. 

There was real strength across 
all the categories with ex-Olym¬ 
pian Liam Killeen winning the 
national men’s title, N ikki Harris, 
fourth in last year’s world cham¬ 
pionships, just edging out Helen 
Wyman on the last lap to regain 
the women’s title and former 
Halesowen rider Beth Crumpton 
taking silver in the Women’s U23. 

The junior racing was signifi¬ 
cantly oversubscribed with selec¬ 
tion based on national ranking 
points gained throughout the sea¬ 
son. 

Two riders from Halesowen Cy¬ 
cling Club qualified for the Cham¬ 
pionship finals on a day where 
conditions were very tough. 

The low lying nature of the 
course and the recent wet weather 
meant parts of the course were 
pure mud with no option but to 
run carrying the bike rather than 
ride. 

Jamieson Blain came in 39th in 
the U16s in a result that would 
have disappointed him after a suc¬ 
cessful season both in cyclo cross 
and on the track and road where 
he has consistently finished among 
the leaders at national level. 

In the U14s up and coming 
Simon Wyllie really showed what 
a good rider he is becoming, fin¬ 
ishing eighth in the National U14s 
among a very strong field. 

In a committed display of riding 
in tough boggy conditions, hard 
running through several inches of 
mud and adept bike handling in 
the technical sections Wyllie fin¬ 
ished strongly, completing the race 
in 40 minutes, only seconds from 
chasing down fourth spot. 
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Swim trio are 
handed 2016 
Olympic boost 

THREE teenage Olympic hopefuls 
from the West Midlands have been 
given a boost of making the squad 
for the 2016 Games in Rio de Janei¬ 
ro after being selected for British 
Swimming’s first overseas squad of 
the year. 

Brittany Horton, from Brierley 
Hill, will be joined in the 34-strong 
team by Rowley Regis’s Chloe Finch 
and Sutton Coldfield’s Luke Davies 
for the Flanders Cup event in Ant¬ 
werp from January 23-24. 

Backstroke specialist Horton and 
freestyle swimmer Finch are both 
17, while Davies - who competes in 
breaststroke - is 19. 

British swimming legend Liam 
Tancock is among those also com¬ 
peting in Belgium. 


Buy and sell with our 
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Hales hang 
on as time 
against DK 

DK 2nds 0 Old Halesonians 2nds 10 

WITH the first team game cancelled, all 
eyes were on the seconds against rivals 
DK. 

Within the first two minutes, Old 
Hales were on the attack and, after 
DK were penalised from a scramble to 
turn the ball over, Old Hales second row 
Louis Madican reacted quickly, took the 
tap penalty and forced his way over the 
try line to score. 

Old Hales had the edge in the set 
pieces and their forwards made some 
strong runs during the first half, par¬ 
ticularly Kieron Haynes, Jay Martin and 
Mike Topping but the DK defence held 
firm. There were no further scores in the 
first half, so it finished 5-0 to Old Hales. 

Old Hales backs started the second 
half with some excellent interplay. From 
a scrum deep in the Old Hales half the 
ball was moved to the left. 

Luke Fenton made a well timed pass 
to Andy Holloway who made his way 
into the DK half before making a lovely 
offload to fullback Alex Herbert, joining 
the line at speed. 

On the DK 22 metre line Herbert 
passed to left wing Jake Shellis who 
outpaced the DK defence to score. The 
conversion was unsuccessful so the score 
was 10-0 to Old Hales. 

The remaining 30 minutes of the sec¬ 
ond half was a hard fought battle with 
both teams testing each other’s defence. 
Towards the end, DK attacked the Old 
Hales line but time ran out for them. 

Ledbury 2nds 3 Old Hales 3rds 39 
OLD Hales first game of 2016 resulted in 
a fine league victory over Ledbury 2nds. 

Old Hales scorers were: Tries: George 
Eccles (2), Alex Church, Pete Cox, Cal- 
lum Roberts, Harry Higgs: Conversions: 
Andy Tromans, Gaz Price (2): Penalties: 
Andy Tromans 

Teams frustrated 
as matches are 
hit by the weather 

OLD Halesonians Hockey Club were 
thwarted by the weather, with all but the 
Men’s 2nd XI and Badgers sides having 
games called off due to frozen pitches. 

The Men’s 1st XI were about set to 
travel to Barton when the call came to 
say their game was off, meaning they 
were unable to build on the previous 
week’s victory against Bridgnorth. 

Hales were missing Cole Hickman 
through suspension, but goals from Paul 
Woodall and Doug Houghton sealed a 2-1 
win for the side with the league’s best 
defensive record. 

That win saw the side rise to equal 
second, with Barton one of the other two 
sides level on points. Hales face the other 
side equal in second, Loughborough 
Town, on Saturday at King Edward Five 
Ways School, pushback 1.30pm. 

The postponement meant the 2nd 
XI had a partisan home crowd behind 
them asthey were held to a 3-3 draw by 
Aldridge & Walsall. Goals came from 
Mark Rigby, Adam Hill and Joe Thorn. 
The Badgers beat Finchfield, 3-2 with 
goals from Jakob Baker, Lewis Jepson 
and Joe Shackleton. 


Happy returns for birthday boy Matt 



Matt Dodd, centre, celebrates the winning goal 


Braintree Town 0 Stourbridge 1 

STOURBRIDGE are through to the last 16 of the 
FA Trophy after knocking out their Vanarama 
National League opponents. 

Gary Hackett’s men now travel to either Na¬ 
tional League North side Bradford Park Avenue 
or Northern Premier League rivals Nantwich 
Town on February 6 for a place in the last eight. 

Continued issues with the pitch at Braintree’s 
Cressing Road ground meant Saturday’s game 
was the first held there for several weeks. Matt 
Dodd - on his 29th birthday - got the all-impor¬ 
tant goal, scoring from close range early in the 


Football 


second half. Stourbridge are into the last 16 of 
non-league football’s premier Cup competition for 
the first time since 1972/73, and are now one win 
away from equalling their best ever performance 
of a quarter-final place in 1970/71. 

The winning goal came on 56 minutes when 
Karl Hawley put a low cross in, the ball came off 
Lait and Matt Dodd directed the ball into the net 
off the crossbar. 

Delighted Hackett said: “I am proud of all the 
players. It was a great result.” 



DK 37 Whitchurch 12 

DK extended their winning 
run to five games against a 
Whitchurch side that had won 


A penalty from Tomkins’ boot stretched the 
lead further to 10-0. 

Whitchurch came back into the game and 
reduced the lead to 10-5 following a try from a 
scrummage following a back row move which 
saw scrum half Joe Mullock score. But Tomkins 
added a further penalty to steady the ship. 

It was 18-5 when Danny Hawkins picked up 
at the base and drove in for a try. Moments later 
he was off the pitch following a yellow card for a 
high tackle, and Whitchurch took advantage as 
blindside wing Dan Mee scored a good try off an 
inside pass. 

DK came out after half time and increased the 
tempo of the game and were soon on the attack, 
at this point James Fidles replaced Lewis Han¬ 
nibal who had had another significant game in 
the back row. 

DK were increasing their hold on the game, 
and the backs attacked down their right wing fol¬ 
lowing a fine passing movement which stretched 
the Whitchurch defence. Hooker Luke Green¬ 
wood slipped the ball back inside to the support¬ 
ing Stef Shillingford who scored a try, Tomkins 
added the conversion. 

Shillingford added to the scoreline again with 
the extras coming from the boot of Tomkins. 

By now the Shakespeare brothers had come on, 
and they almost combined for a try as Ollie found 
himself charging for the line but was tackled just 
short, with his brother Dan in support. 

The scoring was finished by a good team try 
which showed what the DK are all about - ball 
retention and probing for the gap in the defence 
and a forward in the shape of Luke Greenwood 
on the wing to touch down. 


the corresponding game earli¬ 
er in the season. 

From the kick off DK immediately pinned 
Whitchurch in their half, exerting some early 
pressure, which was soon to yield a penalty, 
kicked into the corner by Tommy Huggins. From 
the ensuing lineout DK were able to set up a 
drive which saw Ed Parry touch down, following 
a driving maul. Duncan Tomkins added the ex¬ 
tras to increase the DK lead to 7-0. 


Pressure increased on leaders 



Centre James Otutaha forces his way over for Stour’s third try 


Stourbridge 23 Harrogate 10 

STOURBRIDGE’S win over Harrogate in Na¬ 
tional 2 North was their seventh in the last 
eight games, increasing the pressure on leaders 
Macclesfield and Sedgley Park whose games 
were lost to the weather last weekend. 

On a soft Stourton Park surface Stour struck 
first with two penalties by outside-half Rod 
Petty, veteran scrum half Toby Handley then 
breezing through a huge gap in the defences to 
score the opening try. 

Harrogate full-back Lewis Minkin struck 
back with a penalty but with Stour’s dominant 
pack camped in their 22 Harrogate first lost 


flanker Tom Harvey for cynically pulling down 
a maul, then shipped a try to Stour winger Josh 
Trinham when the hosts moved the ball wide. 

A Stour bonus point victory looked a for¬ 
mality when a direct run at the defence by 
centre James Otutaha produced another score 
straight after the break, but Stour were left 
to rue a sin-binning for a dangerous tackle by 
replacement Connor Nicholls and numerous 
missed opportunities as they failed to score a 
fourth try. 

With nothing to lose Harrogate started 
to throw the ball around and bagged a well- 
worked consolation try by winger Luke Ed¬ 
wards, final score 23-10. 




Blue hoops 
still lead the 
way at top 

BEN Foster may have been bested by 
Tim Dalton of Severn AC in the Bir¬ 
mingham & District Cross Country 
League on Saturday but the blue hoops 
still extended their lead at the top of the 
table. 

The weekend’s fixture was over a test¬ 
ing six miles of muddy twists and turns 
in Droitwich. Twenty DK Runners ar¬ 
rived on the start line, to try to consol¬ 
idate their lead at the top of Division 3. 

Although Foster was unable to add to 
a previous win at the venue from his last 
visit he was still a comfortable second, 
finishing in 37.55 with Rob Meredith in 
fifth, Matt Biggs in 11th, James Wright 
12th, Simon Hughes 29th and Richard 
Bate 30th to bring home the A team. 

The B team were well placed with Rob 
Sannwald finishing in 33rd in 42.45. 
Dave Norman was 35th, Stuart Perkins 
40th, Daren Thompson 45th, Simon 
Blizzard 54th and Darran Bishop 57th. 

With DK winning the fixture on the 
day by 40 points they remain top of the 
division with what appears to be a com¬ 
fortable lead from Northbrook AC and 
Sparkhill Harriers. The B team are also 
top of the B team league. 

The women travelled to Gloucester 
where Tracy Alderson was first home in 
77th in 26.49. Helen Tromans finished a 
single second and one place behind. 

Less than 24 hours later there was 
another opportunity to run round a 
muddy field in the Midlands Masters 
Cross Country Championships in Wol¬ 
verhampton. Open only to over-35s, this 
attracts a small but competitive field 
with five athletes from DK lining up on 
their second start line of the weekend. 

It was worth the effort as James 
Wright claimed an age group bronze 
over the 8k course. There was also a 
team silver from Matt Biggs, Dave Nor¬ 
man, Simon Hughes and Darran Bishop. 

New fixture dates 
to tackle backlog 

THE Northern Premier League have 
re-arranged several of Stourbridge’s 
outstanding league games that have 
been lost due to their cup runs. 

Gary Hackett’s side face a fixture 
backlog because of runs to the FA Cup 
second round and the last 16 of the FA 
Trophy. 

They will now host Marine FC on 
Monday, February 1 at 7.45pm, then, 
subject to an FA Trophy replay, they will 
travel to Grantham Town on Tuesday, 
February 9. 

The Glassboys will also host Ashton 
United on Monday, March 7 and travel 
to Workington on Saturday, March 19. 


★★★ 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RE¬ 
CYCLING 
The recycled 
content 

of newspapers in 
2014 was 78.5% 
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ORANGERIES AND CONSERVATORIES 


Morlock House, Bridgnorth Road, Wombourne, South Staffs WV5 0AL Telephone: 01902 897000 Opening Hours: Monday-Thursday 10am-6pm, Friday 10am-5pm, Saturday 10am-4pm, Sunday 10am-2pm 




























